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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Tih June 1866,

st

““In order to guard against bribery, so far as it is possiblo to do so in this country, a'Il
“ cotton is registered as it is brought into the willage, and the ryot or owner of the cotton 18
* furnished with a numbered ticket We compel each owner to wait his turn, and do not a.llo‘;v the
** consignment to be broaght inside the station until we are prepared to loal and dispatch it.’

From the Collector of Cuddapah, to the Acting Consulting Engincer for Railways, Madras, dated
Muddenpally, 14th May 1806, No. 378.

L]
. With reference to Major Prendergast's
® 23ed March 1865, No, 147 ; the onzinal Eucl sures (two) * to call
are rotarned letter® as per margim, I have the honor
t Dated 215t October 1865, No 239, to the Chief Secretary to  your attention to a lettert of my locum tenens,
Government. 1n Government Proceedings dated 218t No- . ve. b
vembee 15635, Public Works Dt pariment. M. COCLere”’ dunng my abscnce on lea s VY
which you will sce there was a fast accumulation
of cotton at Cuddapah,

2. You will also observe by certain pro-
I Vide cony of his letter, dated 7Tih Aprl 1866, Xo 19,

heremith sont. ceedings of my Head Assistant, Mr Roberts,$

that there was during this tume of pressure to
get off the cotton not a 2esponsible man for weighing the cotton, and therefoie no regularity for

its despatch, and I have reason to believe there was great fraud commt
certain merchants ; 1n fact, there was no responsitle A
weigh might have charged what he liked for weighing

ted 1n giving prefcrence to
gent at Cuddagah, and_the person who did

3 Such a procceding when cotton valued at half

3 million sterling was bLeing sent duwn
needs no comment from me.

4. Since, however, I returned I have been frequently to the R

ailway, and I Lave heard of no
complaints,

———

From the Acting Head Assistant Collector of Cuddapah, to the Collector of Cuddapah, dated
Wontimittah, 7th Aprl 1866, No 19.
1. Tnreply to your letter No 252, dated 3rd

or to give my opiwion on the charge brought by Mr. Gifford the St
one Kodandarawa Naidu:

prisoner and b the Railw ay Company, But a
where I staid for a week or more, and on retu
appeared to me that there was no necessity for

day or two afte

rwards I went to Pullampett Talook,
rning

» 33 nothing more was said about the case, 1t
magisterial interference,
3. It was very difficult to ascertan in what
relation the prisoner stood to the Railwa
Company. He was paid nothing by them, bug they allowed him to weigh cotton. The prisoner sa 9’
he was employed by the merchants, and they paid him for each bale ﬁe weighed ™
4. When I found that Some m .

erchants empl
scales, and some employed coolieg w

Permanent mtvation if he cop ducte probation, with promise of a

1 do not know wh i i
capacity, but to appoint 5 volunteer to th : o appointed lum in this
objectionable. o the responsible office of weighing cotton was of course highly

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
Tth June 1866.

5. Even if the prisoner had received money unlawfully, he could not be charged with bribery,

as he was not a public servant, and as his relation to the Railway Company was so undefined he

1y be’ charzed with breach of trust to them As regards the merchants, there was

couh'i . that h: extorted the money, and that they did not give it willingly, or to show that

:}?thmv%et(; }r)ll;otv:mple means of rédress if they only applied to Mr Fleeming, or any of the higher
ere

i 1als at the station.
le:ay ;f:n again, the bales of cotton were placed in no certain ¢rder. It could not be known

i d first, and which last. If the bales had been sent to the prisoner in regular order he
which ermve ,ewhed them, but I certanly think he was entitled to some pay for lus trouble,
could o281y hm{Z ‘;a;':e been marked when 1t was brought 1nto the station, and weighed as its turn
Fach balishoul\* o such mark was made, and 1t was 1mpossible for the prisoner to know whether he
came rou

