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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works ’l)e}aartmentj
17th August 1865. )

No. 429. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
' Military Department :— ’

Passing orders on certain correspondence
relative to the removal of Ithe Detach-
ment of Sappers and Miners from (Here enter 9th August 1865
Luckady to Head Quarters, during the 8 y No. 2,925.)
non-working season in the Wynad.

No. 430. - ORDER THEREON, 17th August 1865, No. 2,395.

Communicated to the Superintending
Engineer of the 7th Division.

ESTABLISHMENT, No. 52.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES, A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engincer of the 7th Division,

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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MILITARY DEPARTMENT,
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following papers :i—
m the Quarter Master General, Head Quarters, Ootacamund, 20th

3 dum fro te
Ie;:]);a;lgﬁ 5. No —2—2-2 ; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department.
) . 745

Forwarded to Government, With reference t.o previous correspondence. The
Commander-in-Chief observes that on the fiecismn of Government, whether the
. Sappers should be Withdrawn or retained durmg: the monsoon, dePends the courfe
that should be pursued on' these reports. IHis Excellency notm‘es that Captain
Kennedy’s last Report has entirely misled both Government and himself, as to the

prospective salubrity of Luckady this season.

. ivisi Bangalore, 18th July 18G5
Officer Commanding Mysore Division, llead Quarters, galore, y )

Fr(l)\?;. 3152 : to tehe Quarter Master General, Head Quarters, Ootacamund.
In continuation of my letters, Nos. 202, 213 and 221 of the 21st June, 1st and 11th July

. San J 1863 respectively, on the
4. Letter from the Officer Commanding Detackment Sappers an state of the Detachment

Miners, No. 70, dated Luckady, 98th Juné 1865, to the Adjutant,
Sappers and Miners, Bangalore. ]
B. ]‘E’I;et’rfzgt?rom Sanitary Report for the quarter ending 30th
June 1865, Detachment Sappers and Miners, Luckadv.'
C. Letter No. 332 of the 17th instant, JSrom the Officer Command-
ing Sappers and Miners, to the Deputy Assistant Quarter Master
] M Division. 3
D.GG’I‘/ZZ:;' Ng(/fogg, df:ted Luckady, 8th July 1865, from the Oficer
Commanding D Company, Sappers and diners, to the Adjutant
f s and Miners. }
E.baﬁz;?t)er Jré'o. 333 of the 17th July 1865, Sfrom tke Qficer Co.m-
. maading Scppers and Miners, to the Deputy Assistant Quarter

of Sappers at Luckady, I
have now the honor to
forward further docu-
ments as per margin,
bearing on that subject,
which I request you will
have the goodness to sub-
nit for the censideration

of His Excellency the. ~

Commander-in-Chief, *

Master* General, Mysore Division

A perusal of these d : '
Sapp:r:) in such & climate as that of Wynaad, throughout the year, is exceptional, and should be

riewed and dealt with as such. . o
newixsa:wa:;s the deficiency of Blankets, ITospital Clothing, &e., brought to notice in the Extract

from Mr. Carey’s Sanitary Report for the quarter
ending 30th June, * I have directed Indents to be
sent in for the full amount of their requirements.

The supply of Rice must be arranged for local.ly between the Officer Commanding the Detach-
" ment and the Civil Authoritics, and explanation has been demanded as to the cause of the present

* Marked B.

" deficiency. . . '
I submit for ITis Excellency’s consideration the following proposals, viz. :—

1. That a working suit be jssued biennially to each man employed on this work. In the
present instance suits having been supplied at the cost of the men, they should
receive Compensation in lieu.

That a Mysore Cumbly be issued to each man.

3. That a dram of Arrackbe issued gratis to each man, throughout the sickly and rainy
months, and that provision be made for the issue of a dram of wholesome spirit on
payment at other seasons. .' .

