| ‘ - R ROI—-77006—8-8-37
(1) Number ofpa es » ‘l
(2) Da.teofrepalr “ 7 " ‘,
" MADRAS RECORD OFFICE. .~ .
vernment of Madras.
{Upy7 DEPARTMENT.
. GO.No. [6 98 e
of to ‘be folded or roughly handled =~ =
; B ]




I’rocccdmrrs qf t/ze JII aclras Go'vernment, Publ:c Works Department
.- - 20 J‘[aj 1866 R ,

PN

; ‘J

: .Nd.' ‘074. Read the followmw Proceedmﬂ's of the Madras Government in the
: . Judicial Dcpartment dated 18th May 1866 No. 766 :— '

- o

Rcad t} 0 following letter from “the Acting Magistrate of Kurnool to the Clief
. Sceretary to Governmcnt Port Samt Georrre, datod Kurnool 26 th Apnl

1866, No. 11. f} I R .

S "‘_,]; 1 havc the honor, xth refere'lce to the Proceedmrvs of Government » dated .

S -4 - 7 7 7 29th ultimo, on the subject of Subsidiary

v : o * Order No. 470. A J ails, to request that you will submit the .

-

P T s followmg remarks for the consideration -

-

of His Emﬂlloncy in Councﬂ B! lel not enlarge here upon the scandal which -

- these placcs of detention arc to our administration; the Gov ernment have already '

* had an inkling of what they are like, and I am certain that -when the reports called

for have been reccived; “any idea which may have been- formed regarding . the -
" abominable nature of these so-called Jails will be far surpassed by the reahty In

. support ¢ ‘of what I say, I bez to enclose an extract from-a letter, this day recen'ed :

from the Assistant Supeuntendent of Pelice in charfre of the District. - com el

-2,'In para'rmph 14 of the Ploceedmrrs quoted above, it is admitted- that the ’
wants of the several Dlstncts in this reﬁpect cannot be met at once, ‘or in any
lumted tune, and to meet extreme cases Magistrates are authorized, in paragraph’
14, “#to rent suitable houses near the Sub-\Iarrxstlates Cutchcrnes, ‘until lock-ups -
~fit for uso.can ba provided.” * This is-very well so far as it goes, but it often
happons that there are no houses to -rent, and if any are available, that’ they are *
“totally unfit for the detention of prboners “This is precisely the state of the case

~ with reference to the Peap"dlv Jail; reported on by the Assistant Superintendent of :
Pohce, anl from what I hear, I fear that this den is only a -type of most of the
‘lock-ups in the District.” With evils of such marrmtude to contend with, and with: ©

. only o remote proqpcct of having & full and final rcmedy applied to them, Task -
the Government to give “the Mafrlstmcy a wider . discretion, and to authorize them

~ to do the best they can to prowde a temporary remedy for a stato of things which’

- reflects on our civilization. " A few Rupees expended in knocking out a ventﬂat.or
_ here and there, oz subatxtutm'r iron railings for stone Walls, would often meet the, .
" u-gdnt requirements of any partlcular case. .- It would be a simple matter of makg~
-shift ; but, if done quickly, the money. would be well laid out, and the lives and-
health of prisoners would not be, endanrrered R pcndmrr the constructmu of pcrma— .

nent and smtable Iock ups - R

| Thc report called for by G'rovernmcnt shall be submltted as ea.rly as prac-‘ '

' tlcable, but at pr esent I have only one Covenanted Assistant, and he is in charge of -
‘the Jail during the abscnce on leave of the Zillah Surgeon. Having Lut recen tly
asstmed - charge of the District myself, I have @ good -deal to make myself ac-
. quainted with,"an 1 this can only be done conveniently at Lead quarters, or I would
»“havo taken a tour through the Dlstnct m"yself for the purpose of mspectmw and‘

reportmrr on the Subs! dlary Jails.. _ '
.i - Trnstmo- that the s ggestxon 1 have thrown out may h;we the favorable consi- v
derahon of the Government. - : : SRR
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Ixtract ol letier f: on tha As_lstm; Sanermﬁend \nz of Pohco, Kurnoo! da.ted 25‘.!1 Apx;ll' 18‘:6,
R \o 683, - gjj B S0 .
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-8, 'I’he Sadsidiary J.ul at Peapa’.l) is asthorouwhly bad in’ cons'ructmn as zu(‘h a placg

PN

could possibly be made. ~ The Polxee thore ozcupy one of the old Taluq C\.tchemes situated in the

* heart of the town. It isbuilt in ths usaal manner mth a high wall towards the street, the on]y

- opening in which is & wo~den door generally kcpt closed. -The other three sides of the enclosure

