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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' ’ ~ 22nd August 1863, L AR
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No. 513.. - Read thévfollbwing-PrQCéedingﬁ's
ST L Military Department:— - .

Communicating to the Commander-in-")

Ciiiof and Principal Inspector General
" Medical Department, Proceedings of
" the Government of India, with a view
to Reports being submitted as to the
extent of temporary Hospital accommo-
dation necessary to provide the allotted
ininimum space of 100 superficial feet,
at the specificd rate of 12 per cent.
cick on the strength of each Regiment

or Detachment.

of thé“MadraAs Govcrﬁmenf in the -

k(I_Iei'e enter 12th Aug. 1865, No. 2,983.) .
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. No. 514. OizDER THEREON, 22nd August 1365; No. 2,437, 7
P e WOTKS, No. 42, ; -.Commumcatgd to the Supermte_ndmg
. : ingineers. o
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To the Superintending Engineers. .

Exd. S. T. Augustin

- _* (Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E., -~ -

e Secretary to Government.’
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF TIE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following papers :—

Proceedings of the Governor General of India in Council, Public Works Depart-
ment, Simla, 23rd June 1865, Circular No. 59. - ' ,

Militsry Werks. o _
Over-crowding in Ilospitals.

Read again the following papers :—
Public Works Department Circular, No. 14, dated 15th February 1865, on the
subject of obviating the over-crowding of Barracks and sleeping apartments of British
~ Soldiers. : :
Memorandum dated 25th August 1864, by Licutenant-Colonel Crommelin,
.. upon some of the principles which should bé attended to in designing Iospitals of

European Troops in India.

—

From J. StracHEY, EsQ., President of the Sanitary Commission for Bengal, Calcutta,
30th March 1863, No. 152 ; to the Secretary to the Government, of India,
" Public Works Department. :

The Commission has received a copy of the Resolution of the Government of
India, Public Works Department, No. 2;&?’ , dated 10th . December 1864, on the
subject of over-crowding of Soldiers’ Barracks. Thege orders provide that when
the full allowance of space, iz, 90 superficial fect per man, has not already been
supplied, temporary accommodation shall at once be afforded at every Station to

- the full extent necessary, whatever may be the cost; that it is the first duty of Officers
Commanding Stations to sce that the full amount of space is given for all the Sol-
diers in their sleeping apartments, before provision is made for any subsidiary

. wants ; and that whatever inconvenience be caused by giving up, when necessary,

for temporary occupation by the men, rooms now appropriated for auxiliary pur- |

poses, it must be faced rather than that the slccping rooms should be over-crowded.
' ‘2. "The Commission is not aware how far these orders have been already acted

upon, but ventures to express the hope that no delay may be allowed to take place

on the part of the authorities whose duty it is to carry them out. We believe that, at
" least in a great measure, they might be enforced in the present year before the

unhealthy scason commences. It i3 hardly too.much to say of these orders that

nothing could bave been done by the Government so likely to produce an immediate

diminution of sickness and mortality in the Army,and we cannot over-state our
" epaviction of the importance that they should be fully carried out.

3. The orders of Government refer only to Borracks. We beg to represent
' that it might be desirable to issue similar orders regarding the over-crowding of

the ITospitals of the Iiuropcan Troops. We have reason for believing that, daring

~ the unhealthy months of the year, it not unfrequently happens that many more

patients are sent into a Hospital than it can properly contain. Under all circum-
stances, over-crowding of this kind is most dangerous, and we believe that it can
_mnever be rgauy necessary. If the Hospital accommodation provided for the Luropean
Troops at any station be plainly insufficient, the rule already laid down by the Go-
vernment, with respect to the provisions of temporary Barrack accommodation,
‘would be equally suitable to the case of Hospitals. Ilospital accommodation should,
“we think, be cppsidpred insufficient when it does not provide for 12 per cent. of the

: average strength of the Troops
_* This 1s the standard rale recommended by "rate 02- 130 sg orficial foot* P at' the
. Colonel Crommelin, and by the Sanilary . pet c} al teet™ per patient.
© Commission. , Even when Ilospital accommodation is
provided at this rate, it may sometimes
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" vecommended in the Memorandum by Lieutenant-(y
for European Troops, and approved by the Commission,

. General in Couneil observeg
nature and extent of accom

g especially sickly seaso 8, that it 1 insufficient, Such cases can on]
1 o 1 ] 1 > Iy < ll » Il .l 1
happen,- durmc C,P 1 y oo ' o ; y
be provided for when the? occur, and we be eve that there can seldom be any

