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Proccedmgs of lhc Jl adms Gorernmenl, Publzc 7Vo7LsDepa7 lment,
16th June 1886, < . o .

No. 356. ‘Read the followmtr lcttcr from™ the Supcrmtcndmr' Iunwmcm' 6th
Division, to the Sceretary to Govcrnmcnt Dcpm‘tmcnt Pubhc \Vorks, |
dated I'anjorc, ,.ath '\Iay 1866 No. 13‘3 — o

: SOth J u- r PR (R Wlthrcfcrencc to Memorandum
Oth January, e 11 ind 60, Nov 307, detod 200,
T have the honnr to enclose two diagrams showing tho hmhest flCSth in

I‘cbruar)
the Cauvcry nnd Cul(,mon durm»* the Iast twenty years.

2 I‘lom an cmmumtmn of thcce drwram§ 1t wdl bo obsorved that from
181G to 1837 the water rose above 10 feet over the. Ca,uvcrj[ dam at-the Upper
- Anicut only in three )mts, viz., 1848,

i’ g " 10 f t k~ » |
g:g ll?}(: R day Sd‘;?’ovc Ccdoxf’ér ' - 1850, and 1851, while the duration of tho
N o t}o" - gq_ 7 floods above 10 fect varied from half to
July 1831, 3 0. ). threedays. 1838 was an exceptional year,

when the floods in July failed, but those in October and November rose to an unpreee-
donted height, and weve 6} and 2 days uapecuvdy above 10 feet over the Caln'(,ry ’
dam; the risc in Navember was very sudden, viz., from 5 to nearly 133 feet in 24
hours. From 1839 to 1855 there were only two years in which the water dld not riso

abovo 10 feet over the Cauvery dam, viz., 1860 and 1861, and in 1859, 1864 ,:md 1865
the freshes were remarkable not only for

- July 1:2!3 (l' &dn)(i;oovcx_' 10 fccdtom'xrk ~ their hieight, but for their duration lasting
;?;,,o l‘ahu':-i do. do. 6,7, and 11 days respectively, though for
July £61,7 - do. ‘50‘ 21 days out of the 11 the water fell §
July I3t 11 do > feet below the 10 feet mark,  © -

Thouch tho floods have bcuu higher fmm 1859 to 1865. than they wero
to 1857, owing to tho duration of tho floods during the former years
having far exceeded that of the floods of the latter, and ewing also to the fact that
tho height of water at tho Cauvery dam throughout the scason, as 0\111])1tu1 in State- -
ment B from. 1836 to 1863, has (ltﬂ'\wd but little from that from 1816 to 1855,
It must be concluded that tho high ﬂomh of late years are attributable rather to a
greater full of 1 rain than to thoe clc arance of the e xtdnncnt Dbasin.

4

4. Itisworthy of observation that the trifling fxllm«* o(‘f in the height of w'xtcr"
thl'()uwlmuttlw scason, from 18306 to 1863,

~ Statement B. -~ when cnmpm,d with that from 1846 to

is to be found during the north-cast 1monsoon rather than-the south-west ; in
almost entirely upon the rain-iall in the portion of tho
1 denuded of its forests, while in the formor the ﬂoods

3.
from 1816

18-)1),
iho latter the floods depend

catchment basin which is betr

dcpcnd dncﬂy on the rain whu,h falls in tho plains. .

< In 1864 it will bo obsorved that, the hcwht of water in August was abovo '
ugh in the samo month, in 1863, tho water was rather below
tho average, tho froshes camo down carlier than usu&l in 1865, and the duration of .
the floods docs not appear to havo been curtailed. The clearance of tho hills, so fa.r
o gonc, have not apprcuably aﬁLctcd the C.mvcry 1rr1«ratmn.

tho avcr'wo and tho

as they hav
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3 fmlczd, there has always been‘a sullicient quantity of water passing down the rx\'f:‘f
- during the months of July and Auzust to have admitted of 8,000 millions of cubic

» , 1

: : i
Procecdings of the Madras Gocernment, P'ublic Works Departiuest, . |
] Gk June 1866 . |

oy | | | E

4. The Government are much pleased with the completeness of the returns 1
-submitted. The wet cultivation in the Tanjore District commences with the early
. freshes in June, and by the end of August the whole of the wet Lands in the Delta '
are 1131(101‘ ?rnp, and 1t 1s therefore of paramount importance that thero Jiould be ‘,
no failure in the supply of water at that scason j bug during the month of September 1
and th.e carly part of ,Octobcr, the break Letween the two monsoons accurs, when
the rains of the south-west monsoon have ceased to fal] and those of the northeeast - :
monsoon Lave not commenced, and it consequently happens that, in unfavorablo
_years, the crops suffer much from drought. The Superintending Enaineer shows ‘ ,'
that, with the single cxeeption of the year 1828, in which the south-west monsoon ;

)'z?rds being stored not only without robbing the cultivation of its supply, but also
with the advantage of relieving the river of o part of its surplus water ut times
whcu ‘tho floods were so high as to enduanzer the banks, and, further, that this
quantity of water would have been sufficient to have maiutuined an average depth
of water over the Cauvery dam for four months in the vear 1859 and 1862 and for
threo months in 1836, 3 . »

lv,
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