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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 30tk>January 1865. .

q

No. 302." Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 4th October 1864,
: No. 6,514. i

Read the following letters t—= -

From G. A. BALLARD, Esq.,, Collector of Malabar, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to
i the Board of Revenue, dated Calicat, 13th August 1864, No, 198.
S1R,

~

1. On the 18th September last, I }eporfea to the Board that the preparation of Register A -
of lands, boundaries, &e., for Malabar, had long been postponed ; that I was desirous of commen-
cing it in earnest ; and that with a view to secure the satisfactory performance of the :vvork; and -
reader it altogether mors complete, I hal directed the preparation by the Amshom Menons of -
Sketch Maps to accompany thie Register. I proposed employing certain Gumashtas to superintend-
the measurements and preparation of the Sketch Maps, and I applied for sanction for an “-
expenditure of about Rupees 500 per mensem to remunerate the servants employed, expressihg
my hope that the work might be completed in about two years, )

Further explanation was called for and
submitted, and sanction* was finally granted for
the expenditure of Rupees 12,000 for the preparation of the Maps and Registers as proposed.

2, I regret to have to report that I completely under-estimated the difficulty of the work
whilst T over-estimated the ability of the agents I proposed employing to perform it at any thing,
like the rate of progress I anticipated. : . (

Notwithstanding great endeavour on the part of some of my subordinates and myself, the
work done hitherto has been quite insignificant. .

Tn fact my scheme has been & failure, and I am reluctanily obliged - to say that, without a
thorough re-cast of plan, and greatly increased expenditure, the Register and Sketch Maps as I
proposed to get them cannot be had.

3. My estimate of the possible progress of the work was partially based on what I had
known done by Demarcators on the Eastern Coast. But I quite failed to make adequate allowance
for the difference between surveying and land measurement in an undulating broken country,
densgely wooded in parts, like Malabar, and the same operations ia the flat open plains of Masuli-
patam. Nor did I sufficiently ailow for the diffcrence in the rate of progress that must be looked
for when in one case work is performed by special agency, under close departmental control ; and
in the other carried on by ordinary Revenue servants with only partial special assigta.nce,’ and no
separate provision for special supervision.

4. I beg to submit a brief account of the system I endeavored to work, of what has been

Vide G. 0., dated 3rd December 1863, No. 2,196.

' ® accomplished, and of the expenditure that has been incurred.

5. Iemployed eleven Gumashtas who had a fair idea of surveying with the Prismatic Compass
and rough plotting. One or two of these after some preliminary instrucutions were sent to each
" Talook. My intention was that five of the most active Menons should be sent with one Surveyor
to one Amshom at atime; that the Surveyor should mark out a * Khandom or tract of from 50
to 250 Acres according to local circumstances, running the exterior boundary with the Prismatic
* Compass, and give a sketch ¢f the boundary toa Meron ; that the Menon should then measure
the fields, gardens, &c., comprized in the Khandom with the ordinary measuring rod, registering
their measurements and numbers and sketching in their boundaries as he proceeded ; that the
Sarveyor meanwhile should mark other Khandom§, and so have a sapply of bouridary sketches
ready for the measuring Menons to take up as they filled in those previously given ; and that the
village Menen should assist all with hi§ local knowledge and write up the complete Register.
.. The Surveyoi’s work was intended.to check the interior measuremeuts of the Meuons, and
especially to give them a guide to the formation of their sketch maps.
1 he Khandom sketches fitted together would form the Amshom map. :
6. Finding that little prOgresé was made on this plan from the extreme repugnance of the
Mcnens to leave tteir own Amehcms to workin arother, ard also because the Menon ofthe
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20. There ig reason to believe that notwit
mentioned are st} num
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dence be expected,

. . just
bstanding the late revision, cases of the nature Jus
. o . LY '
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. . - ‘l
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: y ] L nds
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22. The garden 8ssessments are now in a most unsatisfactory cendition. The demand fill y

altogether irregularly, and Government does not receive that revenue to which it is fairly entitiec.
The Board are a

3

i . ¢ith
ware that in theory the garden assessments are levicd on the trees W

- - - . el in‘
periodical revisiong. DBut revisions are too
1, Cocoanats ; 2, Arecas, and 3, Jacks,

vidious and unpopular undertakirgs to .be
regularly made, and in fact only two or three of limited extent have been made since the begin-
ning of the century, The consequence is that if the incidence of the present actusl demands be
calculated per acre, m

. r
21y 8 rich garden will be found paying fewer Annas per acre than its pocre
neighbour pays Rupees,

Tknow of an extent of good garden which pays at the rate of about Annas 10 an acre, a.ntd
, of a fraction of an acre which pays at the rate
Some twenty-fonr Acres,

of Rupees 63 per acre. I know of anozhc.r

garden that pays Annas 8fixed on the treesata furmer Pymash some thirty years ago that if 1t
Wwere now Pymashed, and the trees assessed at the local rates, should pay Rupees 11-2-C.

