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d E MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
4 _ PROCEEDINGS.OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
t . Read the following letters :— |

From the Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, Fort Saint George, 28th
July 1865, No. 79; to the Secretary to Government, Military Department.

I regret to have to report the occurrence of an explosion, which took place this

morning at a little “after 8 o'clock, at the Gun Powder Manufactory.
: 2. - On hearing of the accident, I visited the Mills, and found that the damage

done was comparatively trifling, as described in the enclosed copy of a report

furnished by the Superintendent Gun Powder Manufactory. . :
3. Government will, no doubt, observe with satisfaction, that no lives have

been lost, and that the arrangements ot the Mills are mow as perfect.as they

possibly can be, for the conduct of operations of so dangerous a character.
| | 4. Tbeg that Government will be 80 good as to iSSI.le orders for theimmediate
, repairs required to the buildings, affected by the explosion. o
" 5. T have authorised, asa temporary arrangement, the use of one of the old
Gun metal beds, and 1 have noted to include in the forth-coming annual Indent,
which will be submitted in September next, the spare beds recommended by the
Superintendent Gun Powder Manufafi—;cﬁz,— to be obtained from the Messrs. Halls.
From the Superintendent Gun Po 28th July 1863, No. 106; to the

wder Manufactory, Madras,
Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines, Fort Saint George. .
I regret to inform you that the charge in the Mill next to the Engine-house of the 2nd Group

of Mills, exploded this morning at a little after 8 o’clock. . '
9. Two charges of dust had been milled, the third charge had been about }hour or 20 minutes

r under the runners when it exploded. - .
3. Mill Maistry Permall was approaching the Mill
and is a little burnt, but has had a wonderful escape-.

of necessity, 28 & precaution, that he may receive proper attention.
" and sides of the Mill are of course shattered, and scattered to a

4. The Planks of the roof an
distance of about 40 paces ; they would not have been 80 shattered: had they not been so firmly
nailed on, in opposition to the opinion of Mr. Winn ; at home they are very lightly attached, to fly o

without resistance., .
5. The Planks of the second adjoinin

partition walls uninjured. ,
of the bed of the Mill. "

6. The worst result is in the fracture \
7. If one of the Gun metal beds of the old Mills will fit, I propose using it, if approved,

antil a new one can be obtained.
8. It would be a judicious arrang

Halls ; for they almost always ate broken on such occasions. _ . )
9. The cisterns acted beautifully, and drenching, saved every other charge—not merely in the

gwo Mills connected with the exploded Mill, but, by the concussion, also in the three Mills on the

- other side of the Engine House ; and all the six Mills of No. 1 Group, so proving their practical

value and their excellent adjustment by Messrs. Halls. . o
10. At Waltham Abbey, three years 20, they all failed from defective construction, and so alk %

gix Mills there exploded in guccession. . ,
11. T have now to request that urgent instructions may be conveyed to the Public iVorks )

Department, to restore the Mills for work with all possible expedition’} it can spegdily be effected
if uudr:ytake_n at once, by an adegnate employment of iaeoxﬂe.‘ , ' Lo

j‘ ~ s ———— -
~ Orper, No. 2830, 31st July 1865. y

Communicated to the Department Public Works, in view to imnfedi:ate mea-
sures heing taken, in communication with the Inspector General of Ordnance,
uf . Y T

o

v

P RT e TR - T

1

i Sulr S
i

Lol g o A

P -]

when it exploded ; he was knocked down
I have sent him to Hospital, not so much

AT i o e =y

8‘

g Mills on roof.and sides are extensivelf da;naged, the .

cment to apply for two or three spare beds i“;'om Megsrs.

for the repairs required being effected. e o
- ‘ , (True-Extract.) A
R v o . o L
{ . ) . ”’/ﬁg oy, %11, %‘C o
{ ’ ! ‘ ¢ Under Secretary to Government. - ;
*" To the Inspector General of Ordnance. - .
’ ,, | Public Works Department. MZ& 7 2 e .
»’ Quarter Master General =~ /. t,
, e Barrack Master, Presidency. . - . o
o E:‘.PJ- E. Cashart. R E ‘ .
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