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- Proceedmg.s' of the Madras Government, Public Works Department
‘ \ " 24th August 1865, -

et
1 _

).
-

No. 581.  "Read the followmg Proceedings of the Madras Government in the

' e T M111tary Department

Communicating letter from the Govern-
ment of India, Military Department, -

forwarding copy of a Circular on the (Here enter17th August 1865, No. 3,059, )

subject of " Barrack accommodation for : :

. European Troops. - - _ : . -
| No. 582. - ORDER THEREON, 24th August 1865, No. 2,471, '
' Commumcated to the Superintend- =
_ l MILITARY WORKS, No. 47, l ing Engineers for information . and
L guidance, in continuation of the orders
’ . No. 1,7527 dated.23rd June 1865. marginally noted.
P ’ ~ (True Extract.) :
o | (Signed) -CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R, E. S
o _ - ' ' . ’ Secretary to Government. =~
To the Superintending Engineers. - S : . - : g
© Eddl S, T Avgustin, : S
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. MILITARY DEPARTMENT. |
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following papers i— .

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, Simla,
25th July 1865, No. 342; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department,
Fort Saint George. , ‘

With reference to the ‘copies of communications noted in the margin,* I am .

‘ ) _ now directed to forward, for the consi-

* Proceedings Gi’glme Public Works Depart-  qorotion of His Excellency the Governor
ment, No. 355, dated 10th December s\ (iouncil the accompanying copy of a

Leltgg-i.i o Quarter Master General, No.262, Cl.rcular'whlcP His Excellency thfa Com-
dated 6th February 1865. mander-in-Chief has been authorised to

issue, on the subject of the abovemen-

' tioned orders. ’
9. This Circular, while it in no way trenches on the sanitary principles
already laid down, will, it is believed, be useful in preventing Commanding Officers

from making unnecessary demands for increased space.

Proceedings of His Excellency the Governor General of India in Council, in the Public Works

Department, No. s;t;:;.;t , dated Fort William, the 10th December 1864. -

, Over-crowding of Barracks.
Read the following letters :— o _
From the Government North Western Provinces, and Chief Commissioner Central Provinces,
forwarding Reports of progress made in numbering and lettering Military Buildings. Also an
Occupation Return of Military Buildings forwarded by the' Chietf Commissioner of the Central

Provinces. . . : : )
North Western Provinces No. 47794, dated 18th October 1864, and No. 2471, dated 2nd

'November 1864, Central Provinces No. 3798, dated 18th October 1864.

© Observations.—From the Occupation Return above alluded to, it appears that the
Soldiers are very much crowded in the Barracks in the Cantonments of the Central Provinces,
especially at Saugor. ' , . .
2. It seems to the Governor General in Council to be most important that European Soldiers
should never be crowded in their Barracks, and that where there is not proper space for them, tem-
porary accommodation should at once be provided -
* Viz 90 supl. feet of floor space per man. to the full standard extent requisite,* whatever
o the cost may be, though of course it should be
done as cheaply as possible. Ilis Excellency in Council considers that this rule shou'd never be
departed from, and that it should be the first duty of the Officers Commanding Stations to see that
the full amount of space is given for all the Soldiers in their sleeping apartments, before provision
is made for any subsidiary wants. s ,. ‘ - _‘
3. The Governor General in Council considers that the needful orders should be issued in the
Militarj Department for an inquiry into the facts of every Station, in view to an exact record
being made of the proper number of men to be put into each building. The Commanding Officers
ghould then be held responsible that no more are ever put into them, and the Public Works
Department, should be called upon to provide temporary shelter, when essential, to make good
what was wanted. L _
4. When necessary, any rooms now occupied as Canteens, Libraries, &c., should be made
available to supply the Barrack space really requisite for the men. Whatever be the inconvenience
attending the temporary occupation of rooms now appropriated to such auxiliary purposes, it seems
essential that it should be faced, rather than that the sleeping rooms of the men should be over-

-

crowded. _ , L - | .
. 5.  Attention to these points is more especially requisite where the Barracks are of a

temporary and inferior character. ' '

- @ It will be a matter for consideration how far any temporary wants may be met by pitching

Tents near the Barracks.
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. it, and (3) the area of each Barrack originally designed for single men,

7. His Excellency in Council is of op
down in all Cantonments would doubtless
OrpEr.—Ordered that the fore

inion that the strict enforcement of the principle now lai
8ave very much disease and loss of life. '

going observations, with the papers* above read, be for
warded to the Military Department for considers

tion, and the issue of the further necessar
orders.

(Signed) R. STRACIIEY, Colonel, R. E , _
Secy. to the Govt. of India."

From the Secretary to the Government of India, Military Department, Fort William, 6th Februar
1865, No. 262 ; to the Quarter Master General, .

