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Pr'oceedings of the Madras Government, RRevenue Department
9t January 1863. ’
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No. 70. Read the following letter from W. T. BLAIR, Esq. Acting Iofw Commissioner, t
U - S H

J. D. SI?[, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department Fort Saint G ’

dated Coimbatore, 31st Qctober 1864, No. 72— ’ amnt Lreorge,

) Stn,
¢

1. T have the honor to submié th i
1 e accompanying Budget on account of 1
mission for the official year 1865-66. ° 7 the Lo Com-
2.. When I wrote to Government in March last, soliciting sanction for ceitain additional
Establishments, I anxiously hoped that the work could b2 completed within the current official
year. Though however the calculations I then made were bised on data that were in the main
been rendered somewhat erroneous by circumstances which could not be

correct, they have since
foreseen, and moreover, the Settlement in one District has been unexpectedly impeded so as to be
[

prolonged consid«rably into the next official year.
3. I shall begip by a brief but comprehznsive statement of the business of every descrip-

tion yet remaining to be done in connection with this Commission.

4. Out-door or Settlement work.—As I calculated in my list letter, the Settlement will all
be over by the end of the current official year excepting in the District of Trichinopoly., 1 l ha
District, two, out of five Talooks, were taken up and settled upon the basis of Su{'.v D this
and Tarams contained in certain rough lists furnished for the purposs by Mr, P ?‘dareas,
Deputy Director of Revenue Settlement. In the course of introducing the new Set.der:L te’ e
Officer found that the rough lists s0 furnished by bim contained erave errors, such ené-lhat
fields being set do§vn as In4m and vice versa, and he therefore decli:ed to fumis’h an N hl;“car
ing three TaIQUks, until he had himself completed their Revenus Sctﬂzl::c o

found himself ina position to supply accurate and trustworthy data for this Departmentlzr, and
ceed upon. Mr. Puckle suggested to this Department the alternative of having l'ecourseot Pf}‘:-
data furnishcd by the Kavnams’ accourts, which the Deputy Collcctor considered to be n "t‘ °
ously incorrecty To have acted upon this alternative was of c¢ruise out of the T
had no hesitation in decid question, and I
this opinion the Government will concur with me. Accordingly the Ioédm Settlement of th i
. ing Government Talooks was suspended, and the Deputy Collector has been otherwi ° ‘;' remain-
onths in the registralion of Indmsin the Poliapus of the District s:rf?‘i)nogie:ji:::

the last few m
or wor k. Mr. Puckle having promised to furnish the necessary data from time to tim
e 48

for the remain

min
his progress enab
they are received; but as the data for the last Talook will not be avai'able accordi

ccording to

Mr. Puckle’s expectations much before June 1833, the Infm Setilemen p
- t Of tt . .
be completed much before August of that year, . o e .l?_‘st"“" cannot
5. As regards the gettlement of Malabar, which has been entrusted to ihe Collector with
.« .- {¢)
verrment, that Officer in his latest report hopes that it will be comple[:dw:y‘

> -

the sanction of Go
the end of the curr

to dispense with the extra Establishment now plac:d at his ¢isposal from’ the funds of the Ina
. nam

L3

Commission. ’ .
6. With rzgard o Office work.—As it is not possible to convey a correct idea of the many

matters remaining to be done under this head without going into some detail, I solicit the atten

tion of Government to the folluwing particulars, which I have throwa into distinct paragraphs for

convenience of reference-

w. First Review work-
Inam villages, and about 6,000 cases 0
12,000 of the latter may be expected from the Distri
total of 20,000 cases to be reviewed by myself and my Assistants.