Ly he lhe rincl 1 1 ) . ) ]

Cholera Commission, for the prevention of over-crowding in Hospitals during the

0 . .

valence of cholera. If temporary Hospital accomr.nodatlon car.lnot be
. t cases, the treatment of which in Hospital is not essentﬁlal,
smportant cases, ' charged. The following
the report of the Cholerg
i licable to all exceptional occasions on which t‘he nur‘r‘xber_ o.f 81
1;1 atp It)l e whole cannot be accommodated in the Hospital :— Trifling
. 1 R .
f¢ aqr disease ought, at such times, to b(? considered of .
“ I'}:hz should receive a palliative treatment in Barracks or j
“ at};hey should receive no treatment gt all, than that they
« }Illéspital " We beg to recommend to the Government t
“ effect be issued,

extract from
Commissio,*
ck is so large
cases of ord;.
very little Importance,
n Camp, It ig fur better
should be admitteq ing,
hat orderg to the above

Part 111, Section 500.

Resoretiox.—In the letter No. 152 above read, the St
Bengal recommends that ordex:s for prevention of over-
immediate provision of a sufﬁcxentz amounfz of temporar
1ssued similar to those laid down in Public Workg De
1865, in regard to Barracks.

ary Commission fop
crowding of IIospitaIs, by the
y accommodation, gl,oy]q be
vartment Cireylar No. 14 of

at Hospita) accommodation 18 insuﬁicient
“.when it does not provide for 12 per cent. of the average strength of the Troops,

“at the rate of 130 superficial feot per patienty 434 Percentage gnq space Leing

lone] Crommelin o Hospitals
3. The Governor General in Council observes that W it ig very desiralble
that Hospital accommodation for the .Eul‘O.Pe'fm Troops should be Provided to gycly
an extent as fo prevent over-crowding, it i g¢ the same time important, before
arriving at a final conclusion onany general Measure gyl as that Proposed by the
Sanitary Commission, to consider wheth .
full extent of space now recommended, |

4. From an analysis of tle Return for ¥
Hospitals of the various arms of the service, it ig of;
of patients is about 5 per cent. Byt ¢
healthiest months, and some of the
cent. as an average daily ratio of s1
does not consider 12 per cent, toq
which it is advisable to Prepare for

5. With regard to ¢},

hilgs

at the gencrg) average
Y being one of the
hat mopg), 7y 8 and even 9 per
e Governop General in Council
) With reference to that
monthg of t),0 Yyear.,

he mont} of Fel,
Corps having in t
ck in Hospital, th
high g ey
during the more sickly
e ;space to he al_lowed to each Patient, ¢},q Governor
that t.hlS mus.t, In g oregt Measure, b regulated by the
‘modation available jp the wargg of eXisting Hoxpitals.
‘May hereaftep © constructeq it will of Le eas
to arrange that each patient shall haye the ’ nded, oir

; : Ce now )
superficial fee't), should it pe Eventualy decideq that gy, zecozlme:lilted, 1(:2."\':-29
but the adoption, at ;he out set, of thig full allowance wigxlc rc?:lrbon tot efil ti"’:
g s e ce to B <]
accommO‘illa:;‘m:‘ WO“;, tfrom the' “Tuction of Present Hospitals, not
only enta he Tme me; Deeessity of COHSfr“Cﬁnga Vas‘t amount of tem orary
. : of te
ace orn‘mOdatlon) ut wou.d de \ Y patientg of good shelter, 1, h Irilx the
- full aliowance may be desxrable, still it ¢ay hardly be sajg be noapen houg

absolutcly neCessary.

In all new Hospitals tha4
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be managed :—
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6. In illustration of the foregoing ‘ v “General in Council
ion of foregoing remark, the Governor L ‘
- illust (t)lolonel tléror;melin’as Memorandum on Hospitals, reasons are
ves that, in
phserves )

ide, that the wall space between
ds should be 26 feet wi €, ¢ 1 o o
' given to show thallz) thl%?’:ét sand the doors 5 feet W1de.h Thesred d:)T(;HSS(;O::p glﬁcial
- two doors shcl)g]d n?u'nﬂ feot and 13 fectin width of the ward,
~each patient 10 ru g

wil a be found to xceed
isting Hospitals, however,'the wall space lr rer e e
feet. In exis Ing

; rd will, as a rule, be 24
i 8 feet ; the width of war i, 2 iy foot
» ill often be as little as ¢ ill vary from 7§ to 6§ running L
- 10 feet, and will o for each patient wi y
- allowance fo
feet. Thus the

" and from 90 to 78 superficial feet.

