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Procecdings of the Madras Gocernment, Public Works Departmenty -

Sth September 1866.

| - ' ) .

Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Madras, to the
Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Saidapet, 29th
' August 1866, No. 167 :—. S : :
nment inthe Revenue Dapartment, No. 1,861,

enement of the works projected by Mr.
\e Cortilliar river, and

uffering in this District

No. 98.

1. The Proccedings of the Gover
dated the 25th ultimo, directed the comm
Fraser for supplying the town of Madras with water from tl
had in view the providing of labor for the ab_le-bodled poor s

from the prevailing scarcity.

rder appearcd, Mr..Frase

9. As soon astheo , Mr.
in hand, and on the gth instant a Notification Wa

jnviting distresscd persons to offer themselves for em _
3. The Relief Committees in the town were kind enough to i.ssue labor tickets

to such able-bodied indigent persons a3 applied to them fag ass;lsta.gce:l aﬂ; the
pearers of such tickots were at first sent to tl'le Spur fauk. 11}9 “f; 1"0 an ‘kﬁﬁ)’
of them are employed there and northwards, 10 clearing the dme Oﬂt 16 WOIKS of
prushwood, and the remainder, upwards of 100, are engaged on "1 .excavatxons
rus ; the Red Hills. In all between 200 and 300 of the suffering poor of
g on e ha works. They have come in slowly and by degrees, and
1 the 13th instant, when eightcen presented
ost all of the Musselmin class, and are

¢ took measures to put the works
s issued in the District Gazetto

ployment on the works.

goir
Madras are laboring on t
grst began to make their appearance 0
themselves to Mr. Fraser. They are aln
unaccompanied by their families. N o N
4. Desides these laborers, there are other people employed under the Notifica-

"Mr. Fraser and I were at the Red ITills on Monday. We found that between
00 laborers had come upont the works there from the S}xrroundxng country,
e spot some 200 more maust have applied for emP!Oyment.
ng of men, Women, and children, of the agng\.ﬂtural
laboring classcs, Wore the ordinary apjearance of such classes, and had neither a
° ormg a q’ ualid air. They fdocked in to the works on account of the wages

X“Chfl tli:(:; \&tgich exceed the wages fhey can carn in their own villages by .10
(I)’gxfg:cper dic;n for a man, and somctliigg equaliy Iavge for a woman 3“‘]; f?¥ children,
5. Mr. Fraser and T satisfied oursclves th

; ivals amo
1. Wo found that the first arrivals 4 . .
e i;:fc(l that nonc Wero anxious to receive their wages daily. The

i Gmdtlz;ce convineed us they had means of support of their own; and merely
cu‘cu“:s the works because they cained more gt them than at their homes. .
came {0
6. Inthis condition of affuirs, Iha
f Gc;\-ernment. It scems both to Mr, Fras
0 -
pulation in the villages abou
sent system of an ar
od, the presen '
fOrm"erﬂiml made to the ordinary means of car
a & N
that, for the present, the reward forF 1 e
’ 1’ Jabor market, ond that Mr. Irascr once bo au '
e i to contractors in the usual manncr, merely binding those persons to takg
his works ntra ’

A1 laborers who offercd themselves for en}l)loyment. : | ) -
on ; ‘ .

tion.

400 to 9
and while we were on th

These individuals, consistl

at theso, villages were not absolutely
inw
ve the honor 'to solicit the 1nstructions
bitrary tariff for

Tying on public works. We think

ight at once bo authorized to lct out

: B

ser and to me that as the laboring .

abor might be left to be governed by the stato

ngst them bad been working -

¢ the Red Hills is not destitute of rcsources and of. .
labor might be abandoned, and -

PR

e




/(/rrf /I/W Madran (Gocernment, £'ublic I1vrke Leparimenss
S5th September 1866,

7. In this way wo believo tho works will be botter oxecuted, nnd moro
expeditiously carried on than can be the case if tho luborers are pd.xd by Govern-

ment dircctly, while at the same time means of subsistence will 1)
C sccure
those who are really in want. cd for all

.

Transferred to the Dopartment Public Work .

(Signed) g, p, SINM,

30th August 18GG. S
¢ Adgus ) ecr etary to Coacrnmcnt

7 ey

ORDER TIEREON, 6th Septcmber .1806

CIVIL WORKS, No. 2).

No. 09.
No. 9 . 0,
LOO]\lnn' to tll

© very- f;
channe “hlch has Tate Y favorablo

ly taken plac

¢ in
the prospeets of the scason, and secin
that there are no indications of destitution amongst the labo ng

Govcrnment concur with the Acting: Collector of Madras 'dlatl lrt(::lasscl tho
"necessary to carry on the Madras Water Works I’ ptional m:O onger
they accordingly authorize Mr. Eraser to rever modo of hner, and
works of that description, of cxccuting

-

OJect 1 an exee
t to the ordinary

(True Ertrao:t.)

- ; (ngned) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R, L,
\ ) o T Semfary to G 01’crnmm8

To W. Fraser, Esq., Special Exccutlve Lngmeer.
To the Collegtor of Madras.

— ovearited w -z ;

- Exd, S.r'r, Augustis, " . ’ i
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