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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,

-Tth October 1865

No. 143, Read

the followiﬁg Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Judicial Department :—

Calling for report, &¢., regarding the swamp at (lere enter 27th September 1863, No. 1,388 )

Coimbatore tank.

No. 141.

OrpER THEREON, 7th October 1865, No. 2,966.

CIVIL WORKS, No. 20.

Communicated to the Superintend.-
ing Engineer of the 7th Division, who

Exd, 8, P, Augustin,

will give his early attention to the
orders in paragraph 2.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
- Secretary to Government
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' lntA)leztsamt; discussion with th

s of the Madras Gover_nment; Judicial Department, -
o7th Septenber 1865,

Proceeding

-

No. 296. Read the following letter from W. FRASER, Esq., C. E., Special Ex-

ecutive Engineer, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E,, Sccretary to Government,
Public Works Department, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 12th Sep-

tember 1863, No. 38. ,
I have read, in the Zimes of this morning, the Proceedings of the Madras Go- .

vernment on hé sanitary condition of Coimbatore. As the project therein alluded to

was designed, and partially executed by me, and as I believe that full information
regarding it was 1ot before the Government when their order was passed, I have
the honor to request that they will be kind enough to excuse my reviving the
, for their information, the following remarks :—

I have none of the papers connected with this project, and my statements are
therefore from memory ; but there were several Government orders passed about it,
ose will explain fully the action taken by Government in the

question, and submitting

and a reference to th

matter. 7
in a sanitary and commercia] point of view, of draining

2. The importancey _
the swamp about Coimbatore was 80 evident, that, very soon after I got charge of
the District, I made arrangements for including the estimate for the necessary works

in the next Budget; but, on consulting the Collector, Mr. E B. Thomas, I found him
so decidedly opposed to the scheme, that, in deference to his wishes, I abandoned it.

On the occasion of the visit of His Excellency Sir Charles Trevelyan, he, (ac-
Thomas, Dr. Porteous, and me) drove along the margin of the
ts filthy condition, and the abominable stench
led the Collector’s and my attention to it, and
lace to remain in such a disgraceful condi-
d His Excellency ordered the plans

companied by Mr.
tank, when Ilis Excellency noticed i
which arose from it. He at once cal |
blamed us both, for having allowed the p
tion. I explained how it could be drained, an
to bg prepared. X :

3. We were then going to
over to the new Police. A discussio

the Jail to see the custody of the convicts handed
1 arose as to how the convicts were to be employ-

ed, the Superintendent of Police objecting to their being broken up into small
parties and scattered over the station as they thenwere. His Excellency suggested

that they might be employed on the drainagé of the swamp, and aftera rather
e Collector, who, up to that time had had the employ-

ment of the convicts, I was directed, much against my own wishes, to take them

in hands, and employ them on that work immediately :— |
of this statement as to the origin of the

t a very different and incorrect one has been
ful public work was stopped in conse-.
ry improperly, been connected,

I have to apologize for the length
work, My reasons for making it are tha
3iven, and because I believe that a very use
Juence of the personal feeling with which it had, ve

The works were pushed forward until the outfall was secured, and a new Kalin-
Sula built ; but they were stopped on my leaving the District, and the convicts
¥ere again placed under the orders of the Collector.

‘L 4. Ml' Grant in his letter, No. 86, dated 18th July 18065, says ‘I cannot
. elp thinking that the evil effects of the tank, in a sanitary point of view, has been
‘ over estimated.” * * ¢ Mr. Fraser’s original project will, I feel convinced, cost

a large sum of money in actual outlay, and, if I am not much mistaken, in a remis-
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" shallow, varying in depth from 18 inches to nothin

s

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
R7th September 1865. |

“ sion of assessment on wet lands, become unprofitable for want of water, the
“ result of improvements.” _

T.ha.t Mr. Grant is mistaken on all these points, Thave no doubt whatever ; and
my opinion is formed on a thorough knowledge of the place, and a careful consid-
eration of what should, and could readily, be done. -

As regards the sanitary condition of that portion of the Native Town which
a‘djoins the tank, I would only say that no one who had walked through it at any
time, during several months of the year, would say that its filthy and unhealthy
condition could be over-estimated ; and I know that the opinion of the Medical
Officers of my time was that cholera very rarely was absent from that locality.

On this point, however, I would refer to Dr. Porteous and Dr. Cornish, both
of whom lived for ycars at Coimbatore, and know the place well. | |

5. The completion of the work, as designed by me, need cost but little in
actual outlay, as nearly the whole might be done by "the convicts, as there could be
no more convenient work to employ them on. ' '

Before the works were stopped, the most expensive part of the drain had been

excavated, and an outfall of 12 feet secured by carrying the drainage channel un-
der one of the Kalingulas* ; thus securing the perfect drainage of the lowest parts

of the town, , ,
With the exception of a culvert across the Polachy Road, the rest of the work

would consist of excavation in earth and loose rock, forming the bund, and cutting

some drains from the main one to the low parts of the town. R

6. The area of the tanks is about 500 cawnies, and about one-half of this is very
g, when the water is highest.
This shallow part was proposed to be reclaimed, and as the soil was of the richest
description, the Tahsildar (who had walked over the ground with me several times)
valued itat a minimum of 400 Rupees a dawny. I know that, at that time, waste land
in the neighbourhood of Coimbatore (not nearly so rich as that proposed to be re-
claimed) sold at auction for 400 Rupees a cawny. ~Of the reclaimed land, probably
150 cawnies would have sold at that price ; the remainder was not so valuable, and
a portion of it was proposed to be kept for public purposes.

