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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
20th August 1860.

A T

WEDTS

wing Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th
August 1866, No. 5,530. '
otor of Madura, to the Sccretary to the

No. 500. Tead the follo

Ticad the following letter from the Colle
- Board of Ievenue, dated 6th August 186G, No. 253 i

1. Ihave the honor to report that, since writing my letter, No. 204, dated

the 2nd July, some rain has fallen on the Palany Hills, but not sufficient to Lenefit
the crops growing on the wet Jands about th¢ foot of the lhills, which have, 1 hear,
d to a considerable extent, especially about Percakolam ; other
wet lands round the Liills have not been cultivated to any extent for want of water.
o The wet lands at the hecad of ihe Cumbum valley, watered by the
Soorilyaur, which is influenced by the south-west monsoon, have, been fully: culti-
e in good order, and will be reaped in the end of September ;

vated ; the crops ar
tle extent of this cultivation may be about 8,000 acres.

3. In the Madura Talook, there arc about 2,500, acres of paddy culiivation,-
coming on under the two large anicuts across the Viga, and under channels led off
that river, which crops are doing well, and will be cut about Scptember. '

4, Last ycar wus not a favorable year; this year there has been up tq this
25,358 acres of wet cultivation undertaken against 45,083 \undertakeri
lust year, being 8 Jecrease of 19,725 acres. Of the above 25,353 acres, about half .
may be ander . rice cultivation, the rest is taken up with the cultivatiog of betel .
and plantain g dens, cocounut topes, cholum and cassai crops, grown by the aid
of water raised from wells sunk in the paddy ficlds and banks of the rivers; little .
of the produce of the two latter crops will reach the markets, so that on the whole,

considerable quantity of paddy. being produced in the
xt, and then only, providing the north-east monsooil rains

in conscquence faile

time only

there is mo hope of any
District before March ne
do not again fail. '

5. Dry grain has been 80 ‘
some places, and in others are languishing and will be lost, if rain does not soon fall.

. Last ycar up to date 64,148 acres were SOWIL against 58,529 this year, but thislatter
item docs not shew the real state of the case, because in thelast item is included a
very cxtensive acreage of garden Jands under old wells recently transferred to the
head of dry cultivation. These dry crops, if saved, cannot be harvested before

Dccember.
6. 'The garden ¢
last year ; tho cause of the decrcase arises partly
partly owing to failure of water in the wolls. ‘ :
7. Pasture has failed, and the cattle are wasting in many places, though up to
tLis time, there has been no very great mortality amongst them. "

8. From ihe Percakolam Talook, a very active export of grain is going on
towards Palany, Dindigul, and the Coimbatore District, which has raised prices,
greatly in that Talook. . Grain is being imported by sea for use in the Zemindarics
of Ramnad and Shevagungah, where there is a great deal of distress amongst many
of the people. Very little grain is now being jmported from Trichinopoly and
Tanjore, owing to the high priées prevailing thero ; but the markets are well

wn to some cxtent, but the crops have dried up in

ultivation 13 1,395 acres cultivated, égainst 14,306 cultivated
for the reasons given above, and

g ,,..«‘___,.,“," e £ L. aetes -
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