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LT e e e o ‘ . e L SR C roceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,’

| ' 18tk June 1866. : ~

N -

" No. 374 - _ Read the folldwing Proceedings of the Madras Governmeﬁt in the

o : Military Department :— . . » . :

]jii'ecting the recovery, from the Agent, g‘f th}? ex- - .
: ense incurred in the conveyance of & horse { p

g‘om Cannanore to the Remount Depdt at Here enter 1'2th J_une’1866, No. '_'1,‘989.) :
- Oossoor. o . ’ i

No. 875. Orper THEREON, 18th June 1866, No. 1,903.

A g \ ACCOUNT, No. 34.° 1" Ordered to be recorded.

f . , . i3 N . DEPN
: o (frue Extract.) T
\ A o (Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E,, -
- , : o S . Secretary to Govermnente
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. ' © MILITARY DEPARTMENT. ~ = - - ..--
-« - PROCEEDINGS OF TIE MADRAS GOVERNMENT,

i 4 Pro. of Govt., No. 1732, dated 19tk May 1866. Read again the paper noted in the margin.
- o ’ Read also the following papers:— A
AMemorandum from the Ad_]utant General, Head Quarters, Ootacamund, 31st May
1866, No. 3/27 ; to the Secretary to Government Mxhtary Department F ort Saint
S George. |
— " I am directed by His Excellency the Commander~1n-0h1ef to report for the in-
- ‘ formation of Government, that on a perusal of the papers which accompamed Order of
R ‘- « Aitaohed and marked 4. Government, No. 1732, dated 19th May '
1866, and also the explanatlon* of Major
; leyn, who being at Ootacamuna, was called on to give any further information he
o '~ could afford on the matter referred, His Excellency is of opinion that Major Elwyn
| js not responsible for the railway and other charges incurred on account of the re-
R { transmission to Oossoor of a horse sent to him, the marLs onwhleh d1d not corres-
Lo pond with the register furnished. o
’ : 2. His Excellency considers that Major Elwyn was justxﬁed in declining to
‘" receive the horse, and it is clear from the letter of the Sub-Assistant Commissary
General, Cannanore, dated 5th May 1866, that it was at the request of, and on the
o responsibility of, the mutsuddy (and not at the request of Major Elwyn, as stated in
L f ’ the 4th paragraph of Colonel Thompson’s letter No. 1€, dated 9th May) that the
e e e . horse was sent back to Qossoor.

' 3. Tt appears to His Excellency that the mutsuddy should have reported the
matter either directly or through the Commissariat Officer at Cannanore, and awalted
instructions from Colonel Thompson.

i 4. That a reply would have been received by Major Elwyn (had he retained

the horse) as quickly as is stated in the 5th paragraph of Coloned Thompson’s

letter of the 9th May, is not borne out by Major Elwyn’s statement, for he trans-

mitted the Proceedings of the Committee (which he convened.to compare the

’ horse mth the register) to Oossoor, about the 16th Deeember last, and did not

: recelve a reply till about ‘the 30th of the month. .

o : : ( 5. Under all the circumstances of the case, His Excellency is clearly of opinion,
S : that the payment of the expenses incurred on re-transmitting the horse sent Wlth

) P , ~ an incorrect register for the D Battery, 20th Bnrrade, Royal Artillery, should not

’ . o : be cha.rﬂed to Major Elwyn : o o,
: ‘ A |
‘ From Captain (Ma)or) J. . Euwyy, C Ba.ttery, 20th Brigale, Royal Artillery, late Comma.ndmg D

{ , | Battery, 20th Brigade, Royal Artillery, Ootacamund, 28th May 1866 ; tothe Assmtant Adjutant
i ’ General, Royal Artxllery, Madras Presidency, OOtacamund

f ‘ In reply to your memorandum No. 515 of this day's date, a.lhnv for further information con-
‘ nected with the return of a horse to the Remount Depdt, (intended for the D Battery, 20th Brigade,
b Royal Artillery) I have the honor to state the following circumstances :—
On the 15th or 16th December 1863, 19 horses from the Remount Depot arnved at Canna-

: ‘ nore, for the D Battery, 20 Brigade, Royal Artillery, I compared these horses with the register,
) ' which I had received from the Remount Agent, and found that one, with hoof number 43, instead
[ of being, -as stated in the register, a chesnut Australian mare 4 years’ old, was a chesnut geld-

' ‘ ing, which, though marked on the gide as being of the season of 1866, had all the appearances of
. great age, and was thought by all who saw it to be nearly 20 years’ old.
I told the native who came in charge of the horses, that I could nob receive the horse in ques.
as it did not correspond with the register I had received.
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The native asked what he was to do, I told him X could give him no orders, but wotfld gi;°
him a letter to the Commissariat Offcer at the station, stating that I had refused to receive the
horse from him.

