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Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Department, *
i . R0th June 1865. B T

4 N .
*» " Read the following papers :—

No. 409. - From C. COOMARASAWMY,MOODALY and ofhers, to Colonel C. A.
‘ -ORR, R. E., Secretary to Goverpment, Public Works Department, dated
. Tth April 1865, o : : 8

Sik, S : S S
1. Feeling assurcd that Government would do justice to the complaint made
‘hy us against one Cundasawmy Pillay, Head Goomastah on Shediancoopum Lock,

we beg respectfully to state as follows. -

‘ 9. That on the 19th November 1864, we cngaged a top-boéfc bearing No. 787,
at the Madras Basin, to go to Pulicat. A relation of the said Goomastah got into
*-the boat to go as far as Shediancoopum, promising the DBoatman to pa\? him at
‘the Lock 3 Annas as boat hire. On the boat touching the Lock, the Boatman
'demanded the money, and handed to the Lead Goomastah, in the usual course, the
clearapce pass which was eranted at the tol! office. The Goumastal, with a view

‘to avoid the payment of the said 3 Annag by his relation, and thus to deccive the

Boatman, stopped the b
‘pass and_producing in

Lock on the 15th of the sam
haided kim a false pass, moreover,

oat that whole day at the Lock by hiding the said clearance
lieu a wrong one of the top-boat No. 692 which passed the
o month or five days previous, meaning that the Boatman
’ “the Goomastah threatened the Boatman that he
- would hand"him up to the village Moonsiff on account of the false pass, if hie did not
‘farego his claim for 3 Annas.. We, who were in the boat, told the Goomastal that
‘o was not-justified in-preventing the boat from being passed. The Goomastah
would not listen to us, and the consequence was that we were put to considerable
inconvenience and were obliged to starve that whole day. ‘

3. This circumstance was reported to Mr. Fraser, the Executive Engineer in
charge of’ the’ Canal, but that Oflicer not having noticed it, we made it known to
the Deputy Collector of Madras, who instituted an enquiry to be made by the Super-
intendent of Toll Collgetions.  In the course of investigation, the 1lead Goomastaly
.was called upon to dofond the case, whe he declared that the Boatman handed
him a false clearance pass of the boat which passed the Lock five days before, in the

" meanwhile the Goomastah altered the Lock accounts to correspond with his deposi-
‘tion. The Superintendent of Toll Collections looked into the accounts of his own
Office, and found the Head Goomastah’s statement to be a false one.  Upon this the
Superintendent sent for the Lock accounts, and on personul inspection was satisfied
‘and proved that they were altered. - : - . ‘ -

4. You will sce, Sir, that- that the charge against the head Goomastah is a
‘serious one, viz., ¢ Falsification of Public Accounts,” jwhich under Section 167 of the
'Penal Code is punishable for imprisonntent of either description for a term which may
ezxtend to three years or with fine or with both. - o :

5. - Not being within his province to deal with the case (as the Lock establish-
ment is under the orders of the Public Works Department), the Deputy Collector

"of Madras forwarded to Mr. Fraser the whole of the papers connccted with the
* easc for his disposal.  Z%is was about a mmth ago, and nothing appears to have been
done in the muller. ’ : _— " L

6. We therefore beg that you will be pleased to send for all the papers, and

pass such orders as the casc would seem 25 deserve. o

v

From W. FRASER, Fsq., C. E., Special Exccutive Eng"inecr, to
1C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
19th May 1865, No. 13. 3
o ‘SR,

No. 500.
Colone
ment, dated Vayalur,

LI have the honor to return the
Petition No. 858, from C. Comarasawmy
- and others, which I received last night.