8. 1naddition to the above, there are between 5,000 and 6,000 cases relating to all the
Districts already gettled by the Commission, which though duly Tegistered have been postponed
are lying over from yarious causes, such as doubt as to the proper mode of disposing of them,

—There are on hand at present for review the Registers of 1,200 whole
f minor Indms; aud about 1,000 more of the former and
cts still under settlement, msking in all a

and

-

e e A s -
s et kR et o T2 B

e e . ——— i ——— i 4 =

ing that accuracy was not to be saciificed to speed; and I trust that in

les him, the Indm Settlement of the Government Talooks will be resumed a ’
8.

ont official year, or thatat any ratei rill g
year, yrate it will be so far advanced as to euab'e him -

e P e o amn

!:,fjj'ﬁ*t
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2 Proceedings of the'Madras Government, Repe

Otk January 1865,

B NS

" M
a reference being required o other cases not then at
study or discussion, and a variety of similar reasons,
were usually, and [ may add, naturally kept back to
instead of being allowed to im pede the review of a m
9. For nearly similar reasons, whole classes of Ing
over without final disposal pending, in some cases, information op opinions fr

authorities, and all involving difficult points for disposal. h )
10. In the way of references and replies from

which have tobe disposed of, mostly involving the de

nue Department,

hand, an intricate dispute requiring careful

Cases like these involving difficult point

Tahsildars, in every part of the Presidency,

A
. e A e r e e kA . g AT ot

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, . 3
: 9¢th January 1865.

-

b2 copied actually counted, and the result is, for the reason already explained, that the number
of pages for transcription instead of being taken at 31,200, o-ught to have .been taken at 54,760.
This unexpected increase of work necessarily vitiates my estimate of the time required for the
transciiption of fair Registers, and prolongs the time actually required for that woik to upwards
of eight months of the next official year.

15. The work of examination of the fair Registers is at once the most important and the
most tedions part of the office work yet to be accomplished. A steady and decided progress has
been, and is being made in this, and yet it is impossible, on account of its nature, to bring it to
a close within as ShOe’.t. a poriod as could be wished. The circumstance which has increased the
quantity of copying work, as explained in the preceding paragraph, must of course operate

{

of Tille Deeds already issaed, 1 1. roushls compu::dm:h:tf 1trlr:5:ertant 4ppeals or the correction { equally to augment the Examiner’s work. In my last report, I c;lculated‘that- the I.Zxa.miner’s
certainly more thon this number are still due from, Tahsildars, are about 699 on hand, and i work a3 thed estimated could not be completed with a complement of ten Examiners in fess than

110 “There are, besides, on this date, between 5,000 and 6.000 Appeal Petir ‘, two and a half years, that is, within a year and a half after the close of the curcent official year.
posed of. These, though mostly received throuxh the post, ::annot, Il’)ze:e;:cltm;s.yet to be dis- The work as now more correctly estimated cannot with the same staff be completed before the
that they were not presented personally, for owing to the hea ] quarters of t}:e '()oemu?i:;;::e gl’Olfnd | end of the ofhicial year 1866-G7. . .
rapidly form one part of the Presidency to another, suffisient facilities were not alwa sj ovng f 16. DBoth in connection with the copying and Examiner’s work, I am anxious to draw parti-
to aggrieved parties for mikiag.their complaints in person, This, by feself, is o ':mf]:ese:te'.j ‘1 cular atteniion to a fact to which I did not give sufficient prominence in my last letter. Both
ordinary magnitude, and no doubt before the Commission actually closes sevc:ral thous e B f the Copyists and the Examineis have to deal with orizinal Registers written very roughly and
petitions will be added to the existing num ber. sand more

12, Generally, ag yet, no lists have been furnishe] to the Col!
been decided by this Department to be resumed for various reasons,
ration of terms, default of gervics, or voluntary relinquishment by In
fluous to say much on the importance of_this work ; for unless it is
the Indm Commission in several thousands of cases would remajy inoperative for years to
Such lists were indced opened at an early period of the Commission, but the pressure of c:;::::;
work prevented their being continued, and the whole yet remaing t2 be dsns carefully and wil
involve considerable laber.

