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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Ecclesiastical Department,

11t October 1863.

v —— ~ S e

Read the following papers :—
No. 26. From the Reverend J. RICHARDS, M. &, Garrison Chaplain of Fort Saint George,

and Superintendent of the Fort Sghoul, to the Ilonorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Suint Georue ; dated Tth July 18635.

1 have the hovor to biing to the notice of Governme: ¢ the present state of the Saint Mary's

. Church Fund, with an urgent request that sowe immediate measure of relief may be granted,

the expenditure of the Fund being now considerably in ezcess of the income.

2. Youare probably aware that this Funl accrued from the accumulation of monies
bequeathed from time to time, during the last century, (o the Minister and Church Wardens of
Saiut Mary's Church, for charitable puiposes. . .

8. 1T appears that in the year 1811, 8 AMr. Baker, who is said to have been the last Church °
\Warden of Saint Mary's Church, made over to the Accountant General of that period the whole
of the fund, then amounting in public Securities to Sicca Rupees 1,70,000, the income of which

_ was to be applied to cerain charitalle purpos-s, specified by hiw. By what authority this trans-

fer was made does not appear, a8 | can find no records of the proceedings of the Church Vestry,
subsequent to the year 1809 [t is evident, however, that the Minister of Saint Mary’s Church,
who is the princ'xpal Trustee of the Fund, was no party to it—I am ungble to discover who was
the Minister at the period above referred to, orf whether there was any duly appointed Minister
then in office. 1t appears, moreover, from the corespondence on t}(\e subject in the Accountant
General’s office, that the legality of the transaciion has been 1epeatedly called in question, and

that a former Advocate General recommended an application for an Act of Parliament to enable
the Government to dispose of the fund.
4, The proceeds of Saint Mary’s Church Fund have apperently, for the last half century,

been applied to the maintenance and education of a charity school for 50 boys, and the payment

of a certain pumber of Pensioners pominated by the Chaplain.

5. It would appear that up to a late period these proceg@s have been adequate for the pur-
poses of the charity 5 but now, in consequence of the general rise in the price of previsions and
clothing, they altogether fall short. 1 find that, wherea;s the average monthly expenditure for the
yesar 1863 was Rupees 754-3-0, for the present year it is Rupees §02-10-5. I should state that,
during the last few months, I have been compelled to renew the contract for Butcher’s meat at
one-half more than the former rate. Dread and other provisivns have proportionably increased
in price.

6. The amount of the fuud in public Securities now lying in the hands of the Accoun-
tant General is Company's Rupres 2,09,800, producing, at 4 per cent. interest, Rupees 8392
annually, of not quite Hupees 700 per mensem. It will be seen therefore that there is now a
monthly deficit of more than Rupees one hundred.. ‘

7. 1 beg to state that, on reference to the old records of the Church, 1 find that the money
was originally lent to the Government at rates varying from 8 to 10 per cent. interest, whereas
now the charity only receives four per cent., being considerably more than one per cent. below the
ordinary rate of interest. [ assume (h«t the charity suffered & loss of one per ceut.by the sud-
dén conversion of stock which took place in 1836.

g, Upon the grounds above stated, I have the honor to request that Iis Excellency the
Governor in Council will be pleased to take the circumstances of the charity into his considera.
tion, and to grant such a measure of relief a3 he shall deem expedient. 1 venture to indulge a
hope that 8s the Government allows to the Military Male Orphan Asylum 8 per cent. interest on

. its funds, His Excellency will be pleased to grant the same privilege to this chaiity, presenting,

as it does, exactly similar, and much older, claims.

9. Ibegalsoto point out that the school premises are in urgent need of extensive repair ;
end as we have no funds whatever to meet this demand, T respectfully vequest that the Govem:
ment Engineer may be ordered to do what is needful on this bebalf. '
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