These are marked instances of course, but they hardly give an exaggerated idea of the

great inequalities prevailing, 4

I have a considerable amon

nt of detailed information, and am collecting more, so that, when
the time com.s, I hope to be able to introduce revised assessments with livle difficulty. My pre-
sent purpose is merely to shew that the prevailing state of things is most unsatisfactory, and I
thiok I have said enough to do so.

23. We have no regular registers of the gardens in Malabar.
The Pymash accounts of 1729 and
their assessments, but give no areas,

The accounts of 1825 profess to give the measurements of the gardens then existing, but
they are alloweq to be incorrect, and there has been an immense extension of garden cultiva
since,

As fresh gardens have been formed, Pymash accounts have bee
but undoubte

D Prepared from time to time ;
dly the measurements are loose, and nota ffw g.ardens have been omited,

2%. Tlere then accurate measurement and registration is ap indispensable preliminary step
to the introduction of an equitable demand. .

Here, a3 with the wet lands, T consider the classification and assessment shoyld be 5 perfectly
distinct operation, but as the irregularity of the present assessments ispy ), greater than in the
other case, and the interests both of the people and of Government wor tly require that
reform should be speedily introduced, I shall endea.voul' t0 have som? Amshomg goon completed
Wwhatever aystem of measurement and registration is adoP.ted' and With the
submit a scheme of garden classification and assessment which, with 1i

tle 1 oard’s permission
¢ loca) modification, ma

0 s . y
be gradually extended to the gardens of the whole District, after the Registers of each Amsh;m or
circle of Amshoms are completed. :

1806 shew only the number of trees then existing and
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I propose employ; s 2 ) ?7{
[1.4 . R . . .
ying a staff of thirty.tw e 9. Ibegto encloge 2 Statement of Instruments, Saderwa.rxd?&c., which will also be required. %
Pri ¥ Avemzo rous o Surveyors cnan ave ’ o ° : -
Tismatic COmpa g Each Surveyo rage of four for each Tu100k~ Rps. A, R Rs. A. P.| RS A P.
each in one Ay 8 several Khiandom : Land at a) £ wil bave several® Amshomt 17 55,000 0 0
cutively ny ishom, makine a b S, or divisions of fr tme. Ie will murk off with the Pay of Surveyors and Mem'ms e e - o T 0300 0 O ]
goes o A H;bered’ he will gt;v tnunda,y sketch of o O‘m fifty to two-hundred and fifty acres Two 1lead Surveyors for five year ‘
Wsh - e to th ach such diviei 1,3 0
Surveyor Wi]lo?: No. 2, supplies th e Meuon of the Amu(; 1 division.  These sketcbes, €O ‘ lusss 9 0 61,300 0 O !
fill in, niange bis work go ¢ Menon there wit shom to LIl jn. The Surveyor then ' Stationery already sanctxoned . 11185 4 4 g
23 to keep each ) 1 buundary sketches, and so on- The Instruments doe do. et . —_— uy
o Ot}?l. The Menons wil] sl¢non supplied with bou'n-.Lny gkotches 10 640 2,573 13 4 ;
er sub-divis; U use the . . od . es e 1,42 ves  wse  bee -
do ision, keeu; common . Additional Stationery required .-+ 936 4 O] e o o
o map as they go alzeplng a l‘egu]ar ﬁel«l :Cuuhng rod ; they wlu DO. lnstf“meﬂls seo . b ot 3’ o— et e ao———— ——— ¢
32. Thes "8 They will also ¢ oofk’ a nd sketehing in the boand cach field, garde™ 1oz 8 0 7.236 5 47
u . are N -] e H . K - ' b ————
Su”eyors " rveyors and the T ully write up Regis undaries on the Khan 65536 5
both to ch LSee that the field alook servants will later 4. — """"“4‘
eck th Ineasgy il fre .
% € Measurements gng trzu;ents anl Sketche:u::'ly inspect the Menon's work the 0. Thus the whole cost of the work m2Y be estimated ab about Rupees 68,600, and the
. e . B 14 3 .
e division (Khando ce that the Registers “:er.ect. and the Talook gervantd 4\-}.‘t U: e ot Rupees 13,30‘6 would be jncurred annually. _
m) eing accurately written up: expezll UIT:: bo Survey g completed’ more than this annual expenditure will be realized
efore the . . .
. for the speed introduction of a well
ds alone, and the Way will be paved peedy
he wet 12 sch will add cousiderably more annually to the revenues