13. There remains a yery important work gtill to be begun and ac
cular Depaitment, viz., the preparation of final Abstract Statements o
every Talook and District of the Presidency. The rouzh accounts hitherto kept in the Office,
and continued from month to moath for the preparation ‘of the periodical Progress Reports to
Government,cannatbe now relied upon, as numerous subsequent corrections have beeg made,which
must all be duly taken into account before correctness can be insured. Moreover, the informa-
tion furnished by them is not in sufficient detail to serve the purpose for which the general

such as want of heirs,

€XDie
&mdars, *P

It would pe super-
performed, the decisions of

complished by the Verna.
f the Inim Settlement of

" abstracts are tobe compiled. The maznitude of the. Accountaat’s libor which these abstracts

, will require may be easily conceived, when it is remambered that the number of cases they embrace
will be more than 3,50,000, spread over upwards of 230 Talooks throughout the whole Presidency,
and tlhat the various de.eriptions into which the Inims will be divided in the abstracts will be
numerous even after a comprehensive classification.

. M. 'The{e are still two more suAbjects closely eonnected with the Office work which reql;ire
particular notice, The first of these is the transcription of fair Registers. The Government
will observe that ab the date of my last repoit, I estimated the number of cases to be copied,
inclusive of those for the unfinished Districts, at 1,50,000, and the number of pages on which
they could be written at 31,200, five cases being allowed t0a page, with reference to the ordinary
simple eases, and I then calculated that the work would thus take g year ard a quarter for
twenty-five Clerks, and hoped that by being a.ble to add to the number of Copyists from other

Departments of the Office, the work might be accomplished within a year. But these calcuh-

tions have been falsified by a circumstance which could not possibly have been foresecn. Most

of the cases received from the Districts, as well as lhpse reviewed in the Office, since the date of
my report, are whole village Indms, chiefly of the large Zemindaries of Ramnad and Sivagunga,
and the District of Tanjore, and the Registers contain so much writing in consequence of various
difficulties connected with their Settlement and the large number of shares in which the villages
are held, that hardly one case is transcribed on a page. I have now bad the Pages remaining to

Rl IR AT

ectors, of Infmg which have -

bl

= et — AT TP

hurtiedly, and for the most part by the Depury Collecto s themselves in very indifferent and
oftentimes illegible hand-writing. It is not like copying from Registers alveady fair written as is
the case with public correspondence generally, The Copyist loses considerable time in deciphering
the original, and has often to refer to his immediate superiors in cases of doubt. S) also with
the Lxaminers. It must be vbvious that work under such difficuliies cannot be pushed on at a
greater speed than would be consistent with accuracy.

17. There is a subject which though perhaps more closely connected with the final report
still deserves special notice, not only as being very impor:ant in itself but asa part of the closing
work of the Commission, likely to tax the time and labor of the office to no light extent. I
allude to the necessity of a cowpilation from the records of the Inim Commission being made
and passed through the Press for the purposes of future refeience. The Inim Commission
in the course of its operations, has directly and indirectly affected so many matters, both small
and great, intimately connected with the Revenue administration of the country, that it is fnost
important that every Revenue Officer should be furnished at the close of the Commission wu.h a
Manual containing a clear and well digested statement of the mode in which the multifarious
tenures of each District have been practically dealt with by this Commission, At present there
are very few out of the Department who are well informed as to what the Inaim Commission ha_s
done in each District, and the inconveniences resulting from this circumstance aie already mani-
fesiiny themselves.