4. That the question of charge of site be considered.

5. That sick men, to whom the change of air might be considered beneficial, be sent
invariably with their families at the public expense to this Station, should this

: measure not be already intended in Order of Government, No. 2085 of the 3rd

June 1863. )

I venture to support these proposals on the ground, that the Sappers are called upon to remain
in a climate notoriously unhealthy at certain seasons, during which even the Coolies of the country
desert it. . That the effects of retaining them there has been lamentable on the health of the men,

- and that the measures now proped are such, as would tend to improve their condition, should

they again be retained in the Wynaad through the monsoon,

o

ocuments leaves the impression on my mind, that the employment of the ’
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Colonel I1ill draws a contrast between the prospects of this Detachm

tain Kennedy, in hisletter, No. 42 of the 25th February 1865, to the
7th Division, printed with Order of Government, N

ent, (as set forth Ly Cap-
Superintending Engincer
0.1264 of the st April 1865, when urging its

») and its actual state now, but I am not di
importance to this, and probably had other opini they would have

supported Captain'Kennedyzs views. After the experience of this scason, I anticipate, it will be
found necessary, 'el.ther to withdraw the party before the unhealthy scason sets in, or to make much
more ample provision for the health and comfort of the men, than has been previously attempted
L kII(ll conclulslio?, I beg to state, that 1 have directed the Officer Commanding the Detachment at
uckady, at all times to communicate with adier Gen ine 1
) eral C
Canara, on the subject of his wants, whate S ommanding in Malabar and
dependant on Cannanore or Calicut fop supply.

A,
From the Officer Commanding Detachment S
No. 70; to the Adjutant Sa Minen gy an

1 Mi Lack p 5
prers and Miners, Bang mers, Lackady, 28th Jun 1865,
I have the honor, for

alore,
s .
the information of the Commandant, with reference to memorandum

f .
Memorandum No. 1638 to address of Ofi- Bxl:om the .A.S.S 1stantT Quarter Master General,
. cer Commanding Sappers and Miners, *.I50T® Division, No. and subject marginally
dated Bangalore, 21st June 18635, " given, to state that, as the number of sick Sap-
Ezplanation from Oficer Conmanding De- pers and their families to be moved at one time,

l *, N - ’ .

iglc’hggzi :{d:g?flﬁells) :t:fll 1:} Hg?(; ;;7 CI;;C;»ZG-Z appeared from letter, No. 6106, from the Assist-
Families here not moved g directeq 20t Quarter Master General, to depend on the
n letter No. 6106, from the Assistan¢ Dumber that could be conveniently accommodated

Quarter Master General. in one train, from * Beypoor,” to “Ban
and as the number ¢ be mo
exceed, or even approach, that number, the whole were moved g one body. 1
more, for the information of the Commandant, who calls for a statement of .
number compared with that sent *in to the Quarter Master Gen

though the telegram gave the number sick as 100 men ang 250 famili
given as requiring change, amounted on

on the 21st May, between which date an
change, not onlyin the climate, butin ¢
though the number of sick continued high, still there was g daily gradual
cary had, not a doubt, the last few days, when'the intended move became known, a difficult part
to play, there were of men and families, some very sick, some ailing, and a’very many :;1:;,

feigned sickness, as has been proved since, by their suddenly becoming better. The Apothecar
acted, I am certain, with great fairness and Jjudgment towards all, pothecary

galore, "’
ved' did not
beg further-
reason why so small
eral, to state that
es, still the number
This wag
» the 23rd June, a great
lly, had taken place, and

decrease.

The climate, the last three months, has been varied and changeable; the weather, that

Fever.................. .o 12 reduces the number of fever cases, may and
Dysentery............... 5 does increase that of Dysentery-—marginauy
g:ﬁ’g‘w“ -------------- ; noted, is to-day’s Return of sjck which this day
Rkein{a;;':s';;; '''''''''''''''''''''' 2 fortnight may, should & break in the monsoon
Wounds... ...... ...... 3 occur, change the forr of sickness, if it does
Guinea worm... ,..... | not the number; ang if every case under treat-
D (77 SO | ment, had to be sent away, there would not, in

Total 2, 2_'4: ashort time, be any present with the Detach-

ment. 1 will send further information from time
to time, but I trust now that the List of sick
ing fairly set in.

