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Proceedings of the Madras Goverrment, Public Works Departments .
. 24th October:1865. - - F

No. 598.  Read the following Despatch from the Right Ilonorable the Secretary 2
of State for India (Railway), to His Excellency the Honorable the i
Governor in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India Office, London, 8th N

‘. September 1865, No. 12 :— _ ‘ . ,

1. Herewith is transmitted a copy of a letter from the Directors of the Madras e
Railway Company, dated 11th August, No. 1,871, on the subject of the terminal E‘: .
arrangements at Madras. .

2. You will observe that all the Railway officials are of opinion that the
prescnt site of the passenger terminal s.tation. 18 i_nconvenient, and 1t appears to be
generally admitted that, if it be retained, 1t will be necessary to incur very con- ..
siderable expenditure upon the station buildings. -

. 3. The Directors are of opinion that the present station must eventually be ¥
abandoned, as it is not capable of being rendered fit for the permanent terminus. .
They therefore propose, instead of incurring further expenditure upon it, to build .-
a new station in a central situation. By the adoption of this préposal, it is stated, o
the traffic could be worked more satisfactorily and economically, and the auxiliary E
station at Perambore might be abandoned. I agree with the Directors in thinking -
that, if a mistake has been made in the selection of a site, it should be remedied o
without unnccessary delay. Until this point has been sat1sfactur1ly.settled, I think
it undesirable that any further considerable expenditure should be incurred on the
present buildings, and in order that the question may be thoroughly investigated,
I would suggest the appointment-of a Committee to inquire into and report upon it.
This Committee may consist of three Government Officers (the Consulting Engineer
being of the number), the Railway Company’s Agent, their Chief Engineer, and
their Traffic Manager, and three members of the commercial communiyy. You
may probably think it desirable to ask the Chamber of Commerce t&#nominate

the latter.

4. T shall be glad to receive, with the report of the Committee, your Excel- L
lency’s views on its recommendations. ‘ L
" From the Managing Director of the Madras Railway Company, to the Under Secretary of State for >

India, dated 33 New Broad Street, London, 11th August 18635, No. 1,871. . .

1. I am desired by the Board to request the notic.e of the Sceretary of State for India to an
important question, raised by the necessity which has arisen for providing further accommodation
at the Presidency for the increased and increasing passenger traffic of the Railway.

2. The subject has for a long time been anxiously considered by our Agents and Officers and -
has lately been brought under the special consideration of the Madras Government by the Agent
in connection with proposals for the abandonment of the two existing but objectionable and i;ade’-
quate Stations there, and the substitution of one Central Station instead, of ‘proper plan and
dimensions and in a better locality.

3. In the erection of the present Terminal Station it has long been felt and admitted that a
double mistake was committed ; in the site, which is inconvenient for traffic, whether of good; or
passengers, and in the plan, which has rendered it impossible to effect in it the alterations and
additions demanded by the growth of the traffic. It proved insufficiency and inconvenience led to :
a proposal by the Agent, six years ago, to erect a separate Goods Station near the Salt Depdt, and e
a Central Passenger Station ncar the People’s Park. The former was eventually sanctioned b L
Government, and since the 1st of June, 1864, the whole of the goods traffic has been tr:msferreﬁ L
with great advantage to the new Station.

4. 'The passenger traffic, however, has still continued to be carried . .
Station, supplemented by an additional Station at Perambore, an unsat?snf:ftg‘? gll-gafﬁiﬁmil
involving increased charge in working and establishment, and withal so imperfectly m eetzimeilh,
object, that it is now necessary to go to considerable further outlay at once at Perambore, to ; r ; -
vide for the pressing requirements of the traffic. At the Terminal Station a very much regtg;-

outlay will soon be called for if the present arrangement be continued, in order to adapt it h%wever
imperfectly, to the increased traffic which the opening of the N. W, Line to Cuddapah and Bellar

and the junction with the Dombay line, must bring to it. The influence of this trafie is on{}
_beginning yet to be felt. i .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1Vorks Dgpartment,
24th October 1865.

Government to the Agent’s proposals are rested entirely on the large outlay incurred on the old
Station, and the circumstance that no satisfactory way of disposing of it presented itself. Otherwise
there is every reason to believe that the Government were quite disposed to sanction a measure as
advantageous and convenient to the public as to the Railway. It may be that under the expression

_of the opinion of the Secretary of State such use may be found. We are informed that the site is

generally considered at Madras to be extremely well suited for a Jail, and the site of the present
Jail to be objectionable. .

14. But whether an immediate use for the Royapooram Station can be found or not, the
Board are strongly convinced of the policy of not delaying the erection of a Central Passenger
Station, leaving, if necessary, the General Offices and Stores of the Company in their present
quarters, until they can be advantageously converted to other uses, and their cost, as far ag possible,

recouped to the Company.

No. 599. OrpErR THEREON, 24th October 1865, No. 3,192,
1. The Governor in Council resolves
RAILWAY, No. 51. to appoint the undermentioned Officers
~ to be Members of a Committee, which,

under the orders conveyed in the foregoing Despatch from the Right Honorable
the Secretary of State for India, will be convened to consider and report upon the
question of removing the present Terminus of the Madras Railway from Roya-

pooram to a more central situation :—
Mr. T. Clarke, Member of the Board of Revenue.
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