7 ’l T1or ‘ } hat a

. i t the present exi-
ficial feet per patient will be suﬂliger;ﬁd’i)op 18236 o Preg alating |
space of 1?10 ; upe;s c;hat some - arrangement may , tin
' Csir
gency, an

of patients fo i each " .
isti itals, so that the total space
he complement of pati for existing Hospitals, , .p
“t ard mapjl,«, ln et ery ptols i{)le case, afford this allowance as a 1;11mmumh Temporary
: ot vsho 1d :hen be provided for the difference between the number of
i u »
accommodation

. i and the number
here is space according to this allt?lzzréii% I strength of cach
patients for whom (tllfiron at the rate of 12 per cent. on
. o . mmo a
‘requiring acco

-Regiment or Detachment. _
[ =)

vo 1ollo low how | ement
following methods are instanced to show how the arrang:
8. The two

700 00003

S2LXx24

Tospital, according to existing

) tsa ward of a IHospital, foct —1 248

131,__D1agral%li (li‘(i?rfl?;xs:iﬁns of this ward are rgiia{e&te? ?)tr ;:tient.’ It

Standarfi IPflaeI;. which gives an allovﬁance O(f; ﬁ‘rsgz remaining patients would

superficial fe d’ are removed, the allowane » )
the corner beds

p i d.
e
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1000 00
S et d‘“‘:}t'i" i D D
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A 'th r arrangement of the beds in a ward is shown in Diagram
2nd.~—Anothe

n Y uction mig Y i y 1 d of
B d i Iacmg only one instea
Th i ht be made b placir ) _,

: bca 'eczzs(?ﬁ ofy fhe (;'f)ll(l)r en(i wall spaces, as shown in Dlagran;' )

two beds 1n C
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9. In conclusion, the Governor General in Council desires that special atten-
tion may be directed to that portion of the S
which inculcates the advisability of not admit
of great sickness.

anitary Commission’s communicatiox
ting slight cases into Ilospital in times

‘Ordered that the foregoing observations, together with copy of the letter from
Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the Sanitary Commission, -be forwal:d(j,d
North Western Provinces and Punjaub.  to the Local Governments and Adminis-
Cliief . Commissioners Oudh, Central Pro- trations and Heads of Departments noted
vinces and British Burmah., . . 3 . R

.Governor, Straits Settlements. in the margin, for information and guid-

Resident Hyderabad. ith i o hat earl
dgents Governor General Central India 2P and with lllStI‘.llCtIODS that carly
and Rajpootana. Reports may be submitted to the Govern-
Military Department. ment of India of the measures proposed
Adjutant General. . . ¢
_Quarter Master General. to be adopted in view to the carrying ou
- Sanitary Commission for Bengal. of the  present orders at cach Military

' - Cantonment.
(Signed) C. Ii. DICKENS, Lieut.-Colonel, R. A.

Secy. to the Govt. of India, P. W.D.

Referred to - the I\Iﬂftafy;Department;"With ;ﬁ'iew.ito the issﬁ:c of the neces-

sary orders. R i ?l v :

(Signed) "C. AORR, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government, ¥, W. D..

1
.
P 3 ¥ o s

28¢k July 1865,

> yog ¢

Ozper, No. 2983, 12thAugust3865.; Y

Communicated to the Commander-in-Chief and iPril;Cipal I'n‘sf)ector General
-Medical Department, with a request that the Reports required under paragraph 7 of
, the Resolution of the Governor General, as to the extent of tempo_rary Iospital.
accommodation necessary to provide the allotted minimum space of 100 superficial
feet at the specified rate of 12 per cent sick on the actual strength of cach Regiment

or Detachment, may be submitted with as little delay as possible.
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. Deputy Secretary to Government.
To the Public Works7Depzu'tmer}t.-+ M%wguzq, -
5 Quarter Master General.i | o :

» Principal Inspector General Medical ﬁegarénieng. 24 ; .

President Sanitary Commission} L T -
) > 2} for information;
y»y Adjutant General,...... s e J T TEETEEROR
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Exd. T. Stubbs.
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