The *“ E” Company has been supplied with Mysore Blankets, the D have some, and the

‘¢H" some, as regards Working Jackets, the two latter are better off than the former, which
are in shreds.

will not be so heavy, the monsoon apparently hav
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. ; imate requires, some 30 to {0 Blankets ready
The Hospital iastead of posscssing, & the Chi:(]ilra.use, hqas four, the Assistant Apothecary has
represented the want, but without any result.
I consider it very hard upon a Sapper, that he
limate) sick in Ilospital, be compelled to deprive
should, .when (from ICXP::JI‘ ect(:)vz-(':;kg :lzledy lfa.ve, ix; order sleep himself from shivering when in
his fa.m ot tl}e .OnﬂSl’ v::::Lse here, the Iléspital does not possess either Cots or Blankets sufficient
Wospital, anc 3t f hment ,Several of the men are compelled to sleep on the ground now,
for the use of the Detac covering- The [Tospital is, compared with a man’s hut, much cooler, not
and very fex havo proper The application* for the services of a Dresser, being supplied, has
only the air but the grovad, o A not been complied with, at present we have
*Sent in to the Drigadier General Com- 116 use of the Civil Dresser, but when work
manding Malabar and Canara. recommences, he will be moved, and the Apothe-
st him, i Dresser cannot be spared, there are, what are termed
cary ?\‘ill liav.e tn ° :snea:zla;s:s;i:;;n,'l‘ftizs, who might in time be made very useful. I must
HOSP‘MI Y SSlShan ' a certain number of Sappers and families under treatment, who would
mention that | Cl‘; grea chanze, and who may perhaps actually require it, such I presume may
be grestly beneﬁtet. yto tim: ’without further reference, there will not be any great number,
:;,}sjni,:i:rgz-hal;eat the ou;;side ; with such a party no Officer need be sent I suppose, nor yet
ical Attendant.
a Meg;ptain Swanston re-joined this on Monday the 25th, and the Assistant Apothecary Mr. J. R.
Carey, yesterdad the 27th.

Aund there are 4 expecled.

—

P. S. This letter was too late for the post of yesterday, and was brought back by the
Ol‘derh';._‘m
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N. B.——The lettcr was retained in édnse‘:;ﬁe;cé of —rxﬁy- calling for a further report from both
FA RIS P Pl

; i ¢ in the letter, and my wishing then to be
tter entered into by Captain Dakeyne in A g
0‘5‘1: iX‘S, ?:cethti;n :ub§ect fully before the Major General, the Reports have only now come to hand.
mewp (Signed) C. HILL, Lieut.-Colonel, R. E,
Commanding Sappers and Mine-s.

B.
Extract from Sanitary Report for the quarter ending 30th "June 1865, Detachment Sappers and
Miners, Luckady: 5. No rations are gerved out, but a part
5. Rations of the Troops with special of the Rice that they consumeis procured for them
yeference, from Calicut, the remainder, together with all
other articles of daily consumption, the men
purchase in the bazaars or weekly market held about two miles from this. These articles are -~
generally very dear, inferior, and at the present season rather scarce.

7. Qualities of the drinks and other
Canteen supplies.

8. Clothing of the men, dec.

7. A naucious kird of country Arrack is the
usual drink of the men.

8. The men are very much in want of warm
) off-duty and working Clothes ; their bedding also,
is totally unsuited to the climate and present weather of Wynaad,

The Hospital Bedding and Clothing also is not sufficient for the large numbers of sick in
Hospitdl during the greater part of the year.

9. Duties of the Troops, d:c. 9. These have been rather heavy and un-
' pleasant during the first two and a half months
The men were exposed in heavy showers of rains, frequently for many hours together. This together
with want of warm Clothes, and the labour of descending and ascending the Ghaut, were no doubt

the exciting causes of much of the Fever, &c., that prevailed.
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10. Hospital accommodation, dec. 10. The two huts we have at

accommodate 26 to 30 Patients, Ven
are attended to.

11. This season, all diseases are more
general and severe, and although with due ecare
and attention the disease yields to treatment, but still the Patient is so much debilitated and
ancemic and so badly is he circumstanced in su n

present
tilation, &e,,

11. Character of the prevailing diseases,

» Which reduces and debilitates him
great expense to the low country,

12. Fever, Dysentery,
and starvation, are the

12. Special prevalence of an disease i
amongst the Civil pepulation, y disglst:h::y ];r?ps'y
rinci-
' pally suffer from. The poor Coolies of course have
suffered most. From the want of efficient Medical aid, good shelter and food, hundred have
succumbed to diseases contracted here,

» a0d a large number of these have, from cold and starvatio n
died on the public road side.