ns, whi

annually from t

fOrm ar
ourh N
3h Sketch M sketches will be ke
nt on the garde

can only be carijeq

ap of th .
3%, By e Amshom w Ptin a book
Tacy quite u{nthls eystem I feel gy om when it js completed ook, and fitted together so 8 0
vill nown { _ °¢! sure that we w; .
iage accounts of g n this District hiry ¢ will have a land Rey; regulated assossTe d to be incurred
35. As t. uch Eastern Coast ];no' and far surp “glster giving an amount of accu- than the total expenditure propo’e :1 1l be £ bly viewed
’ o the ti istri urpassing tk Lese proposals will be favora viewed.
Exclusive fh: time required ricts as I have served ?i,nt e general accuracy of the I cannot but hope therefore that these prop y
e of Wynad ) : gurveyors now available. Eleven of these men have for the
. there a i 49, There are 807° twenty y , ; X .
t (‘S‘aifl l:x;d, . re four-hupdyeq and Jast tw; months been instructing Menons at the different Talooks with a view to future progress.
Lo e g ;"Enteeﬂ Amshoms jn Malab : If the scheme I now propose is entertained, 1 shall have no diffculty in getting 2 sufficient
. .. - 155,203 akin : Jlalabar. . .
. 3,054 g the ; yery ghort time. _
ass 205,28+ garden lands L, numbért of assessed wet and . number of Surveyors 1? .y . o T shall diligent] loy th h
bessed at about half 6,60457 0.60,500, and ¥ our prescut accounts at aboub Until 1 receive further xnstructl'oﬂfi, shall &1 igently employ e present Surveyors on the
about 2,400 numbers -‘hat humber more of other :h-y 1l‘ox\;ghly estimating the number - nstruction of Menonss apd in prepaning other pupils for the work. ,‘
1 : a .
Tamafraig 1 I each Awshom, » We have a total of 10 O(I)l 3 now, or probably goon to be _ ;
by each Menop Cannot safely recj ,00,000 numbers, or an average of ENCLOSURE No. 1.
. KON On o . . .
In this case one S. more than 200 numbers a month b Ags'raAc[.——Llst of Xhandom Sketches, Registers, &e.
urvey onth being a ished
yor and fo g accomplishé FNCLOSURE No. 2.
ABSTMCT.——Memorandum of additional Sqationery and Instruments required.
- ' |
|
|

on for nj ur Menons wi .
36.  Such parties v nl‘;e months, 7,200 :1::111]; finish 800 numbers a month field work
uld accom trs a year. , Or, as lie wor

32. l&s to the cos'l

fur each h
Men onth should be
Rupees twenty.f on doing not Tese tha allowed for each Surveyor, OF
over the 10,00 Ogur' ora total of R a 1 200 field numbers ,
38 5U0,000 numbers ; upees forty-four f nd four Me
wo 1d8. For Miseellan 1n the District. OF €very 800 ny nons at Rupees six each =
u 8 -
with be made from th eous work connected with mbers, or of Rupees 55,000
.. surveying allow e ordinary establishm the Progress
visit any of the T ed whose special w ents, but I shoy o
alooks to which they °1'¥< hWOuld be to
might be sent
t

connected wi
ith the Survey. They should b
u e allowed R

with the

travelli

divisicn elling allowance of their grad

. rades.

f the
1d wish ¢ undertaking, arrangement

w Wo s
atch the ervauts well acquainted

u ee . sOnal 3 .
P 8 sixty lnstruction on points

Oue woul
db and f
e atran . orty-five, respectively,

September 1864, No. 224.

Adverting to my letter of the 13th ultimo,
I have the honor to submit the enclo-
s the Board may desire to look

From the samé Officer, dated Calicut, 6th

ors, Menons and Talook servants in  No, 198,

gurvey
r's Field Books. sures noted, a

ual, for ;
h M:e';)an;tion of the A TRegister, &e.»
g, Rules for keeping .engnés al\{xd Surveyo
i' l‘;(i’;?a toei!;;):stsrs;fldo ° snto them when taking the important matter
. ¢ . | . .
g Forin of Eu&?n?;:yféﬂfvf; oof a Khandom by the Pris- of the prepa.rauon of the land Reglsters of
' Malabar into consideration.

matic Cowpasss
ENCLOSUBE No. 1.

the A Register an

¢ the preparation of d Sketch Maps in Malabar.