I then assembled a Committee to compare the horse with the register, and to make a correct
descriptive register of it.

On the completion of these proceedings, I forwarded the horse to the Commissariat Oiiﬁcer
with a letter, (enclosing a copy of the Proceedings of the Committee and an extract of the rfzguter
received from the Agent) stating that I had declined to receive the horse on account ot: ita not
corresponding with the register, but I made no request that the horse should be sent by rail to the
Remount Deptt.

Iat the same time reported to the Remount Agent, what I had done, forwarding to bim
also a copy of the Proceedings of the Committee on the borse,

About the 30th December 1865, I received a reply from the Remount Agent, stating. that
the horse sent was the one intended for the D Battery, 20th Brigade, Royal Artillery, bemg. 8
re-transfer from one of the reduced Batteries, but that by an error of one of his clerks, the regis-

ter of a mare bearing the same number had been sent me by mistake, he therefore considered I bad
done wrong in rejecting the horse, which I

bhim, when the mistake would have been rect

Ine responsible for the expenses incurred
tendered.

e also forwarded a register of the horse

“the season 1863-66, (re-transfer from a reduc

ified in 4 or 5 days, and consequently he sho'uld h?ld
on account of the horse from the date of its being

» in which it was described ag being a Remount of

ed Battery) and its age was given as 6 years.
In the Agent’s letter, however, it was explained, that the horge was sent to one of the Bat-

teries, since reduced, in the middle ©0f 1861, and that it wag then 6 years’ old. This would make

its age nearly 13 years when sent to my Battery, instead of 6 years as shewn in the register, in
which no mention was made of the date of its first admission to the service.

In reply, I stated, that I still thought I adopted the only course open to me, in refusing to

, » by the register sent by the Agent, a young mare should have been
delivered, that the horse Wwas marked as being of the 8eason 1866, and had no marks or anything to

show that it was a re-transfer or had ever previously been in the service, that unless I l.lﬂd
brought it on the strength of the Battery, whichI declined doing, I had no means of feeding it ;
* therefore sent it o the Commissariat Ofeer, snd did ot consider I had anything further to do

in the matter, and could not feel myself responsible for the consequences of an error committed by
one of hig clerks.

- T also pointed out the inconveniences which might arige from the horse being described in the
register (just received) as being 6 years’ old, whereas the letter shewed it to be nearly 13 years,

m the Agent wag copied into the Battery register, the horse here-

after when completely worn out from old age, would by the register appear to be comparatively
young, :

+ The Remount Agent re
mistake which had oceurred
Not having copies of th

but I belicve I haye becn ac

I do not understand
I requested the Sub-Ass;

at Trichinopoly, and the course which had been pursued there.

© correspondence, I have given the purport of it above from memory,
curate_on all material points.

how the Remount Agent can have come to the mistaken conclusi?n. th::
stant Commissary General at Cannanore, to return the horse by rail to td
Remount Depét, when that Officer’s letter No. 36 of the 5th May 1806, annexed to the Proceed-

ings of Government, clearly shews that the horse was §0 sent at the request and on the responsi-
bility of the mutsuddy who wag in charge of the Lorses

ad . 4 - i f

Under the circumstances above stated, I trust that Ilis Excellency the Cymmander-in CP;;
will not consider that I wag to blame in declining to receive the horse, or that I am responsi
for the expense incurred in scnding the horse back to Oossoor, when it was 50 scnt, not at my

request, but at that of the mutsuddy, who might well have waited at Cannanore until he received
orders from the Remount Agent,

The
returned.

i : : ith
Proceedings of Government received with Jour memorandum under, reply are herew:

plied that he still considered I had done wrong, and quoted the similer

Orpzr, No. 1989, 12th June 1866.

The Governor in Council concurs in ‘opinion with His E'xcelle.nc.;t th? Com.
mander-in-Chief, that Major Elwyn must be absolved from responstblhty ;n con-
nection with the return o the Remount Depdt of the horse referred to in the orego-
ing correspondence. .

8 2 'l?he rejection of the horse by the Officer (‘Jommandl.ng D Battefy, 20th
Brigade, Royal Artillery, having been dueto a clerical error in the (;&gent 8 %{ij;e,
and the ;mimal having been returned to Qossoor on the rfaqmsmon an IresII)onslxl y
of the Remount mutsuddy, the expenses consequ'enﬂy 1‘ncu;'1j~eﬂd xar; c' ear {lchargc:-
able to the Remount Department, and will accordingly be recovered from the Agent,

(Truo Extract) | ‘
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! Secrelary to Government.

he Adjutant General, with an enclosure. ) v |
;l'o ) R(Bmount Apgent, Oossoor. ‘4;& 3 .
" Controller of Military Accounts, ¢
:: Military Accountant.- p

Examiner Pay Department.

Examiner Stud Accounts. *
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