The statements of Comarasawmy arc generally correct as to the proccedings
ith the charges against the Conicopillay at Shed

1 ‘ Petition ‘ returned.
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. 'them to Pulicat; -

+ .« the Conicopillay, who said that it was.
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.o Preceeduigs of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment, BRI P N R RN S S TR P e ST BT re
| ’ 90tk June 1865. : T ; Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department; - .
% Lo T ‘ o e b \; o U7 20k, June 1365, ‘ S
i - . . All the 'pdpérs’ were seﬁt to me by tho Deputy Cbl]eeto’; ﬁh:) i; B t o ‘t}( R kK « ' f Frmmee W"wfwf"wr"wmm"ﬂ_mvaff I o T AM o
f. S case, Wlﬂ;:ta request that I would dispose of it. It scemed to mé how&lé}a telia(? 112 - ‘ : - Subsequently, at the earnest request of the passengers, the Conicopillay allowed - = -
N VR ‘}’@Sl(ti matter which I could not dispose®f; and I informed hir that so soon as I v ' . " the boat to pass, on one of them, Comarasawmy, civing a Kararnama or an.. -.° °
Lo ‘{9“ get}t?ednumcrous papers translated3 and had heard what the Conicopilla is a : S C. -7 acknowledgment that they had brought .
A ‘ : w?x“csﬁ}; 11}1;7 llcsn efleincle,l 1 (iwé)uld ?imd the ease up for the consideration of Goger;xz;m{:; ” . See D. S a wrong clearance. The 3 Annas were not .
S cLo Wit 7 remarks 1 had to make. . . J , y o o paid. -, o §
LRRRTES ~ 2. Coming in at the end of the i ' Lo ’ s ‘ coation i onicopi o, i ardi PP
§ , : . official .year, this matter ha Y : , The allegation is, that the . Conicopillay made’ this assertion recarding the = .
df,la) ed, but the papers will be seut up in a few day,s, R 8 bc.(ill 2 .ht_ﬂc, C : ‘ i clearance, fa:lzely, in order to compel the parties to allow the stmnge?, whof wis
¢ I oL ' § e S N ‘ | alleged, is his {riend, to come {ree. . - ‘ O AR
i Nu 501, - From W. FRASER, Es selal N V :‘ : 3. The clearance ticket which the Conicopillay gave back to the Boatman was -
2 -7 G A.ORR, R. E. o Bsq., G B, Spocial Excoutive Engineer, to Colonel o o cmmner he GO 5% ot boat No. 602, The date of
e dated Camiv,. Pudlipedoo, St{' June"‘lrglggm%[g’ 3];{11)110 quks Department, . o * See Twl}ct marked A. o _ theissueof whichis the 13thof November. -
S, . Cool ' . OV A G L o Tbis saixd to have been-delivered at fge Lock on the same date, but the date of -
S s R - B B - . » . R - .- oo
: 1. -1 have the honor to forward thé followi o S ' { receipt on the face of the ticket is tho 19th, DL e e
owing d NN - L . . Y :
ing documents relating to the clmrges - } pen 1 Lie allegation is that the Conicopillay altcred the date of receipt froni'the' 13th - 7 * -

bzought against the Head Conicopillay a Shediancoopum Lock.
Deputy, Collgetor’s letter No» 56, dated 14th March 1865

=P

" No. 44.

L Febaryisgs e
1, Kararnama taken by the said Goomastah f —
: rom C .y
of hoat No. 787, dated 19th November 188?&1%‘1

E. 1 Kaifiat from Teeroomalay Chetty, d: —
k.1 Do. Coﬂ%arasawmy M%‘od;fy » ?lli)t.?d o 1‘ eb:iuary 1865.
‘ G. 1 - Do. Vecjayarunga Pillay -~ do. = - do.‘
© H: -1 . Do. Ragaven - T Ao 0.
o }% - gu. Perinall o do. | go. L

© J. 71 Do. Lock Deputy Goomastah Ponnarung: ol ‘

K I : Do Head Goomastah Candasawmy Piﬁg%a}ggo‘%ﬂd{? . 18th do'm
R KMarch 1865. STy Fallay, 1oth Fobruary and Tth
. T. 1 . Kaifiat from Boatman Secappen, d o o ‘

