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| | g . Proceedings of the Madras Goz;ez'gunezzl,'l’ablt'c Works Department, ‘
A L o N4k June 1806, .
© No. 316. . "Read the follcmjmg Memorandum from ‘the -Honorable A. J, -
g: o 41\BUTHI‘ OT, Chicf Secrctary to Government, dated 7th-June 1866 1~ -
P L .I vm.foq the Central Jail at Coimbatore on the 4th instant. It is a most
? substantial building, or rather range of buildings - built, the greater part of it, of
! stone, of which there is abundauce in the neighbourhood ; but a good deal of it, .

I should say, is needlessly substantial, ani therefore more ‘costly than it need- .’
bhave been. Each of the yards, in which tie fzmgcs cof wards and cells stand, is -
divided from the next yard. by a thick pzirtition wall 12 foct in height, 3 feet of
which, I faucy, might have been dispensed with, .+~ . o
3 2. Very little use comparatively has been made of Convict labor. Out of
g : ‘ 337 prisoners now in Jail, 182 are employedin work connceted with it, viz., 100
: in the brickficld, and 82 on the well and in cleaning out the yards, &c. Nome -
are employed in actual building, though there is much of the building work which
might be and might havo been done by prioncrs, under the superintendence of
,' trained Muistries. I asked why no Convicts had been employed in . building,
! end was told that it had not been possible so to cmploy them,  owing to” the
( | " building having been done by contract; "but that there were plenty of Couvicts in
f tho Jail who might be very usefully employed in this way. - My informants were
' - the Superintendent of the Jail and the Jaicr. The Kngincer Oflicer in charge
Sl of the work was not present, having gono w Madras on lcave; but whother the
reason assigned was tho real one which has induced the Oilicers of the Publie
! ) Works Department to dispense with Conviet lubor in the crection of these buildings,
’ " or whether the non-cmployment of the Convicts is attributable to somo otiior
) cause, thero can be no quostipn that, with a =onsiderable number of Convicts in the
Jail for somo months past, the ercction of the buildings has been carried out cntirely
by free laborers, and at a very heavy cost. The number of Convicts employed
in tho brickficld, viz, 100, is considerable, and as the greater part of the Juil
is built of stone, it is difiicult to understand Low 0 many prisoners can ba
profitably employed in the munufacture of bricks. . If the matter were carcfully -
Jooked into, it would probably Le found that many of those employed in the |
rickficld might bo more cflectively utilized in replacing frce laborers on the -
o actual building work. The buildings
N © OfMes and Stores. ‘noted in the margin have not yet been
’ ‘ .+ Latriucs.  commenced.  If any of them have not
b ' ‘ : - yct Leen given out on contract there s
ould not be largely employed on them,

-

ey

ve

L. " ospital.

,‘ no apparent reason why Convict labor che
‘ and a considerable saving thereby effected in their cost, ‘ g
: 3. The number of Convicts in the Jail might at onco be largely increased, | -

for thore is accommodation alrcady available i'u,‘ri 674 prisoners, exclusive of two

wards which hiave been sct apart for use.as a temporary Iospital, - I
:’ 4, And thero ought to be no difficulty in raising the aggregate number of
. prisoners to 958, in the course of a month or two ; for there aro two large unfinished
o ranges, each contuining eight wards, (each ward, being caleulated to hold 24 . .
P risoners), which aro built up to the roof ;' and the roofing of which ough{toba -~ .~
g carricd out with as little delay as possible. On cnquiring why these ranges could -




Engincer of the 7th Divixion, the Right Horarably the Governor in Council resolves
to call upon Colonel Walker to make arranzements for pressing on (tho work as
rapidly as possible, and esl“v‘“ifmy for the completion of the two blocks which. ‘ o
Mr. Arbuathnot thows to be so nearly finiched ag only to requiro roofing. - Every . : B ‘ ‘ B
‘exertion should be made for preparing and fixing to all theiron barred openings,

'the batten and venetian shutters which are necessary to shelter tho inmates of the [ |
buildings, and should there be any delay in supplying these defences against tho : * - .
weather, the Iixcentive Officer should be directed to give his assistanco to tho Jail ,

N authoritics in putting up mats or other temporary substitutos.