(Signed) J.R. CAREY, Assistant Apothecary,
In Medical charge Detachkment Sappers and Miners, Luckag .
(True Extract.)

(Signed) EDWARD BALFOUR,

Surgeon Major,
Depy. Inspr. Genl. of Hospitals Ceded

Dis., dctg. in Mysore Div.

From the Commandant Sappers and Miners, B

C.
. angalore, 17th July 1865, No. 332; to t}
Assistant Quarter Master General, Mysore Division. d © the Deputy

In continuation of former correspondence on the point, I do myself the honor to encloge for

the consideration of the Major General Command-

ing, an original letter* from Captain Swanston,
Commanding

*No. 90, dated 8tk July 1863,

g “D” Company of Sappers at Luckady, - !
I beg respectfully to call the attention of the Major G

eneral, to the great discrepancy between
pothecary, ag set forth in the 2nd para. *
bruary last, and the Reports which have

the supposed opinion of the Detachment Officers and the A
graph of Captain Kennedy's letter, No. 42 of the 25th Fe
now been received from the Officers themselves,

I would lay great stress on this head, because it appears evident that it w
unanimity of opinion, which caused His Excellency the Commander-in-Chjef to
ment being once more tried, of subjecting the Detachment to the
preceding season of sickness.

as this very supposed
consent to the experi.
bardships of the monsoon ang jtg

» and that the
those of their
Captain Kennedy who has, in the

nity of stating their real views and

men, instead of having their opinions handed up to Government by

present instance, so entirely mistaken them,

———— e

D.
From the Officer Commanding D Company Sappers and Miners,

to the Adjutant Sappers and Miners, Bangalore. Tackady, 8th Tuly 1565, No. 90,

' .Adverting to ym}r m-efnorandu.m, No. 300, dated the 4th instant, I have the honor to offer my

opinion as to the advisability of this Detachment remaining at this post during the monggon, and

the two months immediately preceding it. ’

In offering the following remarks, I shall confine myself more particularly to my
Company :—

own
Duration of stay at Luckady. This is the fourth year that I have been here
with my Company, each year has differed some-
monsoon, or the sickness of the'season preceding

3

what from the other, either in the violence of the
it, &e., &.

P Lt

5

e

; ival here in April 1862, the only
; stton durin On my arriva
Situation of Lines and their condibion ! available spot of ground there was for me on
the monsoon.

which to erect my Lines, was a piece situatﬁd
‘ t, during the
: low, and, as I afterwards found out, g
. . d of a nullah, very low, , 88 5
along the bank, and in It)he :(:‘lvamp Tn course of time, one Line of huts was found ]tio bre s:;z;auri
‘monsoon, little !)ettcr tI ;nve been enabled to abandon it, and have.pulled it do?m. ; ve .ys casure
unbealthy. This yc'j‘r d 81‘1 s been adopted to render the other Lines dx:y during t (;l mgi_}l ut of
that could be ?oncell‘;e ’roind upon which they stand, receivin{; the drainage from :m(; I;:bbslsespup
Biulo or no aval. d fh: fullah at times over-flowing one end of it, the water oozes, )
e ‘ieinit v, QL ; .
o el:; :\‘lhlere) as much inside the huts, as outside them
ev s

i f
i i d to Bangalore, and a certain number o
sick details having been move . galo :
' In consequen® (i)‘lf;r;::ghl I have been enabled to obtain houses in the E Company lI;m.es li)‘?r
men being av8Y (:11111(1 have ab’andoncd a second Line of twenty houses, in consequence of the inabi-
‘gome of my men,

lity to kecp the floors dry-

¢

It has been decided to entirely abandon,
after the monsoon, the site now occupied by my
is pr Order
1 11 the land about is private property, an
any rect new Lines elsewhere. As a . ; 1 :
*Cf? I(I;P-»D), an:lt tt(:) iake up ground for the purpose will be necessary—Compensation being paid to the
of Governme :

. . o . .t
| If. however, the Company will not remain here beyond the present working season, i
ownill‘.not l:e worth while saddling the Ghat Estimate with this extra expense.
woul

}Present site of Lines will be abandoned.

