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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment, :
‘ - 20th July 1865, \ '

No. 520. . Read the folloﬁng lettér from Lieutenzint-dolonel J.E.T. NICOLLS, . .

B R. E., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, in the Public
) Works Department, to_the Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
L George, in the Public Works Department, Madras, dated Fort William, -

- 26th June 1865, No. 3,201 i~

SIR, . : D :

With reference to the accompanying copy of two letters from a Mr. W. A. King, ~ -
dated respectively, the 16th ultimo and 20th instant, regarding a preparation to
srovent the ravages of white ants, which he states has been tried with success at &
})uddapah, in the Madras Presidency, I am directed by the Lieutenant Governor of
Bengal to request that, with the permission of Iis Excellency the Governor of

¥ Madras, information may be furnished to this Government in regard to the instances
in which the preparation in ‘question was successfully used at Cuddapah, as Mr. .
King, it will be secn, is unable to afford this infc?rmation. o o c T

Ll el
- e -

N

RS Nl N From Mr. W. A. KING, to the Sceretary to the Government of Bengﬁl, Public Works Department,
: s . dated Calcutta, 16th May 1865.

L
i

LTy

‘ !
PO Y Y
AR AR

- P ; Vet . ) Sie, . o , . .
Ll T d Tt e e T bt B T T SRR R RS 1. With reference to a letter dated 27th July 1863, from Sir Charles Elliott, x.c.B.,
: , ‘ BT e s S s 3 R : Governor of Saint clena, to the address of ITis Ilonor the Licutenant Governor of Bengal, pub-
. , ’ lished in the Supplement to the Caleutta Gazette of the 1lth November 1863, regarding the
. - . ravages of white ants, and offering a reward of fifty pounds for & remedy to prevent the insect from
- - - attacking buildings, as well to trace it to its nest, and te your reply No. 6,140, dated 31st October B
1863, addressed to the Colonial Secretary to the Government of Saint Helena, I have the honor to
: T suggest a remedy for white ants from attacking the walls and- timbers of buildings. The remedy 7
- - ig very simple and likely .to be doubted, but has been successfully applied at Cuddapah, in the --° - "~

.. " & .~ Madras Presidency, a place very much in -

3 - -
s el MREglowii e
\w".‘u.‘;

fosted with whitg#ants and black scorpiens, the former . -

S 72 Peing food for the latter (where black seorpions are, there are sure to be white ants), I am ™.
. sanguine that if it be tried at Saint Ielena that it will effectually prevent the insect attacking . = -

o " houses. The remedy is this— -* oo . - - >

] LT Steep beef (offal will do) 'in cold water, say half a pound te a quart of water, for about four -
-+ "' hours, and after squeczing the juice well out of the meat daub the timber all over with the
o * © yater, rubbing also the beef on it for about an hour ; this to be repeated two or three times to allow

i 5 * ' the water to soak into the wood. The bricks of  the foundation and flooring, as well as the three ’

last layers of bricks, before the beams are put on for the roof, should be set in mortar mixed with . .,
beef water, so should also the fine plastering ; by this means it will be found that the white ant -

v

' . will never attack a house 80 built. ‘ ‘ ‘ .

o The quantity of béef and water above ‘given-is only for’ an example, of course it will take ..

. o much larger quantity in building, and which can be regulated in proportion to the quantity of - . . *
o water required. . Ce e C - ‘ ’ .

N . 9. TIn conclusion I would take the liberty of suggesting that the above remedy be tried, and

: if successful that the reward of fifty pounds offered may be conferred onme. - )

L .+ Please address— : Coe s . ] .

/ A Mr. W. A. King, Assistant, Office of Controller of Military Accounts, No. 3, Park

: Street, Calcutta. . . ) i QR 10 S R
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o - Frt;m Mr. W. A. KING, to the‘Sécx:étary'h to the Government of Bengal, Public Work ' ~‘j
' ; H . . ‘ ment, dated Calcutta, 20§h June 1865. % 1o Iorss Dep:“a,rt‘

o S, . ' . . IR T CT
o " . . 1. Ihave the honor to acknowledge. the receipt of your Memorandum N 0. 2,886, dated 6th . "
-, T instant, and to regret my inability to state the instances In which the preparation referred to was ,

’ . » o

... - 7 _used with succcas at Cuddapah, as the person who tried the experiment and communicated it to me,
v . .. died ahout threo years ago, but I respectfully suggest a trial, on a small scale, being made, say by

K [

v - v " applying the _solation to a piece of wood, and allowing it to soak into the wood well, and then to -

ERSR DR R il a Lol T P ek A P e gL R N XTI REY v

£ BRI sy ’ .. T -place it in & white ants’ nest, or else by daubing a piece of furniture all over with it, and placing )
oL , . - M e -~ HOR - -4 g v, . k4 3 3 3 4 > -
A e S " e ! oA e : . -7 . < itin aroom, known to be infested with the insect, and if .the experiment proves successful, that ~ ~.
RN W3 e e ; AR R 3 =Y Lo .1 may then be deemed deserving of the reward offered by Colonel Elliott, the Governor of Saint '
T e . ©° Y Helena. . . - ., : - . : _ . .
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Proceedings of the M. agl;as Government, de{éc Works Department,” = = " "
” .. 20th July 1865. ’ :

’ : . W .@é i
2. Apologizing for the delay in rcﬁlying to your Memorandum, which was caused by indis- { ‘ 4 A ,Mm
position, . . - .
‘ (True Copy.) ) ‘
b

o

e i o o B o

{
. f
(Signed)  J. JT. CASIIMAN, i t a
' Chicf Clerk, Bengal Secretariat, P. W.D. { W
No. 530. . Orper THEREON, 20th July 1865, No. 2,092, , .- rzicm%
—— . Communicated to the Superintending -+ { o s
ESTABLISHMENT, No. 63. l Enginecr of the 3rd Division, who will be = { : - &
A requested to ascert~in and report in what ' ' !
- , . particular instances Mr. King’s preparation / 3" 3
- for preventing the ravages of white ants was successfully used at Cuddapal. : 20 - yZ T &
. , (True Extract.) - : i
o (Signed) CITARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,, s o7 _%,,“ﬁ ‘¥ :

Secretary to Government. ;
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