3. 1 Ut of the Toll Superiondont, 260 Febmrs y

"1 Cloaraneo filo bogie ety 28th February 1805,

. é  Do. Rececipt book. \ '

Defences of Lock Head
1865. - ) ‘

2. The allegations contain d in the
taine these

That on the 18th Novemb1 Tast,

. on _ er last, Tecroc sty

jayarunga Pillay hired a boat at the Bi:rguﬁﬁt{h%hggy’

> The Boatman Permall was assiérting ‘R;Lgarfren. : J

) “‘, ::» T rFAIVOT ;
he. Boatx?lqn'Raga} en got the clearance ticket at the Dasin, No
, ’ o el ’ ‘ y &YU.

* No. 787. . : 254, for boat ;

At the Railwdy b;;idve ‘a strangor '
e ) nger re : o
'} ﬁ ;Y» agreod o o oy & ‘3?A11nd§}}$}§§ghtﬁebe carried as far as the lock.

y rea.chedﬁ the Lock about 4 o’clock he consented to pay. )
* The Boatman Permall took the clear

~whom it had been given for safety) and brought it to. the.off}
. offx

 the strange passenger also went fowards the office, . - ces  Ashort time after -

The 3 Annas were demanded from

: . ot \
Lock," but at the same time he -told thél b usual to charge any one coming to. the

time ‘after this. he declazed that the clapherc oot 012y tho 3 Anpas, and some

~ ‘ . Io ass wad
. Boatman should go back to. the. Basin and"t;gf £ r::isrf ‘(;‘:1: a wrong-one, and that the
« one, - L

.+ In suppgrt of his statement : .
| .i))ack.cleara.ncg No, 213:0f :bo&i?%é@éjggt;he Incorrectnes
. Permall had given him. ~ - "~ asserting that

R4 '
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to the 19th for the purpose of supporting his previous falsehood.

T

. B VRIS . . ore . ) ) '
L Petition froni Tecroomalay Chetty, &e., dated 20th Jauuary 1865,
)

- 1 Arzi from the Lock Head Goomastah to the ‘Tollt Superinten d ent. 1st :
© { , 1st

wmy M oodal y

the Toll Superintendent, but which is - qite consistent . g
Conicopillay ; and which is supported by the statement of the Conicopillay and by " .

Gogmastah, dated 14th April and 20th MW ,
papers are brieﬂy as ,’f.oHow<s ~—- - L

P R
Loma;rasawmy, and Vee--
atrmaplxagaven, to convey " ..

| - pletely isolated. -

" . ground to th
- return some- &

cairtiod
bt

" tickets wore not filed, but were lying upon the ofli - AR
| opillay states. that when the boat came in, some one told him -~
and ikat he ran to sceurc, it and was absent

' from. the office about Lalf an hour. . L
gays it was an Indian hour (= 24 minutes) from the time *. .

kp . . . B e
It was then raining. Y

ance pass fr YN — v '
pass from Vecjayarunga Pillay (to - - he first handed the ticket unt

-

‘e passenger;- who-referred tho matter to . -

sty st R s
e mmw S -

" table, but that the : ) *
; : 1 h;w’e soen the table covered with unfiled tickets, gml can qui
8 gf the clearance he gave. ight. avise.*: The Conicopillay, admits that it was carcless not to have .
that ‘was. tho. one which . . !

-

e g o i

gt paT

. -

4. The charges against the Conicopillay are thus two;—

\ - I That he concealed the correct clearance No. 254 of bdat,Nds’TSVT,nand? o
~ produced as tho one which had been given him, No.'213 of boat No. 692, for the ~ 7
~ purpose of saving the strange passenger from the payment of 3 Apmnas. .. - 0 0

1L That for the purpose of supporting this falsehood, he altered the date

of receipt of the latter clearance trom the 13th to the 19th of November Doth ou the =

closrance itself and in the office registry. .
.