I believe that the value of land near Coimbatore has greatly increased since
that valuation was made, and that the proceeds of the sale of the land would not
only re-pay the cost of the works, but lcave a handsome balance beside. But if even
the sale of the lands only met the cost of the works, will any one say it were better

" to keep them in their present filthy state, or to convert them into fruitful and health-

ful gardens. : . .
7. The remarks of Mr. Grant regarding the supposed remission of assessment,

from want of water, lead me to infer that he has never read the papers connccted

with the subject. : A
The new bund was proposed to be run where the depth was about 18 inches,

from which line to the margin of the tank the water shoals to nothing, thus making
{he average depth of the portion cut off the tank about 9 inches. o

I proposed to compensate for this by raising the remainder of the tank 12
inches, and actually re-built the old Kalingula 12 inches higher than it had been.

# Note.~By a simple arrangement, which has since been patented by agother officer o( the Department Public Wurks,
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© Project beforo it is definitively abandoned, as prop

[

> __%pers made over to Captain Goddard by M

~ent State, and as to the expcdiency of dﬁ&lmg}W

r
Procesdings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
27th September 1869, ' &
el
As the works could in no way interfere with the supply channel, and as rather more ;,;
than one half ¢l { the tank would remain, and be raised 12 inches above ifs
alf the area of the d than diminished, &

former level, the quantity of water would be increzfsgd rather
especially as the loss due to evaporation would be diminished one-half,
These facts dispose of this part of the question thoroughly, as there can be

10 loss of assessment where there is no loss of water. S
8. I have deemed it my duty to lay this statement of facts regarding this pro-

;iect before the Government, as I sincerely believe it to.bt'a a .most useﬁﬂ work, and
one that should be undertaken,” the more especially as 1t 18 szng:}{¥arly;we]1: adapted

or the employment of convicts. ” '
** A gencral plan, sundry sketches, and

- -

a full Memorandum of ‘;hat iv;vas 'pro- .
Captain Goddard. s ™.

Posed to be done, were given to my successor, P ’
5 . Los T : o the Order in that
¢ _Transferred to the Judicial Department, with reference(t t.) PO

Department, No. 1190, dated 20th August 1865. e
Fogr Sarxt "Groncs, ' . (Signed) J. 8. STEWART, Major, R. E;

L . to Govt, P. W. D
lﬁtlz_ﬁrplcmzer 1865. - ; Under Secz ;‘o }z; '
' | eptember 1865, No. 1388.-

Nosogy o o 27—‘__th“S

Tl RDER THEREOY, 27th : o. 1388 - '

.- The Government consider it desirable to obtain further mfofx?at;gn as to thlz,
osed in Proceedings, datedv29t -

R
c e
- E

Anzust 1865, Judic No. 1190. o o
© cial Department, No. . . ' .
2. The,y desire, the:x-)efore, th,at the Superintending Exlimee‘zoria);hlzepxi:gu:nd
0 submit g full report on the subject, and to forward, mﬁh gre%'{‘ A

. Fraser. A C .
1;1 to state what will be the fp‘r_obable'
d on what data he Dbases his estimate. -

73, The Collector will also be require |
958 of revenue by the work in his opinion, 81 o o Surgeer
. & Tho Opil):ions of Drs. Porteous, Cornish, and ’tllxle ge:;:"‘t% OZWD S itsgp e
ML be obtained as to the effcct of the tank on the healt fown» Y g

th it in the manner progpse .

LR LW
o

e (Truo Extract). £
A - e P i

“ ‘d .

’
[

X :’ ( P - ~
4 .‘“l - -~ » L e
’ - d - : ' L}
eh Jcting Sccretary o Government..
R fﬁ T B . ’;.’
L yJ" ‘; * S - , ;’\
-~ -
! - - o s ."! e -
"o th - . ' / ' PO .
¢ Public Works Department.¢ r . 2
»  Revenug Department. -~ ¢ *E’ ent :
Principal Inspector General, Medical Dep T
T . M . ;‘v 4 )3
. ¥ - ) 3
e -~ . ;
' - LT .f'f
LA ' o . b :a
E , h -
xd, ) Buras, e . - - -
s - "'!.‘;'E ‘ 7 1:
< x « - ‘; y "‘; -..v":-i
BA [ ¥
. f
: g

L}

w, =¥
»

LY

f:m

3

AN
‘\&\.




	Copy_of_Image00024
	Copy_of_Image00025
	Copy_of_Image00026
	Copy_of_Image00027