3 hetr order or not.
i welglzug:i:dgu:hzfﬁtve rupees found 1n prisoner’s pocket, he says the money was forced upon
him 7 ;he ;«ant’;, Cossim Saib, alleges that the prisonersaid he woul(% not weigh the cotton if he wa8
" ¥ thing for doing so. The question remains, had he a right to use such words, suppos-

not puid fouzled use them. Was he a cooly or a Railway official, or what office did he hold, and on
ins thar dlerst:mdmrr? I was in doubt about this at the time; the evidence was not sufficiently
Whait ‘:“ ghad no tTme then to call up further evidence as I was going into the T4luq, and so L ullowed
:l:f: ;)i'lxs;ner to depart without taking security from him. On further consideration I could not
satisfy myself that 1 had a right to re-open the case I could not satisfy myself tl};at; olught
to use my endeavours to get evidence 1n the case 1f 1t was not produced before me by the Railway
officials or the merchants, and the matter dropped.

8. Ihoped that another case would be preferred out of the many %1mlla.r ones that must have
happened ; but as the five rupees was, in this instance, given to'the prisoner on purpose to entra.p
nim. I was extremely doubtful as to the way in which it was given to him, and as to whether it
was ’not thrust upon him rather than extorted by him. Ile could not commit bnbe}'y, a.nd. 1t was
extremely doubtful whether he committed extortion, As rzgards breach of trust, hx.s relations to
the Company were of 50 obscure a nature as to prohibit a determination of the question.

’

No. 130. O=DER THIRTON, 7th June 1866, No. 1,791.
1. These papers will be forwarded
RAILWAY, No. 15. to the Government of India, with refer-
ence to their Circular letter dated 14th
February 1866, No. 2.
2. The Consulting Engineer will communicate the rcport of the Collector. of
Cuddapah to the Agent of the Madras Railway Company, with a vie.w to hx.s attention
. being drawn to the nccessity of cotton intended for transport being weighed and
despatched to its destination under responsible agency.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) CIHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,

Secretury to Government.

[y

To the Consulting Engineer for Railway s.

Tid. S. T. Avgustin,

- ——
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Popric WoxrrS DEPARTMENT,
Forr Saint GEORGE,
Tth June 1866.

No. 1,792.
No. 13§.
To
Tae SECRETARY 710 tE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
PusLic WoRKS DEPARTMENT.
Sz,

1. With reference to your letter
of the 14th February 1866, No. 2, I am
directed to forward herewith a letter
7th June 1866, Nos. 129, 130 from th? ?onsultmg Engmeef for Rail-

ways giving cover to certain corres-

question of bribery in connection “with the transport of

RAILWAY, No. 16.

Procs.

pondence relating to the

cotton by rail.
9. On the opening of the North-West Line to Cuddapah there was a large
f cotton at that station awaiting transport to the coast, and some delay
g it, not from the want of means of transport, but in conse-
d of the terminal station at

f room for storing it in the yar
y the consignecs, who seem not to have possessed
apidly as it was brought down. No complaints,

given to favored parties appear to have been
ployed in receiv-

quantity 0
occurred in removin

uence of the want o
Madras till it could be removed b
clearing it away as T
carriage being
f the servants of the Railway Company em

the means of

however, of priority of

preferred against any 0

ing and despatching cotton,

irregulaily employed in weighing and packing cotton at Cuddapah, having been
5 Rupees, it is fearcd that to some extent

inveigled into receiving a consideration of
the opportunity of acquiring illicit gain by obtaining for individuals preference of
ltogether neglected, although the evidence, as reported by the
did not bring the matter home. Measures, however,

carriage was not a
Officer who investigated the case,
geem to have been taken to check any abuse of this kind, and it is believed that no
jnconvenience is BOW experienced by the merchants. The question of entrusting
to responsible agency the duty of weighing and despatching cotton is nevertheless
of such importance that the attention of the Railway authorities has been drawn to
t are satisfied that proper measures will be taken to
and equal terms in respect of priority of trans-

the matter, and the Governmen
gecure to all exporters of cotton fair
tq this Presidency the arrangements which it has been

port, without introducing in

found necessary 10 adopt in Berar.
I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,

Sceretary to Government.

Fxd. S. T. Augustiz.

but from the circumstance of a person, who was,
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