5 1 Lavercad the papers carefully, and have obtained as much information as -

I could at the Lock itself, and I confess that I cannot come to the same conelusion - -

1 9

*which the Deputy Collector and the Toll Superintendent. arrived: at so readily; . a

throughout the whole proceedings there i not one word of explanation of a single
£a0t which would go to exculpate the Conicopillay.. Every thing 13 condemnatory, .

from the sagacious hypothesis of the Toll Supecrintendent to the reiterated assertions v

of his guilt by the Deputy Collector. o T
6. There is another hypothesis which I thinkis cqually probable as that of .

some portions of the Boatmen’s evidence. .

At the time this occurrence took place there was a very high flood in'the eamal,”.
this cccasion the water rose over the coping.. .~

the hizhest known for many years: On : : ‘
of the Lock, and the office and the huts occupied by the “cstablishment were com- "
At such times thé boats ;rarelw\ pass thiourgh the Lock, but pas§
o cast of it, and the clearance are:1
ays after, or until the flood has subsideds .

Tt had been raining %
% fiice table in heaps.

.7, The Conic 2

that water was Howmg into his house,

. Permall the Boatman say n Ing .
1l the' Cogmoplllay stated that it was a wrong one. ..

On his return to the office he saw the Boatman standing at the
asked him what boat he came, -in-and where was the elcarance. .

then took a tic

was a wrong one and thab the boat could not pass: .

Now; it 18:q

b, auvanne

a mistake m

" #+ Nore~I have long gimes pub

Lo
Lt

P e 22

with the innocenco of the -

“over the low ;-
{i-kets are :not -given up until the boats -~ - ~

ini heavilyﬂar‘somc"dziys,‘aﬁd," as they were wet, the clearance .

office door,and " '
e, The Boatman S
ket off the table, and handed it {o- theCenﬁcopillay,rwh‘qhth‘en said it 0
uite poésiblé that the corréct ticket had ‘boen laid down: ﬁpéﬁt thew .

Boatman took up the wrong ‘one and gave it to the Conicopillay.i - ",
+¢ undorstand how such™

3 5top to this caréless iode of proceeding. o7 R
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o Deputy Goomastah, and all the other T,

" excuses himse oy,
es himself by referring to the dangerous condition of his house and family.

PO I ho x- « )
n his deposition (sce J) he states that he was absent from the Lock on the 10th

.. performance of his duties, and on i i ‘ :
+ show that he dated and si,gned. ?)%hﬁ? pection of the file and registry of tickets will;

- “such as that the boat was ¢

o PUS—I will examine :
e tah on my return to M;g;}a?d repo

. No.502. - From W. FRASER, Es., C. &
. L 2 : 4
- S,

- Madras, I would cxamine i
. _ Xamine into th
,’ at Shedlanpoopum Lock, to the e?i'e

. 2' ,T/wD@]??ttJ
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.+ Proceedings of the Madraz Government, Public Works Deyariment,
20th June 1865, ’

| e A
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scarched for the correct ticket, which he found upoﬁ the table the foilbx;'ing da.y 1o

RPE NI P

Rss

8. A : .
s regards the altering of the dates, I have just discovercd one fact which §

- The dati ' cci |
ey of t.l(x)e n?txlggt lﬁf 21510 rqclel(llat of the clearance tickets and the keeping of the regis-g
, pecial duty of the Deputy Goomastal Ponuaruﬁga Moodzrx)ly.‘

i

e

@

il

oY

and 20th Nov Vil &
transactions %})e(:gbt(ife ‘6101: b, l.fntr,ue’ would throw the whole responsibility of these}
Lis deposition is false, - “}‘3101)1 ek But I have just discovered that in this respect}
y e was not absent on these dates, but was in the usuaﬂr
]

clearances on both of these dates. 4

9. 'The D : , g
No. 692, Wh?) sla)tfg;ltlyz;t gglﬁasl‘gféirs?t%s that he called upon the Boatman of boat

