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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department.

» .

. -

,.

3'35 1"{):1/ ]866.

‘ "IRead the following papers :—
No. 722 From the Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Chief Secrétary to Govern.
. ment, Fort Saint George, dated Vizagapatam, 20th March 1866, No. 261 :—
1. The Committce of the Vizagapatam “Orphan Asylum” have requested

Trom Committee to Superintending Ingineer, . .
dated 12th February 1806, ment, copies of cerfain correspondence

Fromn Supcrintending Enginecr to Committee, 1
- 10 ctween themselves and the Superin-
dated fith March lOS(SG. betwee P

Resolution of Committee, dated 10th March 1806. tending Engincer. I beg accordingly.

F"‘I"S“ Committee to Collector, dated 10th March ¢ enclose the papers marginally noted,
¢6.- . .

- the sum and substance of which appear
to be as follows.

- - 2. The Asylum is largely endowed by- Government, and the services of tho
Ofiicers of the Department Public Works were declared available in carrying out
sundry new buildings recently designed. Captain Beatty, the Oficer employed,
has-lately handed over to the Committee, two dormitories; he pronounced them
complete and finished, and the children were quartered in these buildings accord-
ingly. ' ' . : :

3. The following decfects, Lowever, almost im;xlediately presented them-

sclves:— e .

I. The foundation of the south wall of the ‘castern dormitory has sunk

to such an extent that the wall Las eracked in several places ; the cracks estend to
the roof, and are daily becoming larger. ‘

 II. A fall of rain on the 4th ultimo developed several leakages in the

roofing: and as there is no surfacc drainage whatever, the dormitories are

o
s

~ -

floodcd in this way also. \. . .

T

_III. The wood work of the doors and windows are of the roughest kind,
while the full price for good labor and material was allowed for in the estimate.

4. 'The Committee, therefore, requested the Saperintending Engineer to mect
them on the premises, in order that they might point out these things; but
Captain Ryves, it will be scen, Tas declined doing so, nor decs he offer to inspect
the defects brought to his notice, by himself. More than this, he says (paragraph

.. 5) that he lcarns from Captain Beatty that the leakage was insignificant, and this

he says is to him ¢ the best authority.” The Government, perimps, will not consider
this concise disposal of the matter a satisfactory one, inasmuch as it leaves Captain

Beatty the judge of his own vase. The Committee arc all gentlemen of position,
and their unanimous representation of the defeets in Captain Beatty’s work appears
entitled to a less off-hand enquiry. It will be observed from the penultimate para-
graph of their letter to me, that a sccond shower of rain on the 12th ultimo left the
flooring of the castern dormitory covered with water to the extent of some twelve
feot square, and this in two places. .

" 5. It should be remarked in conclusion, (as the matter is alluded to in the
correspondence,) that on the first discovery of these defects,"the Reverend Chaplain,
the Seeretary of the Committec, wrote in very basty and indignant terms to Captain
Beatty. It was a demi-official letter, and did not come beforc the Committee, and
it has since been withdrawn. o '

m= to submit, for the orders of Govern--



P roccedings of the Madras Governmert, Public lVgrl's Department,
o 315t May 1866, ST ,

————
o o

.Referredr to t'he~Pu’blic Works Department, in order that the Superintending
Engincer may bo called upon for a full report on the subject adverted to in this

lctter, , .
, (Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
FORT Surnt Groxnge, S Clief Scerelary.

. 4th Apri1 1866. , _ |
Referred to the Superintending Engincer of the 1st Division, for carly and full

report on all the circumstances of the case. o

. (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, . E.,

ForT Saixr Grorar, ‘  Becretary to Government.

Tth April 1866.

