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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Departmens,
25tk October 1865.

No. 636. Read the following letter from the Controller of Public Works
Accounts, to the Sceretary to Government, Department Public Works,
dated Madras, 17th October 1865, No. 1,669 :— .

1. T have the honor to forward the accompanying orlomal letter* to your
address from the Superintending Engi-
necer, lst Division, enclosed in a letter
No. 1,154, dated the 29th ultimo, to my address. :

2. Captain Ryves took credit, in his form I Statementt of the Ganjam Dis-
trict, for certain sums without the pro-
duction of bills in adjustment of expen-
diture up to 30th April 1865, which this Office objected to on the ground that all
expenditure up to that date should be accounted for by bills in the usual way, the
new system of monthly audit and clcarance taking effcct only from 1st May 1865,
it would not be fair to debit the Range Officers with the amount of unqdjtlsted
expenditure of the previous year,

3. Dut the unadjusted expenditure in question is shown to be on account of
advances made up to 30th April 1865, which are to be worked out in thecurrent year,
as well as for materials at site of works paid for but not uscd, and for expenditure
on unfinished portions of work done under each sub-hcad of estimate which will
have to be included in the work shown to have been done in the current year, -

4. Under parwranh 31, Chapter XX, of the Public Works Code, advances

o - and materials, &e., of the above descrip-
Circular of the Ohief Lngineer on the 3lst tion were shown at the foot of all
August 1861, No. CLXXXIL. quarterly bills as disbursements to be
accounted for in the next bill, and when such advances appeared in the bill for the
last quarter of tho year, the unadjusted amounts in that quarter were taken credit
for on the submission of the Lill for the first quarter of the ensuing year, but for
the current year no quarterly bills are necessary, and such an adjustment is not
therefore practicable.  Irecommend, therefore, the adoption of the proposalin para-
graph G of Captain Ryves " letter, viz., that a bill or list of materials in hand and of
the names of the Contractors with vouchers in support of the advances made tothem
be submitted to this Office to admit of the amount thereof being passed in adjust-
ment of the expenditure up to 30th April 1865, so that the eredit for the same may
bo taken in the form II Statements from the Suponnteudmw Inginecr and in the
quarterly Report of Progress submitted to Government. These materials and
advances will, as used up and adjusted by work done, appear accounted for in the
last three columns of the Report of Progress in the new form now submitted 1o this
Office. /

5. T would, however, draw the attention of Government to the large amount
of advances represented in the Statement forwarded by Captain Ryves as remaining
to be accounted for, viz., Rupees 46,534, while the value of the materials af site
was only Rupees 10,504-9-3.

6. The Supelmtcndlnw Engineer, 5th Division, has made an enqmry on the
same subjoct, and forwarded bills for the first quarter of the current year in adjust-
ment of unadjusted items in the bills of the last quarter of 1864-65,-but such bills
are unnecessary. LTwo bills of this description are herewith forwarded for inspec-
tion, and it is proposc cd that the Superintending Engincers be advised that tho valuo
of all materials in hand, and advances unad‘]usted shall be accounted for in the
manner now proposed, if they have been worked out in the current year

* No. 1,153, dated 29th September 1865,

tFor August 18C5.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
25th October 1365.

7. Advances which may be irrecoverable, or materials charged for and not
forthcoming, such as the materials damaged by floods shown in the bills of the 5th
o7 : )
Division, now forwarded, should not be taken credit for in the same manner. These
g )

should be separatcly reported upon by Superintending Engincers to Government ,
for order to write them off or otherwise dispose of them.,

From the Superinténding Lngin.er, 1st Division, to the Secretary to Government, Departme
Public Works, dated Wal air, 20th September 1865, No. 1,153,

1. The accompanying Statement shows the

balance of the expenditure of last official year
remuining uubilled for after the despateh of
bills for the last quarter of that year,
2. This balance, amounting to 57,164 Rupees, comprises (1) advances made to Contiactors
for materials, &e. ; (2) the value of materials in hand not then worked into the proper items of the
Abstract Estimate ; and (3) sums retenched by this Odice in the preparation of bills, to e
recovered by the Range Officers and credited in their current year’s accounts. -

3. It appea:s to me that the simplest and most satisfactory way of dealing with these unad.
jus'ed advances, is to keep them to thedebit of Range Officers until they have been adjusted by
work or recovered in cash. Tle Range Officer’s accounts should show how much of the work
shown in his Progress Report foreach month,as done during the month, was paid for in the previous

year : the amount of this would be taken in reduction of his unadjusted balance of last vear, anl
the remainder in clearance of the month’s expenditure,

nt

Enclosure 1.

4. Thisis the course I have adopted, but the Controller objects, and st

ates that the unad-
justed balance should be clearcd by bills in the usual way.

5. But thiscannot be done, thatis, cannot be done by bills in the preseribed form with
the particulars of expendituse chargeable to each sub-head of the Abstracts of Estimat
the Range Officers have not been required to keep two sets of Station Books for the works to
which the balances remaining unadjusted were charged, one (for me) showing the part of the
work under each sub-head of each estimate, which had been paid for in the previous year, and
the other (for the Controller) showing the remainder accounting for the month's expe

nditure,
The cubic yard of masonry reported done in the month might be made up of some st
lected and paid for lust year,

es; because

one col-
and some chunam delivered by a Contractor in clearance of ap

advance made last year, and some stone and some chunam and all labor paid for in this year,
6. 1fitis considered desirable that bills for this unadjusted balance be prepared in this

Office, they can only be simple lists of materials, and of names of Contractors w
support thereof.

7. I bave, therefore, 1he honor to solicit orders from Government auth

transfer the unadjus'ed balance to the debit of the respective Range Offcers, as suggested in
parazraph 3 above, or dispensing with the sub-head of Absiract E-timate form of bill, and allow-
ing the unadjusted expenditure to be cleared in the way described in paragraph 6.

No. 637.

ith vouchers i

orizing me either to

Oxzprr THERLON, 25th October 1865, No. 3,209,
ACCOUNT, No. 80.

. The Government approve of the course
proposed in this letter for adjusting advances

which were made prior to 1st May 1865, and
which remained unaccounted for by bills on that date.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) CITARLES A. ORR, Colondl, R. E.,

Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineers.

y» Controller of Public Works Accounts, with seven Enclosurcs.
,» Accountant General.

Esd. S. T. Augustin.
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