Ansrmc'r.-—-M anual fo

ENCLOSURE No. 2.

non's Field Book with explanatory Disgram and

ABsTRAcr.——Rules for keeping the Me

specimen of Field Book:
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¥ Surve
yofa K
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8. The Gove bich ke now pro €300t furm mgr
Prepara;i rament orj poses ¢ sarguine R ”
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ne

imated .
whew expenliture of Rupcees
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esu the )
lts woulg be ¢ le“mds Lecaine truiced to the works
,in'l““'“ of attainment, stitl Mre palierd
fsey :5‘01 thedillculties and chr-estimnle
at the scheme cannot succeed in

31d Deceaber ;‘:be co,n"u"mion of Govcrnmw‘ with
63, No. 2,195, Revenuo Dt‘pﬂn‘“c""

hem®

. 2,000 for the
I;Cb ficld on the Iteyister, and 8 sud! f
une List, when the monsood Swl’l’c‘l

it

i3

gret that

teliige .
aent supervision, uwy are ulmbla to

yors, at an average of four for cach
and t0

alsp
the W{z:msmem"m and write up the Regis*
he wo € 10 supervise the work gcnera”]-

that of Ssing T8 t}
the vijp, S 2" am at th tk at
vill; ount ¢ e Tesult w tomm four to five years, and jtg cost ®
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Combine 5y,

t District wi
tw : .
© garde ith which he is acquainted.

Y gen

eral .

n ass revis .
es'"’entcans y 0 of assessment with this specie

Vised with

ght here,
Rupeeg 25,00’(;"%

high]y desuab]; :1

proyi ey
Tem unde'takenrt €8 hig g ha
Ulierative ¢, G least £,
[¢]

Tal .19 8Upnosit;
T Vernmeny : ong time ¢, cpo sition that the regul
m ar

fa(‘c

CUracy h: ould ¢, .
Y bitherto ahoncel to provide the District with 3 Lav
gcther unkuown there, and far sufl""”i"g

sof

Tresis

2 probable 9“1.”0“ ; that the wet land asscss®
t XWnsion of dr gain to the annual revenu® of som®
a Y cultivation comblines to ronder it
ings and areas Jhould be

oo will
e, and bel; survey of the Dist:ict *)
tueves that it would prove uhimatd!

€a
doube w, ) :]he"' Proceegi, t the tryep fof“ew
T whe e e gs, dat ol my
ther 1y resy' Pendityre o ed 1k Feb ch that M;. Bal'ard s
U1 would oy uld prodg, Tuary 1862, No. 9 ard hes advanced ; Ut 2
Bt CIW.ge b € any equi '-, o, 053, they se +h reason to
. e quisalent ¢ y sce nuci

nt

tvenue return to Gover me

the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

30th January 1865.

i !

Proceedings$ of

9. The Board think it very likely that the Collector’s gaticipations of incoease in the revenue
i brinwi;\« to account land now ot payiag its fair or any quoia, would
i 1d have to be sat of a loss oathe

‘zed ; but they e of opinion that against thia wou ‘ |
b sl ; g n of the assessment on these holdings, tue first
xing them according to the

garden lands, for they consider that 10 any revisio
ble system of ta
mature, 0T exhausted,

step must be to abandon the present most objecuon; t s
. . g i ’
1, and the condition of these rees :
pumber of trees they contaih oy e

and they have little doubt (hat were the tax placed on the land with reference to!

1 . .

‘ ) t wou d be a leduch‘o“ ofn the pKESenl dEn‘\a“d.
pto ucnve )OE\OI ﬂle leSlﬂ ‘ '
10' lllv questlo“ then Rlla.‘s Whethet the p‘op:}’vd S;Stexn pIOInlses to ﬂﬁ‘ord SULh dccu!ute

Ho v ] a‘.ld as WO\.\l(l be wort t Stl ate
i nt addltlom\ \ﬂ.lde t 1 ’ h he estiin d
p] ans 8.!1‘1 l'eg\S(Cl'S, and SUCh COIISE(IUC : ‘ .. -
H on 13 that the resu\ts Whl not be s0
cost in the il\tel‘eStS Of tbe commumty,

anlthe Board’s opint
reliable as the proposed object requires:

11. They consider that the gcheme is altogther . » !
supervisin, testing, and checking the work'of .the Khanlo'm Jrve’) ors,
the identification of the fi-1ds w.th the entries in the lhhla:tlaaccoufus, an‘ the el !
of the land, and they are dispasad to _think that 2 pl\)f’ldd what 18 necc;s.nry1 int eaf resspecks
woull add very greatly 10 the cost. The G?vemmenl will remember that 1(; the regular m{,vei
and Sattlement i)epartments it was at ons tine proposad to entrust to the Curaum3 the work o

fillinz in the interst i comp.).rauvely gnall survey blocks, fanl the result was mosé
;n;aj sfactory The Board cannot anticipate moreé favorable results 1n the case of Malabat

4 . A

Curnui:s (Menons) emp\oyed on the details of far larger areas.
1 The Board are aware that it has bzen under consideration whether the scientific
o awi

nerally be carried out in sach minute detail as has hitherto been required, and
ng \hemselrez &2 any opinion 00 the subject a3 rezards fisld-ass2ssed Districts,
ed to think that a scieniific sarvey of Malabar in blocks of considerable sizes
re economical than that now proposed, as it would be equally services-

from wet cultivation, by

laficient in the nocessary provision for
and of the Menons, and fot
d for the classificuion

sarvey shou!d ge
without committi
the Board are dispos

would in the end prove Mo

able and ipfinitely more trustworthy-
d trust that such & SUITEY may be eventually carried out in Malabar and

13. The Boar

Canara.

n——————

oN, 30th January 1863, No. 146.

ORDER THERE
The Superintendent of Revenue Survey will be requested
ina position to yndere

to state when it is likely that he will be
take the survey of the Malabar District.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) C. G» MASTER,
Under Secretary to quernment.

No. 303

" Land Revenue. !

To the Superintendent of Revenue Survey.
;» the Boara of Revenue.

Ezd. 8. T. Angustin
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9. The.Board think it very likely that the Collector’s antmpatlons ofincrease in the rgenue
from wet cultivation, by brinzin to account land now notpaying its fair or any quota: would
be realized ; but they are of opinion that agiast tais would hive to b3 sat off a loss on the
garden lands, for they coasider that in any revisira of tae a3sessment 01 thesa holdings, the first
gtep must b2 to abandon ths present most objectihnible systen of taxing them according to the
_numbar of trees they ¢atain, aad the conlition of those trees as im mabuce, mature, or exhausted,
“and thay have little doubt that were the tax plasal oa ths land with reference 63 its quality and
productive power, the resuh would be a reduction on the present demand
" 10. The quesuon then arises tht‘ler ths propsed system pr0m13°s to afford such accurate
d registers, ani such conscquent additional value to land, as would be worth the estimated

plans
cost-ln the interests of the community, and the Bimrl's opinion 15;{}%:& ‘the’results will not be so ¢
rehable as the proposed object requires. ~ * 7y, -~ " :

j 11.4 They consider that the schems is altogethar deficieat 41 the necessary provision for °,
supervxsmn testing, and checking the work of the Khandom Survejorsrand "of the Menons, and for
the idoutification of the fialds with the entries ia the Mahratta a"colnts,_ancL for the classification . =
of the l4nd, and they are disposed to think ghat to provids what. s nese §]a,ry in these respects ;
would add very greatly to the cost. The Goveram3at will xem’enﬁer that in the regular Survey *
and Settlement Departments it was ab onz tim: propisal to enteyst, to the Kurnums the work of .
filling in the mterstxtxa.l folds in the comparatively small survey lankq, md the regult was mosé
unsatisfactory. The Board cannot anticipate mote: tavorable rqsults i the casz of. Malabar

Kuragms (Menons) emplo; ed on the details of far larger areas. . -

. 12. The Board are aware that it has been under consu]eratwn whether ‘the sc:entxﬁc
survey shouid generally b2 carried out in suf'h minutz detail as has hitherto beea required, and
without committing themselves to any opinioa on the subject as refru‘ds field-assesged Districts,
the Boar¥are disposed to think that a scientific survey of Mala¥ar in blocks of considerable slze,
would in the end prove move economical thaa uhat now prupOS"d, asit wou beequal . sex.n ¢

able and infinitely more trqstworthy | )
13, The Board trust that such o survey may be eventually carried out in Malabar and

Canara. e
_ (True Copies and Extract.).2
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