No. 730.

mm—

From the Suﬁerintending Engineer, 1st Division, to the Sccretary to
Government, Public Works Department, dated Waltair, 27th April 1866,

No. 8,317. 7
) ~1. T have the honor to furnish the

dated 7. + : report called for by your endorsement,

ed 7th instant, on a letter from the Collector of the Vizagapatam District to tho

Cluefgsecretary to Government. - S o

the T;u The work was undertaken by Colonel Chambers, I believe at the request of
A stees to the Asylum. ‘ : Ny ) -

s am‘o ‘ 'I;he estimate was framed by the same Officer, and is dated 27th July 1863,

ond theun was Rupees 7,940 subsequently the rates of the estimate were revised,
4 amount passed by the Trustees for the work became Rupces 8,917.

+ ~.The building was commenced by Colonel Molony in August 1863 ; and, on

Enclosures 3.

his 1
Beatty,

- When I took charge of the 1st Division, the western dormitory was being

fed »
:;Z ; r; and the walls of the eastern dormitory were raised four to eight fect above
und. I inspected the building in company with Colonel Chambers, who

N ve m - . ) i
g2 e to understand that he was satisfied with the way the work had been.

. carried .
bad b on ifo far, and that the extra care required in building on such a bad site
cen given to it. . : . .

6. . . ' L
- During the subsequent progress of the work, Captain Deatty

ghare cave it a large

of his .- k)

ander pxx})ub time am.i .attentmn, and I frequently inspected it. It was carried on
of the AsI:-ell;l supervision, and I can only repeat here my statement to the Trustces
puilt. m ‘that the two dorgntone§ are, in my opinion,:wgl} and substantially

The doors and windows are badly finished : Captain Deatty states that at

the rate (

In that é?slz‘;:dslfle lc(tl)lgd not get better work done by the Vizagapatam carpenters.

1o finish off thy (31 ave obtz'z.med the consent of the Trustees to an extra charge,

had been blamed oors and Wm-dows more neatly. It appears, however, that he
ed by them when it was ascertained that the dormitories would cost

considerap] L =t
Yy more than was originally *cstin}ated, and ‘wished to aveid any appli-

cation {0 the Trustees for additional tunds. .’

8. Th - S

by the Trué:ez:a?L én the wall of the eastern dormitory, noticed in their complaint

‘ — » is due to the settlement of the east end. of the building, where the
o - e

eavi . . .
Ving the Department, was carried on to completion by bis successor Captain

s
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31st May 1866.

sand ridge falls away towards a deep nullah..  This might perhaps have been guard-
el azainst by decper foundations, but I shoull be sorry. to Lave to decide how much

deeper the foundations ought to have been.

9. The Trustees are misinformed as to the condition of the old building which
they allude to. -Its walls are rent with a dozen cracks, one or two of which are
even still widening: besides a square building with numeroas cross wa'ls should
bo 1ass liable to crack than a long terraced roof on two long parallel walls.

©10. The cracks in the roofs [of which there are three in the eastern and one
in the weatern. dormitory—it should be understood that. these cracks are only
trazeable by a slight break in the smooth surface of plaster outside the terrace, in
each case about the width of o thread] will be easily made good in the same way as
is done for the numcrous cracks to be found in any terraced roof in Waltair, Madras,
or other station, where the walls are not built on rock.

11. As regards the drainage of the compound, I am sorry that Captain Beatty -
did not have it done if the Trustees wished it but it is worl which might have
been readily done under the supervision of their Sergeant by a few daily coolies, or

by the orphan boys. - ’ : , ‘
12. Exceptasregards the doors and windows, the complaint of the Trustees 13

- based on exaggeration.

13. The Committee complain of my having declined to meet them at the
building to have the defects they notice pointed out to me. .I declined to meet

' them for that purpose, because I had reason to believe thatadvantage would be taken

of the occasion to put the Executive Engincer into a false position ; the meeting