1,8. The above sketch of work ?emaining to be done yvould be incomplete without some
allusion to tlie general report, the preparation of which in however simplified and condensed a

e cccupy some months.,
rormlv;(.mki‘;i]:)}i ihe ma}?s’ of work thus remaining to be accomplishe.d, it is simply impos'aiblé to
hope to close the Commission within the next five months that remain of the clfrreut ?ﬂicnalli) e.a‘;l-
1 have-anxiously considered the subject, and have careful'y discussed every item of work wi

: it 1 i st bi ithin which the Commission can be
my Assistants, and it is my belief that the shortest time within whic e Co

tisfactorily wound up willnot be earlier than the end of December 1865. The Budget herewith
satisf

bmitted has been accordingly caleulated to that date, and I shall now proceed to notice briefly
submi e

: i isions, .
some of its chief prov 20. For reasons already givenin paragiaph4,

Deputy Collector. I propose to retain in the Commission one
ey aA
Deputy Colector 10 conclude the Settlement of Trichinopoly up to December 1865, and

epu '

I would nominally retain for the first two months of that official year, lest accidental
two more

.

PO e
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T e

circumstances should oceur to

prevent their closing the Tinnevelly g
of March 1865. €Y Bettlement exactly by

the end

2], Considering the

Central Office. woik to be ¢

quantity of Office
ty of my having the -
4048 23 at present, must be obvious.
22, The Central Office Establishment will
have to be continued ip. ji¢ present entire
strength, incluye of the addition sanctioned
under the 4y

one, the necesyj
Establishmens,

* 6th May 1884, No,

781, Revenne Department.
13th July 1864, No.

367, Financal Department,

Vernacular Clerks,

.23- As the present staff of Gumastahs wil}
Le nsufficient to get through the fing) Abstract
Statements within the time, I haye
the Budget lst, an additon of fif
cular Clerks for nine monthg of
year, as specified in the margin.

.24» The work of the fair Register
Examiners wi]] be, as shewn in poragraph 13, the
the Commission iy Dece Hit were
h of work also to 4 close at the same time by
ers, but the nature of the work Tequires peculiar
and itis very difficult to secure

a sullicient number of
ot therefore very confidently promi

RS,
t1Clerk'st .. . e ee 85
2 do. e es e oo 30
4 do,

LR 11
8 do. e se ar es 4. 40

proposed in
een Verna-

the official
Ezaminets,

only one which wiil continue beyond the close of
possible to do so, I would gladly bring this branec
entertaining a large number of additional Examin
qualificaiions and some previous training,
competent persons for this duty. I cann
examination woik, but as it is importan

t that as much Progress should be mage as possible, I
have proposed in the Budget list a further addition of ten Examiners ang

: Readers with the inten-
ducation as I can meet with for that duty,
25. The Manager and the whole staff of Examiners with their Rea

ders and four Clerks for
contingencivs inclusive of the proposed additional number, Supposing them to be entertoined with [
the Record-keeper, and a portion of his Establishment, will be Jef; under the charge of an Assist. |
ant to complete the work either independently or under the directions of the Board of Revenue,
as.Government may be pleased to direct. Tae Government w,] accordingly observe that thig
purtion of the Establishment has been provided for for the three months beyond December 18¢5,

26. In conclusion, I trust that the Government will pardon me for thig lengthy reporr,
which I would have avoided did I not feel that the Government would, after the rather con-
fident tone of my lust report, naturally expect from me a full exposition of the grounds which have
necessitated another Budget on account of the Iugm Cominiy

tion of securing as many young men of e

Si()nc
No. 71. OrpER TBEREON, Oth January 1865, No, 29,
1. With this letter the Acting Inim Commissioner submity
Miscellaneous.l his Budget Estimate for 1865-¢6,

2. The Government were led both by Mr., Taylor and by Mr. Blair, in the papers noteq

pect that the work of the
Commission would certainly be brought to 4
close by the 30th April 1865, and they regret
to find that this expectation and the assurances to the same effect which they Lave conveyed to
the Supreme Government, will be disappointed,

in the margin,* ¢o ex
@ From Mr, Taylor, dated 2nd November 1803, No. 63.

From Mr, Blair, ,  19th March 1863, ,, 20.