T T TR b Rl ol it ‘i
] ¢
! ;
7 ;
x 7 ’ : § S : Co oo 4 ‘
S e e | | | | : { o Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, .
Aroceedings of the Madras Gocermment, Public Worls Departments o : | . 14th June 1866. R
. : . - Mk lune 1866, ‘ ) . P B , L ’
o : * designing the other Central Jail which it is proposed shall be erected in his Division
‘ ‘ ‘ - ‘ ; ' © ' - ‘ .
~ mot be roofed in at once, I was told that there was a difiiculty about wood, but this ! at Cannanore. ' L :
would probably disappear if the Exazrtive Engineer put a proper pressure upon ' ' ) " (True Extract.) , o ‘
N e s Ty L T . s .“ ‘ * . § ' " ‘ ‘

;he: (,untmgto.r, who I presume s ti.d down in some measure in regard to time. : : (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,, - -~
Itt;s' v]ir.y dcsxlx:;.;ulo that this Juil sheuld be finished tpeedily, and with this view { ) .. Secretary o Government.
- I think it woul el the o Lould ‘ S "

: r: . it guu )(: “:31.1 that the Govenment shiould Impress the urgeney of the caso o
un the Su y l Exccwive P . .
Pon the Superin ending “‘”d Exccwive Engincers and also should re-call their :
attention to the positive orders of the Government of India that the labor of Con- ‘
victs should be utilized as lurgely as ossible in the ercetion of Jails .
5. Irather think (but on this roint I am not certain) that the plan and esti- | ?
- mate contain no provision for the crection of quar | :
¥ia : g 0% quarters f, sary ¢ with 8
larze a body of prisoners it ‘ 1 or an Apothecary ; with so
Tot & Dody ol prisoners 1t scems very Lecessary that thero should bo anjApothe-
cary residing on the premises, © © - “
G. Annthf‘sr ma‘ttcir of pressing Inportance, is tho speedy completion of tho ’ . )
batten doors and veuctians which aro being made for the purpose of being affixed :
to the iron burred openings, which serve qs windows to the wards, but which at | .
prosent are altogether unprotected from the weather,  In aclimatolike Coimbatore, - : oo ;
where during the routh-west moasocn theroisa strong wind nirht and day, the - ; D T
P . R & R . ! B
principle of “ perflation” may be carried out to & very unsanitary extent; tho | , 4
M ‘ ] , ' B = .

Superintendent should be instructed ty proteet the iron barred openings by matsor ‘ B N
by some other temporary cxpedmnt‘,‘ :mtll the wooden doors aro ready. ; P . 7o the supem’mt;;udiugt En:tmeer.h 7t§ Dxnaxen.
\ ! , 385 0} Y . - ‘ - , ’ . JndiCial epar ment. - - . e )

No. 317, Oroer TERFON, 1th June 1866, No. 1,874, B ! : n B LT
CIVIL WORKS, No.34. - 1.. In ordering a copy of this . . L
; Memorandum by the Chief Scerctary v : ‘ S
‘ . of his inspection of tho Contral Jail in . ' ' .
caurse of construction at Coimbatore to bo communicated to the Superintending \ .

+ 2, Coloncl Walkers particular attention is drawn to Mr. Arbuthnot’s remarks :
regarding a larger employment of Conviet labor in the erection of the buildings, -

and he will endeavour to makoe such urrangements as will permit of the prisoners : g
being employed, notonly in the prepacation of ‘materials, but also in every deserip-, '
tion of labor coneccted with the actual construction of the Jail ; a3, by this meany,
‘it s believed that the progress of the work may bo Lastened, as well s its cost : o H
diminished. | . | ‘ | | ' Exd, S. T, Avgustin. ‘ L K

. 3. Some saving might have baon effected by making the radial divisional | ; '
*walls less in beight and perhaps of less thickuess, and g though itis too lato now to \
mmmly this ut C‘uimbuboro,\ ‘ulonql Walker will r{fﬂt fail to bear it in mind in
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