4

i vo sick ths
ick April and May are the two smkl-y mon
Sickly acason in Wynaad, the prevailing disease being Fever,
; hich in 1864, was worse than daring the same period in 1862-63, and this year f.ar worse than .
which 1 ,
in 1864. | -
; Lenath of residence here does not appear to rendpr one less liable to be attacked. My Cor.ll:
th:u h here for upwards of three years, suffered as much as either the E or 11 Company, the
any, g ‘
gognier having been here about a year, the latter but three months.

“Average daily number of sick in April and The average dail‘y numbe? o'f sick in mhy

Mag}l Company during April last, was eight men ; the
. ras nineteen

: i t three. In May the average was nineteen,

V i one day thirteen, and the fewes'

greates nutl',n o ;::: nt{venty-nine, and the fewest thirteen. There WereI about one hundred and

m . .
':he gtr eatelsnelrll,uand children in daily attendance at the Dispensary during May.
twenty wo

i ths of the year, the
P s ies during sickly season. During these two mon the yea e
o] Coolien SuTHg Coffee Estates, I may say, are entirely withou
: . E Iy who is able, leaves the District for the low country, and docs not return until
,labor. [Every cooly w )

i ly vanished. Many of the men of the Detachment, who could afford it, send their
Fever has very near . |

ffer.
Camili . is, rather than sce them su N
funilics amay fhom The clothing of the men is just the same a3

: Clothing of the men. they wear in the low country, and consequently

-

ra

< s d .
' isi 3 s ’ aCCOullt Of he d&.mp an 4
: . .

ber to January on account of the cold, during which periods even Europcans find thick
' from October t0

i ether with fires necessary. . . )
T asures to issue to each man a blue serge shirt, wlnch,' t'ogcthcr with _the new
: I ]Ja.v e taken n;,e ¢ shortly to issue, will place the men in a better con‘dxtlon than tiey ]\;St now
working J‘rilk?ts:ll 05:; very considerable expense to themselves, and had it not been t a{;l t tey are
+are, but, s ; ? o rrears of Rice money due to them, they would not have becn able 011 ng
St ‘iefe‘ie ; hl‘g: :n absolute necessary. And although the men al(‘l: thus tolerably well off,
) at I look upon a : | |
; fl)lrei:};'amilies are entirely destitute of such clothing as the climate deman

d Articles of food are at all times dear here,
Food but during the monsoon the prices are very much

! enhanced, besides the nccessaries being very scarce.
t]

¥
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Move to Coimbatore in 1864, The Detachment was moved from this in

the end of May 1864, to Coim}_)atorc, where it
remained until the middle of September.  Tents were pitched on a piece of ground near the new

Jail for the accommodation of the men, as well as for their families. Though doubtlesg for a day,

or whilst on a mareh, families will join together and live, as the occupation of a Tent would neces-

ot do so, preferring a place to themselves however
considerable distance, (say

two miles) from the bazaars, and also some way off from where water was procurable, the men hired

rooms or houses in the town,

State of Lines, &e., at Luckady on refurn

On the Detachment returning here in Septem-
of the Detachment.

Ver, the Lines and pullic buildings, from having

been unoccupied for nearly four monthe, were found
to be in a very delapidated state. It was sometime before the necessary repairs were finished
rendering the Camp generally in g habitalle condition.

Conclusions, The monsoon time is not sickly, its dray-

backs are damp houses, scarcity of food, want of
ms and accoutrements, &e., &e., from the effects of
The Detachment, if moved at all, should quit thig early
ly season. 1t is questionable, however, whether moving it ag
ore, where there was no Proper accommodation for i, g altogether
advantageous. The Companies quitted this a/ter the sickly season had nearly expired.