‘would have become 2 Court of enquiry on his work. You will observe that, before

+declining, I had explained to the Trustees that I was thoroughly acquainted with

the state cf the building, and in fact had admitted thatas regards the windows they
had reasor to complain. - Nothing therefoze could have been gained by acceding to
their request. |, ) : ' :
11. 1have now, I think, reported fully on all the points brought forward in
the Trustee’s complaint, it remains to notice two points in the letter from the Col-
lector of the Vizagapatam District, in which the Trustec’s letter was forwarded to

the Chief Secretary to Government. -

15. First.—The Collector thinks it was not satisfactory that I should have
accepted the report made to me by Captain Beatty, of an inspection of theiroofs by
bim immediately after a certain fall of Tain, as ¢ the best aut/zo‘rity,” for a statement
made by me. I can only say that it was to me the best authority. )

16. Secondly.—Mr. Carmichael remarks that a certain letter from the Secre-
tary of the Committee to Captain Beatty was written in very hasty and indignant
terms, the adjective indigrant being evidently meant in the sense of just indigna-
tion; this, I think, indicates unconscious bias in favor of Lis brother Trustees on the

part of Mr. Carmichael, the letter was one which otherwise I am ccrtain he would
not attempt to defend. -

No. 7 31;
CIVIL WORKS, No. 101.

© OmpER THEREOKX, 81st May 1860, No. 1,725. ,

-7 1. A copy of the above report
will be forwarded to the Collector of
Vizagapatam for information.
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nnot consulcr that tue report cxonerates ﬁxo Of"lvcxs of
" the Department of Pablic Woxks, either furmor!y or recently employed, in referenco
to the construction of the new buxldm"s at tho Urphan Asylum. | ~ It i3 to bo feared
the eracks in the walls that tho fmmdatmn of - tho building may have Leen lai

fon ficient depth, and pcrlmps too closo to the edr'e of the declivity where the

) at:; : ln;Zb;‘\:’l ea?'x"ordf a less sceure fo.mdatmn. The defeets in the roof may no doulit
::3 tfff:ed to the same original error. - The floor of the dormitorics should have heen
raised above the level of the surrounding ground, both with reference to the Lealth
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doors and windows are stated to bo ¢ not of the 05f1mat§d (;Lmensxons, and on this
point Captain Ryves has off ered no bxplnnahon. T

3. While the Odicers of  the D ‘p:rtmc:xt of. Pubhc Worl.s are not cntirely
without reproach in regard to the constrnctmn of tho buildings, the Government
remark with regret that they - "cannot 1 in all respects approve of the condact of
Captain Ryvesin his commaaications on the subject with the T' rustees of the Institu.
- The Government do not think that Captain Ryves was warranted in ‘accept-
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:non' a report from Captain Beatty concerning an allewcd defect in his work as the 4 | : ?/j
 best authority” which could be offered to him. Without any dxspam"cmcnt to ' / 74
Captain DBeatty, that Officer was in some dmrce an interested party in this discus-
sion, and the * best authontv" would have bee'l an mspcctxon on the part of Captain { - .

P

Ryves himsclf, nor wa3 Captam Ry\cs ;astxﬁed in refu:mn‘ fo mect the Committee. ‘
The Secretary of the Committes was indeed hlrrhI) blameworthy in addressing an
intemperate letter to Captain Boattv, and in thus introducing a spirit of cxaspera-

tion into the relations of the Oficers of the Public W orks Department and tho
Trustees, bat C. 1p'c:1u1 Ryves might have, hcvermcless ‘cansented to mect the Trustees

in a spirit of conciliation and furbeamnce, and probabl ¥ a personal conference would ) ; ' . ) ' o ‘ : _ ]
have been the means of removing T 1mnderst:mdm~s which aro always to bo : -' L j C o
deprecated. It is obrious that on thexr fart the members of the Committce might X k | : U %%% W ‘ ‘

* have taken spontaneous measures to lovel the adjacent g "round in such a manneras o . | ( TR é c ;; or )
o p1event the flow of water towards the buildingl. - -~ - : : o T T ' ‘ ~ R . : - T
4. The Government observe with s:msfactmn that Captam P yves Ixns tendered ‘ " |
his assistance to. tha Conn thor. They trust that by his exertions the farther deterio- :
ration in the building may. be arrested, and that by the prcvalcnce of better senti- !
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