R e, T - . ~ _
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. 1, S5
: of the Madras Government, Revenue Deparimer
Proceedings " 9¢h January 1865.

JSUUNUUUUUUNUUURP RS

jssion, it i doubt diffieult to fi< pre-
am Commission, it is no e
jons as those of the Inam is ubt difleuts to T X
3. Insach oper'ahorll ich the work can be brought to a close ; :uté i ot onece;mﬂy
. . . : ’
cizely the pertod Wltgm . i]:*ioners from so confidently assurmgdt t; oar mmenty nee
ommiss e N
huve dete”edﬂ:h‘e aleulations, that the work would be complete ¥
re
dependent on thel

: sut-door or Settlement work
. . 1, it appears that the out . remen l
" Blair’s letter, above recorded, o the Trichinopoly
4. Irom LII)L :}il:lerrfd of the current official year, as anmlpat:d,jj'xcef:\::zf I:evenue Settlo.
will be all over by ] I Talooks until the Deputy Direc T
i e it rended in severa HI iti lg correct areas an
Distriet, where 1t 18 :::I;:ttlement of the District, is in a position t}o tsuxf)grxthce last Talook can
' ment, who conducts Mr. Puckle does not expect that th? fequlred tl;‘ aIném Settlement of the
' rates of assessment. J\;ne 1865, and Mr. Blair is of opinion that eThis telay 1o evidently
bo given much b;foreompleted much before August of that year.
District cannot be com

unavoidable. |
\ . Commissione’s Office, as explained in.paragraphs 6 to 18, lslv;:ri:;lllil:::_
. e wor e ament ;'e led to believe, and the continuance of the .Centra stablish
e Govemment‘:vef 1863-66, is obviously necessary. Mr. Blair Zta}t]est d::  the
. . ment during the ff:t::tif?;ct(;rily wound up earlier that]xJ the En?ho: ple?i(i%‘ aI;Ieth:S e work
ot Tegio i inued beyond tha
Sgn?}zl;zznﬁegiswr Exami“ef;_ wxli'loiwgiié:l?:nc; Zt;r;:tion o)f7 the Establishment for nine months,
| his Budget accordingly, provll ing ‘
E and for the rest for the whole year.

i tances stated by the Officiating Commissioner his Budgetf ‘::elggf;?g

6. Under ibe Clrcums' g modification. Mr. Blair proposes to employ. on'e 0 e P

is accepted with the follov“ mDto have charge of that portion of the office Whlc}f 18 toh. e rnneces-
Assistants for (he Who'le )ear" ing the fair Registers. The GGovernment consider t 1511; neces:
{o complete the wor}{ of exail;stetl by Mr. Blair in paragraph 25, l.)e transferred to tl;: :es 200
sary. The Office will, ala)s s::naber 1865, and the Manager (an expfzrlenced officer ohn Ei};miners.

!' Revemuo 8t ho 0% zf t(ilce orders of the Board efficiently supervise th'e wort (l))f tAeu s
per mensem) can R et t Trichinopoly will, it is expected, complete’hls wor ; y ag s 185
The Deputy ?oue((:lt:rfir him till December following, four r'nonths exgendlt;‘r: n:e315 ereore
e pmv}l::?t.ls Izi‘ter the Gommissionet 1 relie‘eg Zisl: liv(ill‘;tlis:n.ynag::sz;l: thepEstablishment
o ) o? the Peons noted in the margin w.ill be
3 Teom Pem}l B.E.'i’e;?;.eac.’.‘. e e e 2 ’ sufficient. The provision made for contingen-
3 Peons on

al
! g 3,000 to 1,500, the actua
¢ ‘siomer's office may safely be reduced from Rupees 3, ,
toq 1 ommission

cies I“dlfltl:re in 1863-64 was only Rupees 833. | Ny

. expen . - , . aes 85,400, agains
isi der ¢ Additional Establishment,” anzounui)g.to VI:;:];; Ie:a‘.i;l;)l,y 00, agninst