During their stay there, in congequence of beine se

dation was procurable, the men were never well in

their parades, in cases of need were difficult to be fo
would have probably suffered much.

proper clothing, and injury sustained by kit, ar
continuous damp for four or five months,
in April, in order to escape the sick
was done in 1864, to Colmbat

hand, had some distance to £0 in most cases to
und, and should any epidemic have broken out,

These periodical removals will tend much to delay the completion of the work here, which ig
nearly entirely dependant on Sapper labor, for supposing the Detachment le

g i ic buildings, after return
here ; so that the time, the Sappers would be at work on the Ghit in each year would be but five and

a half months, or say from the middle of October to the cnd of March,

The question involves two points—one, ““ the health and well-being

of the Detachment,” COnsist
ing now of at least seven hundred souls ; the other,

*“ the completion of the Tambracherry Ghgy
If the latter is considered of the most consequence, then the health of the men my

but if, and I trust it is so, the welfare of the Detachment holds the first pl
Ghit must suffer.

st givé way,
ace, then the Tambracherry

On reviewing the whole of the circumstances connected with

a temporary withdrawal of
the Detachment from this, both * pro™ ang con,” I consider,

if the detachment can be moved
to some station where it ¢an be given Lines,
Opinion asto the desirobil ity of the Detach~ and if the expenses of the move hoth to and fro, be
ment being mored. borne by other than tle men themselves, that it w31
be most beneficial to the men and their familics, that the Detachment shoulq be withdrawn frop, Lere
from April to September inclusive, This is contrary to the opinion I held for sometime on first
coming bere. The first year of my residence here, however, I was misled o good deal by report, and
the sccond year I had hoped by measures adopted, tq have mitigated in a great degree the dray-
backs I had by then become acquainted with. '
—_—

"

From the Commandant Sappers and Miners, Bann.a]ore, 17th July 1863, No. 333; to the Deputy

Lad

Assistant Quarter Master General, Mysore Division, Bangalore.

- In reply to your docket, No. 2001 of the 16th instant, and with reference to the last para-
graph of Assistant Apothecary Carey’s Report (herewith returned) on the Luckady Detachmevff«,_ I
have the honor respectfully to suggest, for the consideration of the Major General Co mmanding,
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i fGicient for the remainder of the monsoon be despfltdle.tl on Elepl}an]t:
that a quantity of ice'su rtment either from Calicut or Cannanore. Sh.ould it be sent fro
through the Commissariab D?pZ‘rhaut the whole of the Sapper Detachment might be turned out to
Calicut, vid the Tambr%Cheng the’ road is still inaccessable (except to foot passengers ) ‘
bring it on from the point ¥ —ere £ the first break in the monsoon to accompli.sh this,_—the details

Adva.ntage.a Should. be *3]“32;1 the number of Elephants and the cxact tufle for its departure
as to the quantity of Rice req had’better be left to the Officers on the sp.ot. The S_apper Oﬂiceri
are so entirely local, t}'la.t they in the matter, as they have constantly been in the hablt.of receiving
there should have no dlfficuny ¥ the manner proposed, indeed, it isa ma-tt_:cr of .cons.lderable shulr-
Rice for their menh-l?k requires explanation, that no such provision (-! udging from hr'
prise to me, and one whxch:dte ;;r the present monsoon, as it must necessam].y bedlflfertx;ed ;l;.(::ez;
Carey's “""“t’fléfpliﬁfﬁ Tonnedy’s letter, No. 42 of the 25th February, printed in the

1st pamgraph ?1 Government, (Order, No. 1264 of Lst April 1865) that he guarantees the men
e Madras Gov 4

. ’ ”
m;’is Zfl;L“ good shelter” but *‘ a proper supply of food.
not ©

’ d, in con-
h of Mr. Carey’s letter, I would,
report on the 1st paragrap ' -
Alchough st canedir(:: 2?11: iI;)hat the late Orders of Goverfnnent on the sub:]ef:‘t;1 :{;}1):;:1' in
cusion, reSPQCti:ully (Ii)ioate removal of all sick men and their families, and further ﬁl :1\1 lmsel‘m; i
contemplte 1 1{’_121]111: Jfamily, the Sappers to whom they belong should (although the
case of sickness o s :

and storing

any them at the public expense. e stood by
healtt) ac?on;? ;’ to think that this portion of the Order bas not been thoroughly understood by
I am 1ncline

the Officer Commanding the Detachment.

