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Procecdings of the Madras Goverument, Public Works Department.
Tth April 18€6.

No. 72. Read the following letter from the Chairman of Railway Terminus
Committee, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Madras, 26th February 1866 :— .

1. Ihave the honor to submit, for the consideration of Government, the

explanations of the Railway Terminus Committee on the several points noticed in

Government Order No. 314, dated 26th January 18G6. But, first, the Committee

desires to point out, that it has submitted po reasons for selecting a site for a new

station in the People’s Park, nor has it yet been in a position fully to consider the
eligibility, much less has it committed itself to a recommendation of a portion of
the Park as a site. Immediately on its organization, the site in the People’s Park
was brought before this Committee, but at the same time objections to its appro-

riation on the ground of an alleged guarantee and of the rights of the people were
raised. In order that these objections, as well as any others which might exist to
the selection of this site, might be fully laid before it and discussed, this Com-
mittee invited the Park Committee to mect it ; but the invitation was rejected, as

-

the Government is already aware, in terms which appeared to this Committee of -

unusual abruptness and discourtesy ; this Committee accordingly addressed the

Government in the hope that, through its intervention, the Park Committee might

be induced to comply with the invitation of this Committee. ‘ .
The Government, without acceding to the request of this Committee, desired

it to be shown to the satisfaction of Government, that no measure could be employ- -

ed for enlarging and perfecting the Royapoorum Station as well as the one at the
Cotaurs, to such an extent as might be necessary to enable them to accommodate

* all present and prospective traffic of the Madras Railway.
The communication from this Committee, of the 21st December last, was

simply confined to the discussion of these two points, and any recommendation

in regard to the site of the People’s Park was intentionally abstained from.

9. In their Order of the 26th January, now under reply, the Government have )

called for explanation on the following four points :—

First.—Whether, looking at the maze of sidings and buildings of the improved
Royapoorum Terminus, the very simple series of lines proposed, is sufficient to
afford room for the accommodation that will be required for a station at the People’s
Park, in which it is observed no provision has\been mad’e for the storage of coal,
coke, shelter of carriages and engines, &c., &¢., so that Government may not ata
future date be troubled with applications for extension. ‘

Second.—What extent of ground in the People’s Park will be required, and to
what extent any distinct understanding or guarantee relative to the old Cemetery
will be infringed by the occupation of a portion of it in the contemplated station.

Third.— Whether a site as suitable as that proposed in the People’s Park
could not be found on the east side of the canal, opposite the General Hospital.

Fourth.—Whether it would not be more advisable to make one large station
for both Goods and Traffic at the Salt Cotaur Station, taking in the whole of the
ground to the road from Vepery, with a view to economy of establishment.

3. In reference to the first question, I have the honor to re-submit the tracing

of the Improved Royapoorum Terminus; the maze of sidings and buildings exhi-
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ublic Works Depariment,
Tth April 1866

bited in which, caused Government to apprchend that the simple scries proposed
for the new Terminal Station, somewhere near the south-cast corner of the People’s
Park, would be insufficient, In this plin have now been marked the objects for
which the several lines traced on it were originally constructed, and these, the
Government will observe, comprise the necessitics of the Engincers, (Workshops),
General Stores, and Locomoti\jc Departments, Several of these lines will be

lines will be needed in their stead at

o longer be required at all, as shown in the
plan, and might be removed, (o] and coke will continue stored ut Royapoorum,

the most convenient locality for landing the fuel from ships. The engines will be
stabled at the Perambore Locomotive Works, where they can be most rea dily in-
spected, cleaned, and repaired. Thug there remain but ¢l requirements of a first
class station for passengers to be met, and as the plan submittod is (as reported in
paragraph 2 of my letter, dated 21st Dcccmbor,) arranged on the plan of a station

working 300 trains per diem al . . A X
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Minute by His Excellency the President.

No. 73. (Here enter 26th February 1866.)
| Minute by the Ilonorable T. PYCROFT.
‘No. T4 (Here enter 8th March 1866.)
Minute by the Honorable H. D. PHILLIPS.
No. 75. (Here enter 14th March 1866.)
OrpER THEREON, 7th April 1866, No. 1,0063.
No. 76 ) 1. The Government are still not
\ RAILWAY, No. 2. -1 satisfied with the reasons that have been

given for the proposed abandonment of

' th(; Terminal Passenger Station of the Madras Railway, or with
Royapooram as :

v

doption will involve a considerable addition to the esti-
op

the future operations of the goods traffic, and costing -
e

»
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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Works I

epartment.
Tth Aprit 1866. »

what has been adduced to show that the existing station at that place is not capable
of such enlargement and improvement as are necessary to render it, in'all respects
‘but one, a suitable terminus. The one respect in which it fails is in its situation, which
being on the outskirts of the more populous parts of Madras is admittedly ill-chosen
to afford the greatest possible facilities to passengers, and on this consideration it
is perhaps advisable to select a more central and convenient site. *

2. The Government admit that no better position could be fixed uron than
the neighbourhood of the spot which has been pointed out by the Commi;tee as in
every way eligible, but His Excellency the Governor in Council is confident that
| the objections which have formerly been stated to the diversion of any portion of
{ the People’s Park from its present object, and which have since obtained additional

‘~ strength by the support they have received from the unanimous vote on the subject

{: passed at a crowded meeting in the Park, are insuperable, J

3. The Committee allow that the piece of ground east of Cochrane’s Canal

and to the north of the General Hospital is equally eligible as asite for a central

station, and the only objection which they urge against it is the expense, stated at

Rupees 1,26,000, which would have to be incurred in buying up the, land and

buildings upon it and in constructing a bridge across the can:i. Bearing in mind

that the proposed station is to be the Passenger Terminus of a Railwa; system

-, ~ many hundreds of miles long, and traversing the length and breadth of the Madras
( Presidency, the Governor in Council does not regardaa.n increase in the cost of the

proposed changes, by the sum named, of such weight as to influence either the

Company or the Government in rejecting a site so very desirable, when it can be

obt_ained.at such a comparatively small pecuniary sacrifice, and without incurring

| the. continued strenuous opposition of the general community to the intrusion
{ | . which has been suggested upon the grounds set apart for the recreation of the people.
; He will, therefore, be prepared to support any proposition which the Officers of the

A}

- buildings as will not only obviate the inconveniences of the present station at
Royapooram, but will be in themselves an ornament to the neighbourhood.

(True Extract.)

Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government.

7 To the Chairman of the Railway Terminus Committee. with three Enclosures.
,» Consulting Engincer for Railways.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

Railway may bring forward for purchasing this land, and for erecting upon it such
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