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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department»
3rd September 1866.

The steps T speak of are for the convenicnce of Railway servants alone, none others being allowed to
waik over the rails ; this I conceive there can be no objection to on the part of the Consulting
Engineer. :

1. Submitted to Government with reference to G. O. of the 20th instant,
No. 2,617,

2. Tt will be scen from the last paragraph of his letter, that the Agent docs
not now propose to epen for public traflic any portion of the Extension until the
line is ready as faras Caroor ; and, in coming to this conclusiony I think Mr. Betts
has acted wiscly.

3. . It will also be scen that both the Agent and the Chicf Engincer are of
opinion that danger will result from the introduction of Scmaphore signals at the
stations upon the Great Southern of India Railway. I do not share their
apprchensions.  Mr. Betts urges, as a reason for not introducing Semaphorcs, that
night trains are not run ; but the fact is that these signals arc only used during
the day, and would be uscless at night,*
when colored lamps areemployedinstead.
The circumstance of the linc having
been worked safely for mearly six years without Semaphores may be dcemed
fortunate, but can scarccly be quoted as an argument against their use. It is not
clear why on the Great Southern, more than on any other Railway, in India or
clsewhere, there should be a difficulty in the way of introducing Semaphores, and
of training men to work them carcfully and properly ; nor is it clear why the
provision of an additional safeguard against danger should, as the Chief Engineer
scems to fear, actually increase the risk of danger. It will in any case be the duty
of the Engine Driver to keep a sharp
look out aliead ; and it should be borno
in mind not only that some of the stations
upon the line are, owing to curves and cuttings, invisible at a short distance, but
that mists and fogs arc apt’ to cling to the ground, and to prevent any sicnal not
sufficiently elevated from being of use.  In several cases too, when it is dz:nﬂcrous
for an en.gine to a(lf':mco, the da‘nger 13 invisible to the Engine Driver, and%an bo

commfxmcated to him only by s1.gna\s. But it is scarcely necessary for me to urge
' morc i supp yt of o sys.tcm which has been adopted so universally, and the advan-
tages of which are admitted upon all hands. The caso of the Welmyn tunnel
accident, cited by Mr. Dibblee as an instance where §¢ )
danger, is not in point, asit is a standing order of the Iy
ghould be protected by the Electric Telegraph,

4. The fact is that it was oririnally jnt;

3 Y 1ntended to . . on

th £ Tndia Rad : provide every station up
the Great Sou Ci? 0 I.ndm Railway with Scmaphore sirnals, and tl Ztl y necessary
Stor-cs “;(‘:re uctlun. y tshlfp{_)cd on board t}q « Bellona » : md’ a‘n 11:1 u,l ,st at 5CD

a ca 7 e ich vessel was Ic
ir;l ;12: ofl iho:e%oitralihoiill; L-I\ OtSteps scem to hav,e heen tak;u to procure Fignd 3
‘ ’ gh Licutenant. i

t-Colonel J ohnston, when reporting 08 tho

Lctltse(li-ll.%. 38, Fide G. 0. No. 43, 24th -Tuly }Qtliuly 1860, upon the proposcd oncn.
Ing of the line from Negapatam to Triva

impression that a freg)y lore, scems to have been under
‘ PPy was expected, and recommended that, pending t

* Pide Section VII., Railway Rules and Regula-
tions. ’ .

Vide Section XIII.,, Clause 4, Railway Rules
and Regulations.

maphores failed to prevent
ard of Trade that all tunncls

the
beif

e em —a

ER Y

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
v 3rd September 18366. .

arrival, the trains should be run under the protection of hand signals, and of the
station Telegraph. ]

5. The Order* of Government
quoted at the head of these observations
has been communicated to the Agent.

(Signed) J.H.M. SHAW STEWART, Major, R. E,,
Acting Consg. Engr. for Railways.

* No. 2,617.

OrpEr THEREON, 3rd September 1866, No. 2,798.

The Government quite agree with
the Consulting Engineer that the free-

No. 56.

RAILWAY, No. 3.

Southern of India Railway has hitherto been worked, without the aid of Sema-
phores, isa fortunate circumstance, but cannot be adduced as an argu.ment for
dispensing with the use of those signals, and the Agent will accordingly be instructed
to take measures for establishing them as speedily as possible.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government

To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.

Exd S. T. Angustin.

~dom from accident with which the Great \
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