- are of the usml deep verandah style of buxldmg In the rcmote an"]cs totally shut out from hght
or fresh air, two walled black holea bave been constrncted, of the dimensions-of 12 X 12 Ly 7in’
Leight. The only epenings are the door,’ about feet 5 X 2 ho'xstruclcd of \vxdc wooden bars mth
but a very small space betwecn each and two sm:ﬂl mndows abouf. 2 fcet square. 41so closed thh

" wooden bars ; a wmdow in the rea.r “hl(h w28 ori. 'mzﬂly intended to vne some ht‘le wutnlatxon

. has been p!dstered up The pIace Was 80 d.u'k thaﬁ 1 was unable at 5 ». ‘M, to see vshcther thero
- ‘were any persons inside it or not.”. | On torning out "the prxsoners, I found six—four tned ‘and two .°
. not tried. The smell was most offonsive. . T am told that when the Deputy Collector is at Pea-
 pally, :as ‘many as 30 prisoners have been conﬁned in'these two places at one ume The only '

_reason that I have for doubting 'this statement is that I could h:mi]y amagme 80 many persong

" being shut up in such a place mthout pestxlence bteaxm'v out among them,, You will percewe that -

there are only 1,000 cubic feet of air in these p]aces and from their posmon in the remote arwles SN

of a square court, I should be mclmed to think that there was no pure air at all.." The Dolicemen
who guard complain that they cannot see whahthe pn oners are a.bout thhout the axd of a dark -
: lantern, which will give some xdea of what these placcs are Tike.) I consuder they are not ﬁt for the

custody of a human being for one day, much more are they unfitted for the conﬁnement of pnsonera
. under scntence. : Trustmw that you vnll take this matter mto consxdera.hon. w Bid L S

. The' Govemor in_Council “approves of the sup:,r:eshon made in t 10 fox‘ewomrr

- letter by the Acting . Magistrate” of Kumool ﬂmt “where smtablo houses are_ not .

‘available for usc as Subsldmry "Jails, and where'it may- be p()smble to’ render the_
existing buildings habitalle by shfrht alterations and’ 1mprovements, ‘of the naturé of

o ;those described in paran'raph 2, such alteratlons and 1mprovements shall be carned L _
; .out by the \Iawxstrates, in communiéation with the Executlve En"'mocr of the Rzmve, T

L and with’ tho Supermtendent of Pohce, and “without, referenco to Government,
o pronded thaf t.he charwe me}mfed in each caso shall not exceed Rupees 200

.
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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, J: ud;czal Department
. 18th-May 1866.
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\6.49.;\ Read the- followmg letter from the Acting Magistrate of Kurnool, to;
e the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George dated Kurnool,
26th April 1866, No. 11,

I bhave the honor, with refcrence to the Proceedmo's of Government,* dated
L - 29th ultimo, on the subject of Subsxdlary,
o * Order, No. 470. ~ Jails, to request that you will submit the’
S - following remarks for the consideration'
- -of His Excellency in Council. I will not enlarge here upon the scandal which :
- theso places of detention are to our administration ; the Government Lave already
had an inkling. of what they are like, and I am ccrtam that when the reports called
for have been recewed any idea which may have been formed. regarding tho;
‘abominable nature of these so-called Jails will be far surpassed by the reality. In;
“support of what I say, I beg tfo enclose an extract from a letter, this day rceeiv ed,§
! from tlie Assistant Superintendent of Police in charge of the District.™ }
oy In para"raph 14 of the Proceedings quoted abote, it is admitted that the |
Fwants of the several Districts in this respect cannot be met at once, or in any |
lhmted time, and to meet extreme cascs Magistrates are authorized, in paragraph
14, ““ to rent suitable houses near the Sub-Magistrates’ Cutcherries, until lock-ups ;
- fif for *fse can be provided.” This is very well so far as it goes, but it often
E happens that there are no houses to rent, and if any are available, that they are
totally unfit for the detention of prisoners. This is precisely the state of the case
" with Teference to the Peapally Jail, reported on by the Assistant Superintendent of ;
Police, and, from what I hear, I fear that this den i only a type of most of the
lock-ups in the District. W1th evils of such magnitade to contend with, and with
onlyﬂa ¥emote prospect of having a full and final remedy apphed to thcm, J . ask
“the Gﬁernment to give the Magistracy a wider dlscretlon, “gnd to authorize them

- to do the best they can to provide a temporary remedy for a state of things “hlch’;
reflects on Qur civilization. A few Rupees expended in knocking out a ventilator -