- of November. . P ed the clearance No. 213 at the Lock on the” 13th]
. The date of the receipt of this clearance is enter ‘ I

- Goomastah, as th ;
: , a8 the 19th; and
of things during floo ds,’th 1t would be perfectly eonsonant with the usual course’

s at the e
-days after that of its issue. e teceipt of the dem’?ﬂlce should be dated several:

. I nced hardly remark that o : : : '
his eviﬁlence is lik};ly toa{l]a\,\rtéul?egiecgggfg %0 (ifl' t}ie {50atman I uhsupported, o that{
one unimport: L L > 16 light thr d 3

portant individual was the defenda};t andb\:fhg;gofl‘lrln:tg(e)i}sh\:};.’o“g;iizggy%

_ 10." It 1is alsol . S
who originally brouo-llallzdtclgeneb: ssary to draw attention to the fact that the parties’
Comarasawmy Writg g - matter forward, did, deliberately, ¢ b d pariies

( 1Yy and sign what thoy subscquently qtatg’ ’is ;10};1;5 1 one of them,
8 ntrue. ‘

" In - the last petiti |
. a5 too, to Gover .

‘there are several tp i on ' 0 overnment, dated . . ¥
staternents which are not 0011sis’tent Witgttllll(ﬁg 1;111 tlhsoszlgyg(.}tist?frz’
' & y 4

‘ . ‘ topped 1l ;

copillay threat stopped that whole d ho T.ock <2 :

a false }Ir)ass. ';}f;;e;ll to ,It?‘nd the l}oatmon over to tﬁz EItothew' Lock t}mt the Com
L ; that they © were obliged to starve that wl 10n51ﬁ' f,'(’n having produccdiﬁ

o eonclusion, Tharo o remankthas he fls d S S i

S ed, with some cireums ¢ e

i}l;d)lce against the OOJfﬁcopilla.yS tall’éz(&s rli]y which T
e, and that, on the evidonce add ® o conel

]
i

ed, evidently by the Deputﬁ

kPOSitidn of the Deputy Goomas-
ucllm?i tha,tlthere is a strong pre- ;
‘ . ¢ that the case is a saspicioust
uce oy a suspiclous
uced, the Conicopillay should not bo COndeIr)nncd. :

rt ?11 the falsq §?§tement of the Deputy Goomas-

2

C 7

o

.. Colonel C, A, ORR, NS/ I R
T » &, ORR, R, E.. § pecial Exceutive Engineer, tol
" Departiment, dated Madsas, 16k Jund 1605, ne. >, Pl Works |

. “ . ’1 7 y 0' ’ '«) e K K

1. - In my letter No: 31, ’dat(ed‘ 8th

i
i
Pl

June 1865 ‘ I
truth of the dep:)’sit

£ hroe ol Tk ¢ B

is)f'ate%lﬂtha;, on my return to
ot £ on of the Deputy Goomastal
hat, ?(:,l“t’hQ 19?0}1‘ and 20th ofl Ngrvcmbcr i‘tst1 3
rato (‘1‘1 Hﬂ?’bsent from the Lock, I investiiﬁ
S o fng"‘lan delgléb:tcr, at t?c ]i:OCk, this morn-}
Lo . o R ¢ now the . 4
. I'send up the original Procee dines. theresult. -~ houor to reporti
b . - N .

1 Proceedings. -

»

H

kS

nt in his deposi-

as absent fr 13 ACpost-,
’ V)

was abs m the Lock, on leave, on%

y Goomastal maintained the . L
Deputy Collecto‘r‘; thazn}eﬁ fwhe truth of his stateme

Oth of November; that heo

. tion before the

. 8. The Ilead Goomast.
, 100 : 3 . ) L L co
mastal maintained that this was g false stat t‘ that {1
ock servants § atement; that thej
SCTY aptb were present on those dates. |
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"~ the Lock. That he did not go away until

_that he did not know the Depu

. No. 503.

