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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pubdlic Works Department, -
T * "5tk June 1865, f ' ‘

1

. No. 113. ' Dead the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel E. A. FOORD, R. E.»

 Superintending Engincer, 5th Division, to Coloncl C. A. OLE, R. E,
Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, dated Salem, 18th
May 1863, No. 224 :— S o - ‘ ;

. R - RN ' r o . ) o :

1. I have the honor to report for the information of Government that, on the

é‘)th of April 1865, I called on Major Ilunter to state whether he had completed his -

work on the Ahtoor Ghit, and when it would be réady for inspection.  1le informed

me, 1 reply, that he completed the work on the 3lst Qﬁ pccembcr, and had rcported | .

to that cifeet to the Secrctary to Government.

[

9, 1inspected the Ahtoor Ghit on the 8th; and Licutenant Edgcome.inspected

the Nazalore branch on the 15th. AsIhaveno plan, estimate, or agreement, to com--
e the work with, and as the Ghdt wus inspected by Major Shaw Stewart and Mr.

?’iuson, C. k., in May last, T shall procecd to notice what scems to have been dono

from the date of their report. o o i -

= 3. In that report the average width is statod to be from 5 to 9 feet. It is now

12 fect, except when thero i3 rock, and then 1t 13 12 feet less tho width of the rock,

whatever that may be jfor no rock Las been blasted or got rid of in any other way, -

as far as I can see. . S _ . ; |
4. The road has been very imperfectly cleared of trees ; for these have not been

cut down to the ground, but stuni»ps, a foot high, have been left to the great obstrue-

. the traflic. . S L s ‘
tion g{ Revetments of rough stone have bm‘mv built in several places ; but, with one
exception, they have fallpu down, ani the nmhl} _of the !'Q?d'very much reduced'in
consequence. o N IO :
6. The ziz-zags have been somewbat i proved. They are not quite so steep at
the turns, and the road has been widenud. The error in the trace remains as before.
In the first part of the Ghat the deseesr is tvo easy, and in the latter it is too rapid.

-

7. Licutenant Edgeome reports that the Nagalore branch for the first mile is - *

12 feet in wilth, but 13 obstructed in muny piaces by trees and tree stumps. The

rost of the trace (1} miles) eonsists of u series of precipitous zig-zags, but the road is .

for the most part 12 fect wide. ' L . L8,
"The revetments have been so 1mperfec}:ly built that halfof them: have fallen

down.

tho Ghit, a sufficient width has been given at the turns, -

9. There are three places on the Ahtoor Ghit which are certainly unsafe.  One
of these, where @ smooth slab of rock, sloping outward, stretches eonpletely across
the road, is evidently alluded to in paragraph 11 of the first report. - I have asked
Major Hunter whether he will undertake to put these portions of the Ghit into pro-
per order, but T have not as yet had any reply from him. - - -

10. As regards the value of the work done, it is impossible for me, not having
scen -the first tracq,_and having no p]m}s to guide me, to estimate it with accuracy.
Supposing the valuation of ’:\[aJO}‘ Shaw Stewart and Mr. DPinson to have been correct
at the time of their inspeetion, 161 not sonow. * The Ghit, incomplete as it is, could
S0t have been made for the sum naned by them, e ’

11. One thing is certan, that the work might have been much better done for
the money, and it no doubt would have been much Detter done by the Public Works
Department.  If Major Hunter can be compelled to do any more work on the Ghit,

tho places where improvement is most required can be pownted out to him.” Other-

wise I beg to recommend that no time bo lost in transferring the Ghdt to this Depart-

ment, and in making the maintenance

Rupees 410 - ' e allowances available for repairs and im-
" lggg} page 62 of Dudget of 1865-60.  yrovements, . P -

. 3
o B K

8. The zig-zags bave been improved, and with two exceptions, near the foot of

»*
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 No. 114,

‘ Prbcecdiugs of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. oth June 1865,

i
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|- CIVIL WORKS, No. 17.
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(True Extrgxct.) , ' L

 (Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colinel, R. E.,

. 5th Division,

.
i

~* . Secretary lo Government.
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