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1. Iam dirccted to acknowledge the receipf of your letter, No. 468, da.ted

15th August 18635, submitting the Revenue Account of the Great Southcru of India ¢

Raﬂway for the half-year cnding December 1864. ’

4

Read the following letter from the Sceretary to the Gov ernment of‘
India, Public Works Department, (Railway), to the Secretary to Govem-

ment, Madras, Railway Department, dated Simla, 27th Septc*mber 18G5,;
No. 846 R:;— . .

{
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»

2. The more prominent features of the traflic on this Railway are L\}llblted‘
in thie table annexed ; and a comparizon 5

* See tuble attached.

which seems to call for a re-adjustment of the fares in the interests of the public.”

The existing fares seem {o have had the effeet of positively discouraging travelling

by rail amongst the mass, while the reccipts from this source bave been barely
mmntmned by tho extra tax pfml by thosc who have used the rail.

v

3 IHaving roomd to the number of travcllcr.s, the running of two through
trains daily soems to be more than the present requirements of the traffic demand,
and I am to suggest for consideration whether the substitution of oae train each way
daily, with perhaps a second train every other day, might not be made with great
economy, and without in any way incommoding the traflic. .

4. The queb‘mon of 1ev1acd fares is appar(,ntl) under the COllgldcratlon of the
Directors, with a sug rgestion by the Agent for the introduction of an intermediato
class at 5 Pie per mile between the present 2nd and Srd Class, the fares of which
arc at present 3 and 4 Pie per mile respectively, the first c11~s fare now being
one Anna a mile. The result of its adoption would probably be, that the present
ond Class would be’ omptlcd and the Consulting Engincer, it is observed, de-
precates the multiplication of classes and fares on this short line. Previous
to 1st September 1362, the fares were 10 Die per mile in carriages with scats , and
3 Pie without seats. Thereqftu' and up to May 1863, when the prmont fares were
introduced, the rates werc i—

h 1st Class 10 Pie per mile. . A :
oud do. 5 do. do. T
3rd do. 3 do. do. -

5. The 1st 'md "ml Chhp ssengers have, in the half-year under review, been
carne(l at a positive and heavy loss. T licir numbers have also fallen off, and on the

whole it appears incontrovertible that about 30,000 persons who used to travel on

this line during the year, are now prevented from so doing by the prohlbltorv
fares. “Under these circumstances, it certainly seems desirable to reduce _experi-
mentally the 2nd and 8rd Class faves (say to 5 and 2 Pies respectively), and I am
thercfore to suggest that, under the orders of 1lis Excellency the Governor in
Council, the subject may be considered by the Consulting Engincer in’ commum-

cation with the Railway authormes. : e
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of the number of passengers carried,*:
shows a scrious falling off in this trafiic, ;
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] 2d Noteriber 1865. - | LT " 2. The Consulting Engineer will also furnish the inforlhaiion‘reqm;reci -in
- ‘ * - .. paragraph 7. ;
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