. the charges preferred against him by
" petition to Government, un

 ledgment from .Comarasawmy. th

3. Ttis clear that, relying ont

R

B ARl T B Rl T e et e

Mi‘\" o ’
Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, ,/

90th June 1863.

i~

At

b e e A

. That 1no oric was absent until the flood had subsided. 4
4. The Iead Lascar Tamasawmy Moodaly made a similar statement; that when
the dispute about the ticket took place, the Deputy Goomastah was at the Lock. |
5. - Lascar Covinda Rajulu states that he does not remember the dates, but’
remembers the flood.  That the Deputy G oomastah was present until the flood had
subsided. : S o ‘ o L
. 6. On cxamining the water registry 1 found that the water was highest on the
‘ ' ' 7 90th, so that' according to this’ man’s
. statement*® the Deputy Goomastah did

# Tn Proceedings.
not leave until the 23rd.

”»

7. Lascar Gangan states

dispute was about the clearance ticket, That the Deputy Goomastah was then at

the water was down to 7 feet.

This agrees with Govincy's statement. The depth was 1’ 8'' on the 20th,

. 8. These
during the floo
one other who was at the Tock in Nov
“sent with tickets to the Deputy Collector.

1-of November last. . f the Lascars now employed there is only

I believe that his evidence W
9. The Deputy Goon
case. L :
The evidence was read to him, an
parties, and to explan anything they had said.

The examination took place also in the presen

the North Canal, and of my Iead Writer. C
' Every thing clicited is given in the Proceedings.
"10. - The conclusion forc

the Deputy Goomastah, viz., that he was

he did not leave the Lock until the 23‘rd. B

K :ove that the Head Goomastah m
Lol b o ¢ ty Goomastah was absent for two or three days.

| " ORDER Tnfzﬁm&, QOthAJun‘é/‘1865, No. 1,716.

pﬁpers, the Government can come to no other
conclusion than 'that Cundasawmy Pillay, the

" Head Goomastah at the Shediancoopum Lock, has failed to exonerate

| 'ESTABLISHMENT, No. 43

der date the 7th April 1865. . =

2.- His statement that the cause of

b‘.‘t.ﬁe 19th November 1864 was owing to. !
between the clearance handed in from that boat and another, w ;
delivered by boat No. 692, some days previously, 13 totally unworthy of belief, and

would appear to have been concocted between the 1st and. 15th February 1865, for
. it is not reconcileable with what he says 1 writing ‘to the Toll
the former date, that, having allowed boat No. 787 to pass ©

. n
« smmediately afterwards? he reccived the correct ‘clearance ¢ from qnother boalman.

" Comarasawmy Moodelliar, the Head Goomastah, down to so late

¥
. . Vo [P
’ ' ;o A, ¢ P

that he remembers the 19th November, when the .

” ~ but it was only 7 feet on the evening of the 22nd and the morning of the 23rd. - - -

are the only Lascars at the Lock this morning, who were present RS

d he was requested to cross examine the .’

ce of the Overseer in charge of

Toll Superintendent on. .
n getting an; acknow- .
at. the wrong clearance had been presented, . .

ember, but he was absent to-day, having been

ould cofrobqfate that of the three I examined. - .
mastah was present during the examination except in o~nev s

ed on mo by the ovidences is, that the deposition of
ot at the Lock on the 19th and 20th =

" of November, and when the dispute took place about the ticket, is false. That -

ade a false sta.teinehf when be said - o

1. After -a careful perusal - of ,these'fi*mf .

imself from . .
Comarasawmy Moodelligrﬁ and others, in their  *

the detention of boat 787 at the Lock ‘on ‘
his having accidentally made a mistake
hich had been .~

he Kararnama which he had extorted from \
a period a8 the - °
ve out his acts, and that not till he was giving - -

\ t. intended to b k
1st February last, intended to ra‘oll ector did he bring forward the plaixg}}fle& story

his deposition before the Deputy C
- Y

k)

-

/ al e brat
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