From the Returns, * shewing .the mode in which Barracks are occupied by European Troop

| , o at various Stations, which accompanied th
* Herewith sent for easier refercnce, to be Assistant Quarter Master General's letter

returned. No. 1096, dated 7th November 1864, and fror

963 1 ' the Proceedings of Government, in the Publi
Works Department, No. -, dated the 10th December last, a copy of which is enclosed, it appear

* To be returned.

that in many places, whether from the insufficiency of the accommodation in itself, or from portion
of it having been allotted for other purposes than dormitories, the men have not the space in thei
sleeping apartments which it is considered expedient that they should have. X
2. The standard area to be assigned to each Soldier has been
90 square feet : where this is given, there can be no deficiency o
Government that it should be at once provided for the Troops, as
the Public Works Department.
3. Tam therefore to request that His Excellency the Commander.-
cause Government to be furnished, as early as possible, with a gimple R
columns, (1) the area of each Barrack cccupied by single men, (2) the

fized after much consideration a
f space, and it is the desire o
stated in the communication fromr
in-Chief may be moved tc
eturn shewing, in separate
number of men located ir
7 which may now be occupied
" by Libraries, Canteens, or for any other augiliary purposes, which should be noticed opposite in a
"4th column of * Remarks.” o '
4. With this Return, the Governor General in Council will be
opinion, with reference especially to paragraph 6 of the Extract from the Public Works Departments
as to the best measures for temporarily providing for each man the full area of 90 feet, until steps
can be taken for completing the permanent accommodation on the new scale, i
5. This will enable the Government to decide at once what must be done, and no time will

ba unnecessarily lost in providing what is required, ' :

" No. 48.
Circular Memorandum addr_essed o _‘Oﬁcers Commanding Divisions and Districts:
- .. Buildings, Barrack accommodation,

. Th,e‘attqnbiga,of:ihé‘(igmmﬂ;fder‘ﬁl\'ma has, on more than one occasion, been drawn té the
LI . : ‘

. manner in which effect has been
* 1. . Quarter Master General's Circular = given to the Orders of Govern-
”f,’,’:,‘;;iﬁfé‘s’"’ No. 880 C, dated 14th .March 4865f @nd_ ment, cited marginally,.
Military Department Despatch, No. 262, dated 6th 2. s Excellency has ob-

February 1863, covering Public Works Department, 8erved that these orders. have

No. 9%%5‘%', dated 10th December 1864, been in some instances executed

Proceedings of the Governor General in Council, Military in a manner, by which the inten- |

0 Works. Jing of B . tions of Government have been |
ver-crowdirg of Barracks. : h ded. It fol ’
2. Quarter Master General's Circular per M;S e::;tcee °c £ fullows,
Memorandum No, 21, dated 19th April 1865, and annexures, that the To0ps I a few cases.
Uilitary Department, No. 1536, dated 29th March 1865.  have been liable to Inconvenience
Additional temperary accommodatiorlz. and discomfort, which might have
. Quarter Master General's Circular i he State has
Memprandum, No. 38, dated 12th June 1865, and annexure. :een avixd:d, and the Sta extlra .
Public Works Department Circular, No. 48 of 1865, ¢CL pub to unnecessary :
Allotment of Barrack accommodation Jor Il Stations, expense. :
77 superficial feet per man allowed, =~ - - 3. Sir William Mansfield .

would invite General Officers and .
Officers Commanding Regiments to consider all such orders in a reasonable manner, and with*

glad to receive Iis Excellency's

i
i
.

sarrack room, by detaching t

a

J

v d to the object held in view by Government, namely, the welfare, morai, and physical of the
regard to t . .

: o is avoided.
mer, vl exf"ﬁ“’aaaz(f: these orders, it is right to consider the average number of men which the
;3 4.ksl;l:: sl,i;l?l: et?) lllo%d, and not the merely nominal numbers, which are always greatly in excess
arrac
?f potual mants king all the year round, there is an average of about five per cent. in Hospital.
.5' Thus,.ta dmiin months the per centage rises to 6-10, and even fifteen sometimes. There
During the h}?t aner rcentixge of men in prison, or of casual absentees from other causes.
ool a e’ ithout reckoning the men on guard, it is quite safe to calculate the strength
h6' . T]h elljf;r?f: Regiment for whom the allotment of 90 feet, at superficial space is required,
)f the single

't about 7 per cent. below the nominal strength at Head Quarters.
4 abou nt.

i from sick men or casual absentees, other
or a Squad be exceptionally free ca -
' 7 : e (S)(;‘iz;:ywill have a surplus of such casualties. In such case it is for the Regimental
‘ompanies or

1 i ity of the Companies requiring
i e and to correct the temporary inequality ) Tel
fommander to equalis® P hree or four men of one Company to another. The organization of a

. its of this with great inconvenience, althoggh such simplici.ty of arrangement ig
legiment, sl s to a too pedantic consideration of the unity of Companies.
fen fOl‘gOtte.n- (Twmg' h as Recreation, Reading, and Coffee-rooms, should not be broken up,
5. Ins‘t Huticne suc'n each case on its merits, being made to Army Head Quarters.
ithout a prior reference 1 By order,

} (Signed) J.S. PATON, Colonel,

2. Mz, Gexu.'s Oreice, Hean Qus, Quarter Master General.

Siura, 7th July 1865
OzrpEg, No. 3059, 17th August 1865. | |
forecoing papers be communicated to the Commander-in-Chief
Publie Wo for information and guidance.

Ordered that th

: ic Works . -
1d Departmexg of Pl;:;)h;n Coun; il observes that the points brought to notice by
' 9. The Govern »

: . Chief in India, are in accordance with the views of this Govei‘n— :
@ Commandel('l-ll(li'q}::eparadmph 3 of Procecdings of Government, No. 2207’ .
ent, as recordc 1 © .

jth June last. o (Trué Extract.) = -

B ¢ Imvemmenh
) the Quartm“‘?{aliger])g;?:ﬁéixt, m W
) 1y or M . e, . .

I;Z}‘)rlzllik Master, Fort Saint Georg

N . mission. S
" President Sanitary Com -
" President |
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