‘ arter d, 2lst- -
M Jum from the Quarter Master General, Head Quarters, Ootacamund,
emoran

July 1865, No. .°2: to Yhe Sccretary to Government, Military Department,
uly 9y R ,

't Saint Georee. . . o
Fort Baint . G 'ment with rcference to this Office memorandum,
crn 3
Forwarded to Gov

No. 225, dated 20th instant. .

. in IL F. DaKevne, Commanding'Detachmentl Sappers and Miners, Luckady, 15th
Frgﬁ]lyclaspﬁt-ial;n to the Adjutant Sappers and BIlnqrs,. B:;ng: :;‘e-Mh i
of the s

" 1 have the honor, indreply iz ﬁiu:‘oi%‘;kzg’visl:gilig of keeping and having kept the Detachme.nt
of Captain Swanston, an - ys:h monsoon, and the month previous to it, to state—first, that as far'as
of Sappers atLuckady, d}ll‘ ing the scnb ha.s’ been. experienced for some years past, not only1 as regards
I can learn, no season 'hke the preb(;he former of which has been unprecedently unhemthy,.as the
the fever, but the rainy se.ason{,een unusually heavy, but judging from what we have experfenced
Jatter has up to the prescnt tlmemay be milder in every respect, I cannot but think that.a. residence
and allowing that other sasons beneficial for the men, and that their rerTxoval for the time, thoug.h
hero after April is anytling bc‘:;s"ry and I therefore cannot do othert.nse than recommend their
costly, almo§t absolutelly ;:t f :&pl"ﬂ of each year, that they may remain here. N ‘
removal du}‘(;ng 1;t;e e{t)rn{hg . f April and May to be worse than the subsequent months of the mon

1 consider the m

i hea.lth 3 the men durinq those
iling i h dlscomfolt, are neverthe]ess '
Ch th()llgh enta;lhno muc y

soon, whi } ore in a very bad condition both i:or work and duty, and their spirits
: ths this year w .
previous mon

) : thi t light. I speak
much broken. b employed this year, was anything but liz
ich the men have been
The work on which

s oluding the moving to, and from, the ground where they were emplo}); edi:
of the work as inclu .8 morning “:91‘ worked his two or three hours, and then had anattack o
i a 8 ]
say left this 1n

A Sapper, s e had to return in the heat of the day, up a difficult ascent, he may

f ven " Idltl't some few da;ys, was ISCh&l‘DC ) 81 3 K1 ’
1 in Hospi al
have remained in

fectly well. sent daily down again, until he had another attack, this no doubt occurred
tiy well, sent d °
reported perfec -

cept in Camp or Ilospital altogether.
il he was kept in Camp or i 3 . .
ithmany 17101‘: t;mxil'o:m;e’ n:;nrfl in this condition called upon to work, when I will say, in good
Ordinary oo

nd . W jr i i food. in such. quantity
itl - what he requires, 1is amimal

k bu tion does not suffice, al ‘ t
calt“h, nt outnolfycs(zlst;ile but restore his strength, and such ql}&l{tlty. the man's P::ry I_doeiz ni)o
that .llil' . 1? ing, 1do ’noff infer that his Pay is not good, for it 18, but the meaning I wish
admit of purchasing,