;
% Jiere and the\e, or substituting iron railings for stone walls, would often meet the
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(Swned) A- J ARBUTI:L\OT '_ . L én'f‘heqmém'en‘ts o?any particular case. It would be a simple matter of make-
' o " F o shlft but, 1f done qmckly, the money would be well laid out; and the lives and

ff e S d s L e ) : C}u Secretar
: LA ' ef '/ health of” prisoners woul% not be endangered, pcndm-g the construction of perma-
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1\0. 6‘3. o ORDER mEREON QGth May 1866 \I . 1 698 f*‘i ST e T il ‘ . nent and suitable lock-ups.. .
[ CIVIL_‘WORKS,zI\O. 9G. u. . | s Commumcated to the Supermtcnd- S 4 . -~ 3. The report.called for by Government shall be submitted as early as prac- |
- ————— mg :Engineers,” “with reference to the - -:’ig SN PN A . tmable, but at, present I have only one Covenanted Assistant, and he is in charge of |
S e “ L 'Aj\‘;'v_:_Order of the 14th ultuno, No 1, 104 R ) ; | “'the Jail during the absence on leave of the Zillah Surgeon. Having but reccntly
ROy Fobs : R | ;‘ os's\uhled charge of the’ District myself, I ave a good deal to make myself ac-i
b ; ; Z quamted with, and this can orily be done conveniently at head quarters or I would ¢
NN & | . havo taken a tour through, the District mysclt, for the purpose of mspcctmo- and |
; - { reportmﬂ' on the Subs1d1ary Jails. : B e T f
R ' 4. Trusting that the sucm'estmn 1 have thrown out may have the fa.vorable !
o ¥ con51derat10n of “the Government I have, &c. : ;
g { g ] ,, Ex'rmc'r of a letter from the Assmtant Supermtendcnt of Pohce, Kurnool dated 2ohh April 1866, (’ )
RO 3 No.B63. . - T |
R o e o }
- o0 3. The Submdxa.ry Jail at Peapally is as thoroughly bad in constructlon a8 such % pla.ce
o § ) : f could poss1bly be made. The I’ohce there occupy one of the 01«1 Talug Cutchemes sxtua.ted. in"the i,
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‘.' < Proceedings of -the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment, o .
. 18th B ay 1866.. < B j J T
_ . 3

heart of the Town. It is built in the usual manner with a high wall towards the street, the only
P ., _ ‘openingin which is & wooden door gencrally kept closed. The pther three sides of the cenclosure
] " are of the usual deep verandah style of buildine. In the remote angles, totally shut out from light

r ‘ or fresh air, two walled black holes have been constructed, of the diménsions of 12x12 by 7 in

, - height. The only openings are . the door, sbout feet 5X2, constructed of wide \yoodcn bars with
¢ but a very small space between each, and two small windows, about 2 feet square, also closed with r
= wooden bars ; a window in the rear, which was originally intended to give some little ventilation, ‘ 2T
f has been plastered up. The place was 8o dark that I was unable, at 5 .y, to sec whether there o i
T - were any persons inside it or not. - On turning out the prisoners, I found six—four tried and two
not tried. The smell was most offensive. ~ I am told that when the Deputy Collector is at Pea-
pally, as many as 30 prisoners have been conﬁxféd in these two places at one time. The only
reason that I have for doubting this statement is that I could hardly imagine so many persons

being shut up in such a place without pestilence breaking out dmong them. You will perccive that ':
. .. there are only 1000 cubic feet of air in these places ; and from their position in the remote angles . .= -t
T ~ of a square court, 1 should be inclined to think that there was no pure air at all. The Policcmen o
Se TR oo guarll COMPLAIN THAT TACY CANNOT Ble Wuat TuY prisvens n;am‘nhmd'.‘ withant tha aid of a_dark e
Lo lantern, which will give some idea of what these places are like. I consider they are not fit for the  ~ - .

: ‘ custody of & human being for one day, ‘much more are they unfitted for the confinement of prisoners R
under sentence. Trusting that yoil will take this matter into consideration, I have, &c. . -

,

¢ - £l
N

. No.-194; -~ " . _OrpER THEREOK, 18th May 1866, No. 766.- O e e

' " The Governor in Council approves of the suggestion made in the foregoing
letter by the Acting Magistrate of Kurnool, that, where suitable houscs are not
- - - - -—&vailable for usc as Subsidiary Jails, and-where it-may be possible to render the
existing buildings habitable by slight alterations and improvements, of the nature of

those described in paragraph 2, such alterations and jmprdveménts shall Le carried

~ outby the Magistrates, in communication with the Executive Engineer of the Rangé,
- and with the Superintendent of Police, and without reference to Government, pro-"
o yided that the charge incurred, in each case, shall not exceed Rupees 200. - - e
—--a~ s v e et e e (Trma Extract).__._.__;;,_;__»_u et e -"f_ B
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