7. The provision _u“ te for 1864-63, is very large. The mcreas: 1stom ::m.y o et
Rupec® 19473, e es“‘“; Readers and of 15 Vernacular Clerlks tol KSGG; eNOp b e
tion of ten Examm;,?rs‘z T:edin«s O e eanment, dated Sth May ’
[ * ganctioned in the Fro g

i stances stated in
he Examiners already employed. Under the circum
oy of the Ex
increase of the rsy i

P
. . {
of his Estimatel, tolim o exere
to ensure the performa
50 a8

ith the large expenditure proposed.
w [ .

i nts
.. ubordinate servants,
i rcise strict supervi-1on over t.he ; lity and quuatity
They look to him to exe ¢ of work commensurate in quali y
orw *

i ———
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e
———

p ] pa £
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* benefit arising from the final settlement of ¢lajm
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6 Proceedinesg of the J e e
83 of the Madyqs Govern-men_t, Revenye Department, —
9tk Januarr/ 1863,
~— .“MMWMM S —— "‘"\-"W“\-\-»“'\—v‘.
8. The several items passed in this Ocder are 8 E
Estimated ‘
— - b
For 1862-63. | For 1863.64, | o, 1864-65. | For 1565-66. ;
| — e .
Corpmxssmner. e 29,500 9,656 30,000 22,500 !
Asls)xstants l:o]I Commxssmner and ’ ’ o E
.eputy Collectors, o 42,984 - 35 3
Fixed Establishme_nt. 57,116 21’?1)2 gf’)gg “’)208
Temporary Establishment... 701 4’468 5 o
Fixed tentage ang travelling alloyy. ’ 19472 32,400
Baira o™ 7T e LU o | g |
Contingencies and other items, . 5:073 6‘3'2? ?888 God0

for varioug reasons,

earliest possible period, indeed jts postpon

10. The preparation of g ¢
letter is desirable. But the Goy
itis sent to Press.

t work apg should
O0g a period
sug

e completed at the
is very Unsatisfactory,

gested ip Paragraph 17 of Alr. Blair's
8€¢ some specipen Pages of it before

ement for gg |
mpilation, guch ag that
eriment would wigh to

11. The Government consider that the ti
Office from Coimbatore to Madras,

Collector of the District, and, i resence shoylq at

ement, he can proceed
The bulk of work now remaip.
arge and pot only to

d €xamination of the

ing to be disposed of in the Centr

the Southern Districts. And sucl, work as the preparat;

Registers, &c., can be better performed at Madras, wher

Coimbatore, Moreover, retention of the offics at Coimb
of batta.

12, Mr. Blair will accord
13. Including the expen
mission will amount, in round

On, trangeription an
e skil!

ed agency ig
atore j

nvolves extra €Xpense on account

ingly arrange for the early transfer of h
ses likely to be incurreg in 1805.
numbers, to Rupees 10,00,000, whi

is office to Madras.
66, the tora] cost of the Com-
e the annual revenue realized
mount to about 8* lacs so that
ain resulting from the measure
is large, independent of (he pelitical and sociy
8 long subject to question, the removal of much

mistrust and anxiety among a large and influentigl portion of the community, and the release
of five million acres of lang from disabilities which necessarily lessened thejr value and imposed
obstacles in the way of their improvement. ’ )

14.  With these remarks the
General,

* Total amonnt of quit-rent up to November 1884, exclu.

s1ve of Village Service Inams, was Rupees 6,71 000, the pecuniary g

Government resolve to transmit the Budget to the Accountant *
(True Extract.)
- (Signed) 7. D, SIM,

Secretary to Government.
To the Officiating Indm Commissioner.

» the Board of Revenuye.

» the Accountant General,

ss the Civil Paymaster,

» the Finangial Department,

Exd. S. T, Augusiip,

Procurable than at .

any time be required
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