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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
‘ 31st May 1863,

No. 603. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. WALKER,
: R. E., Superintending Engineer, 7 th Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E,,
- Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, dated Coonoor, 10th
May 18065, No. 5:— ) )

SIR, . ‘. ] - ) .
1. In paragraph 21 of Government Order No. 1,143 of 28th April, I am ordered
! to report on the causcs of excess over several ganctioned estimates of the Canara
District. In my report which ehcited the order, I accounted generally for the excesses
on the works below Munjerabad Ghdt by the outbreaks of fever and cholera which
. have interfered with their progress, and disabled the Subordinate Executive staff.
, 1 Lave now the honor to submat revised estimate of the Wokatur bridge on the new

road by Vitla to Hossdroog. °

9. Of the excess of Rupees 2,000 on the sanction of Rupees 3,550, rather more
than onefourth is due to extra work. The rest is due to insufficient rates of the
original estimate. For both I am personally responsible. The site selected by me

1 was one at which bare rock could apparently be relied on for foundation to one
a - _ gbutment and one pier, while the other pier and abutment and all the wing-walls
. would require but shallow foundations. The rock, however, was found to be so far .
i from continuous that all the wing-walls and one picr had to be laid much deeper
. than could be anticipated. ]

3. As to rates it must be remembered that this estimate was drawn up in my
first working season in Canara since 1855-56, scarcely any such work having been
o undertaken 1n the six years’ inte.rval, during which it is well known that the great
y R rise in value of labor and materials commenced. Two years more elapsed before
funds were provided and the work undertaken, during which that rise kept constantly
on the increase. Iiven now the 'rates asked by Mr. Supervisor Fernandez are not
excessive compared with those.p.revallmg, _for instance, at Cannanore in the neigh-
bouring Range to his, at a civilized station where there is a regular demand for
labor ; while the work under note is on a new line of road, where the supply and
carriage of materials have to be provided for as the line is opened; and which is a
b new and unknown field to the limited number of artisansin the district, the demand
for whom is also greatly on the increase in the large towns. ’

4. Under these circumstances I trust the demand now made wil
j excessive. 1 have every reason to belicve that it is not in any wise atltrﬁ)(ﬂ:tglr))llzaez;
defective superintendence. The work will be entered, and funds asked for in the
Statement of Unfinished Works of 1864-65, about to be submitted. It is all but
. completed. -

-

v

} No. 604. ORDER THEREOX, 31st May 18635, No. 1,465. 7 f
TIL WORKS, No. 8. ° 1. In Proceedings No. 655, dated 17th .
\ . CIV St March 1863, the Government sanctioned an es‘d} E

; . mate, amounting to Rupees 3,550, for the construc-
tion of a bridge at Wokatur on the line of road inland from Paﬁimajngalore by Vitla
' to the Hossdioog river m the South Canara District.

9. In the .lettc? gbove recorded ’d.xe Sr ~ intending Engineecr, 7th Division,
represents the insufliciency of this estimate, and reports that a further sum of
Rupees 2,000 is required for the completion of the work.

¥ 3. The causes of this excess are stated to be, first, the insufficiency of the rates
- allowed 1 the §anct10ned estimate, anfl s,econdly, the necessity which is found to
exist for exccuting woirk beyond that orignally contemplated.

' 4. Colonel Walker explains, with refercnce to the first of these causes, that
- when the original estimate was prepared, he had only a short time p evi’ously

rejoined the Iistrict after six years’ absence, and that no woik of the kind having
heen executed in that interval, he did not make allowance for the great rise in rates 1
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i Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depai tment,
: ’ ' 3lst May 1865,

gy,

which had taken place. Further two {ears elapsed between the framing of the
! estimate and commencement of the work, during which timo prices kept going up.

5. As regards the second cause of excess, the Superintending

§ that, in the preparation of the sanctioned estimate, it was anticipated
! be relied upon for the foundatlon_s of one of the abutments and picrs,
! foundations only would be required for

the wing-walls and for the other abutment
+ and pier, but that, on the actual commencement of the wok, the roc
+ to be continuous, and the foundations of all the wi

¢ had to be laid much deeper than was origmally

%
ps

that rock could

contemplated. -
6. The Government sanction the supplemental estinllate, amounting to Rs. 2,000,
- but they consider it the duty of an Engineer, when framin

* the prices at which work can be done, and not to take th
" make himself thoroughly acquainted

with the nature of @he foundations of Lis work,

(True Extract.) -
T , (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R E,
- . -, . ' . Secretary to Governmens,
< T - LR S, - ) '
- - - WJ'
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o the‘ Superintending Engineer, 7th Division
»» Accountant General. e - ’ e
»»  Controller of Public Works Accounts, .-
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