calling for the opinion




8

convey is that what under ordinary circumstances is ample, is not under extraordinary, I can '
judge what it is myself, in good health, and with nourishing food going up and down the Ghaut, ‘
and what therefore must it be with a man out of condition. It may happen, that next year, there |
will be less fever, or there may not, but whichever way it is, I do not think, considering tho -
state to which the men are brought, from fever, that the work, obtained from them, can compensate ,
in any way for the detriment incurred. Work or no work, fever they will have no doubt, but then |
‘ again, by giving a man little or nothing to do, after the attack, you afford him a better chance of, if :
not of repelling, another, at least of being in a better state to undergo it, and therefore such being:
~ the case, of what advantage is it keeping a number of men in such a state who might be employed
elsewhere—where the Ghaut estimate sustains a loss the Government profit. x‘
Asregards remaining here during the monsoon, there are arguments for, and against the -
plan in favor of, are rest for the men and a good climate, in saying this I judge by the men themsclves, :
whose appearance since the full break of the monsoon, has much improved, they are stronger I !
think, and in better spirits than they were. ] :
The arguments against remaining here, are—1Ist, insufficiency of change of clothing, a man
requires two working jackets, one he will wear,
~whilst the other is drying. Work are not, for’
. linen once wet causes a chill, and re-produces
fever, and the wear is avoided as much as possible by the.men. . )
Want of proper habitation is the 2nd—the huts are good and sound, but the ground is damp, |
this can be remedied in the E and II Company Lines, this year, but the D must be abandoned, '
as they have been in part already. .
The huts may be. much improved also by protecting the door-ways. . ;
‘ chlond these ofjections there is really nothing much to contend, against during a monsoon here.)
The Hospital wants, I have mentioned before, good Mysore Blankets are what are required to,?‘
™ keep the men warm when there. T often think that o man must retard his recovery, if he docs'
"not add to his complaint, having to be on his back for hours, and shivering for want of cover, fori:
why should a man, whose misfortune it i3 to be sick, deprive his family of the only warm cover ho'
may possess, for he cannot lcave Hospital to sleep at home. One conscquently takes the Bl:mket,)
and the other the Great Coat, worn as much on such occasions by the wife I fear, as it is by the
husband, and the next expense to be incurred'by the men will be a Great Coat. .
It may not be in my province to say so, but I certainly do think it is a great mistake sending
men to climates, totally unprovided for in the way of extra Clothing. An Officer proceeding from
Madras to the Ilills, takes a different kind and an extra quantity of warm Clothing with him.

The Sapper Companies that have arrived here from time to time, have not heen so provided Withj
(thvugh required in a less degree perhaps) and from long marches and rail hire, have been too

impoverished even to admit of the same being obtained for them, until Jong after itis required.. I
think that Sappers are deserving of greater consideration, the men may say very little, but I presume

’
/

Extra Clothing is being provided for the D
and E Companics.

they think, and I am sure they suffer. "

The worst part of the monsoon is now over, and though it has been raw and chilly, it is
again much warmer, and a removal now, I do not recommend.

My opinion as to the advisability of having kept the Detachment here during the season, is
. this, that could an idea have been formed, in March, of what was to happen in April and May,'
© the non-removal of the Detachment must of course be set down as a great mistake, and can be but
guarded against, by presuming that the same may happen again, and moving the Sappers out of
harms way another year, ‘

The first part of this letter I wrote some days ago, and would have despatched before for the
information of the Commandant, but wished to see the close of the first break of the mongoon. !

«

Forwarded for the information of the Major General Commanding, with reference to former

{

correspondence,
BaNGaLORE, (Signed) C. IIILL, Lieut.-Colonel, R. E., '
19th July 1865.} Comdt, Sappers and Miners,,

Memorandum from the Officer Commanding Mysore Division, Bangalore, 19th July 1865,
No. 234 ; to the Quarter Master General, Ilead Quarters, Ootacamund. |

Submitted in continuation of my letter, No. 232 of yesterday’s date,

W e e

«
-

Y

Orpez, No. 2925, 9th August 1865.

that the Order of Government, directing
the removal of the Detachment of the
Sappers and Miners from Luckady, during
the non-working months renders any
ints brought to notice in the fore-

The Governor in Council observes
Pro. of Govt., No. 2640, 17th July 1865.

detailed orders unnecessary on the several po

golog e hment next scason, however, will be
date of removal of the Detac :
Tevtﬂi;cd'ls;eﬂxz nature of the periodical Reports reccived of the health of the men
o
during the dry months.
3. The arrangements made by
pital clothing and comforts, are approved.

Major General Haines, for the supply of Hos-

(T.rue Extract.)

M r0eee iz TEE

Deputy Secretary to Government.

To the Quarter Master General, with 5 enclosures.
Adjutant General.
Controller of Military Accounts.

Military Accountant. .
: Examiger Pay Dopartment%% ”, ch.
,, Dublic Works Department.

' ,, Public Department. sncral Medical Dopartment.

~,, Drincipal Inspector G e
: ,.—x-Clotlniua-Dmmrtmentwww:,w.,_ o o O e AR S

b2
"
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1

sénerat, ~ 7
Commissariat Accounts.

dical Accounts.
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