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Communicating cer
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notice the dangerous state of the o
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for its immediate repair.
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ORDER THEREON,

sdras Government,
90th December 1863.
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Martin to proceed at on
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. necessary.
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To the Superinténdi_ng Engineer,
Military Department.
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' (True Extract.)
(Signed) CH

5th Division.
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(Here énter 4th December 1865, No.’ 4,461 .)‘ o

1865, No. 3,824.
Communicated to the Superintend-
gineer of the 5th Division, wao
equested to direct Mr. Sub-Engineer
and report on the present con-
ed by the Officers of the 15th Regiment
such repairs as may be deemed
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ARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government,
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT, .. ... -

PROCEEDINGS OF TIE MADRAS GOVERNMENT. - - L/
Read the following papers :— o : ]
- . From ?116 Commissioner .of Coorg, . Camp K(';tagherry,_ 27th November 1865,
“No. 16_.; to the Secretary to Government, Mihtary Dept., Fort Saint George.

T have the honor to forward, for the informqﬁion‘and), orders of His Excellency
the Governor in Council, the accompanying copy of a letter, No. 3316, dated
14th instant, with its original enclosure from the Chief Engineer of Mysore, bring-
ing to notice the dangerous state of the old palace at Mercara, with a yiew to its

repair before the next monsoon.

—————— v t———— .

. From the Chief Engineer of Mysore, Public Works Department, Bangalore, 14th November i865,
" No. 3316 ; to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Coorg. ]
In forwarding for ‘the Commissioner's information & report by Major Sankey on  the old palace
‘at Mercara, now occupied by the Officers of the 15th Regiment Native Infantry, I have the honor
to suggest that the attention of the Madras Government shogld be immediatgly called to the dan-
| gerous state of the building, with a view to its repair before the next mpnsqonl '
< .9. Ttis evident that the work will not only be expensive, but that it will require the careful
; é;nd close attention of an Officer or Subi?rdinate ; and as Mr. Stoddard is far too much occupied to

- undertake the duty, except in the way of general supervisilt)'i}g' I would recommend that one of the
Madras Department Public Works should be employed on it, but there is no time to be lost.
s ‘ Py . B L

: MexorANDUM ON THE MERCARA PALAcE. Sl
Having during my late tour of inspection in Coorg examined the - above building, I found

many portions of the floor and roof to be in what Iconsider a dangerous state, resulting directly from
the moist condition in which the beams have been kept during & great portion of past years. The
. worst part of the building is the first floor of the front of the palace now used as mess-room and
Commanding Officer’s quarters, of the roof of which the following is a rough section.
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lower than t‘he surface ofthe verandah ro;ﬂ‘conséduenti; none of the water which happened to drip ,
through the old (Raja tiled) pent roof above eould escaps, thus keeping the beams supporting the ]
concrete in & continual state of moisture, o ‘. :

3. Ifound the portions of the embedded ends of the beams come away in handfulls, and Mr.
Stoddard, who has examined the condition of the roof more than my time admitted, informs me
that the whole of the upper planking has rotted away, and the concrete now stands unsupported,
Any vibration communicated to the building might bring the whole of the mass down to the destruc-
tion of all below. Although in the absence of such cause the concrete would possibly stand for a
long time. I ghould not assume any responsibility regarding it, and therefore take this oppor-

¢* tunity of bringing the matter to notice. C . '

4. The Officers of the Regiment now occupying the palace have at their own cost thatched the
monsoon face of the pent roof, but this of course has no effect in lessening the mischief already done.

5. It is quite clear that were a good watertight pent roof put over all the whole of the cén= -
crete and the rotten beams could be entirely removed (substituting a cloth or planked ceiling) and -

~ this is the course I should bejinclined to recommend. T '

6. There is much more however than what I have mentioned i'equiring immediate attention,

- ond as the executive Engineer Mr. Stoddard is quite overwhelmed by his other duties, I would
recommend that the case be submitted for the consideration of the Madras Government, with &
a request that a Subordinate be at once sent up to Mercara to measure up the work to be done.
Much of the old timber will doubtless turn to use or be saleable, I should think however Rupees

3

menced before negt mongoos.

Banaearozs, }
- 14¢h November 1865,

v

10,000 should be reserved in the Madras Budget for the work, which should, if possible, be com= |

*

. .

(Signed) R.H. SANKEY, Major, R.E, -
Assistant Chief Engineer of Mysore.

" OpER, No. 4461, 4th December 1865.

Communicated to the Commandér-in—Chief, (Quarter Master Greneral’s Depart- ' _
ment) and to the Department Public Works, in view to immediate measures being B
taken to mect the exi,gilgcy\of the case, reported in the foregoing papers. |

o {\ s (True Extract.). , .o
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