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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16¢h May 1865. :

No. 277. Read the following letter from T. CLARKE, Esq, Member of the
Board of Revenue :— -

Submitt{ng Report of the inspection of |
B W oo of tho Madum Dicirion, (Here enter 15th Novembor 1864

No. 278. OrpER THEREON, 16th May 1865, No. 1,024.
| Separate Revenue, No, 23. 1. In this letter Mr. Clarke reports upon the
| Salt Salt Department of the Madura District.

. . 2. The length of this District along the sea-
board is about 90 miles, and its average breadth is about 100 miles. The population
is estimated at 18,56,406, and the faverage annual sale of salt during ten years has
been 2,95,435 Indian Maunds, so that the consumption of salt in the District is
about 13 1bs. per head. ,

3. The sale of salt is shewn to have fallen off since Fusly 1268 (1858-59), when
the roads leading to the coast were greatly injured by inundations. A portion of
the decrease in later years is ascribed to the opening of the Tanjore Railway. Mr.
Clarke observes that “ as the Great Southern of India Railway is extended, and sal
can be carried from Negapatam by rail to the west, the necessary result of bad or
no communications will be more and more severely felt in the eastern parts of this
District. ’,I‘rade will languish, population will migrate, and the country and revenue
will suffer.” .

4. The Government regret that the roads of this District should have been
allowed to remain in the deplorable condition pointed out by Mr. Clarke. Orders

will be issued from the Public Works Department for making them serviceable for

the ordma:rK traffic of the country so far as the means at the disposal of Government
permit. The desirability of conyerting them into first class roads must form the
subject of after-consideration.

-

5. The reasons given in paragraphs 11to 14 of the Report for reducing the

‘ Avorage amount | Average sals number of salt stations from seven to five
- verage &m 3 .

Stations to be retaned, | stored durng | during ten are (-:onclus1.ve, but the measure cannot be
ten years. years. carried until reasonably good roads are
formed to the other depots. 'When thisis
Maunds Waunds, done the Government will not hesitate

Vattanum . e s 84,191 ] 50 ?
T vanadapatnm +. et 27410 to carry out Mr. Clarke’s p’roposa,l, fs they
Attankarai e e 45,674 %’ggé; observe from the Collector’s letter,* dated

Morecolum .. .. 26,207 y

Mot turopmnaudapetnum. 59,521 " 21st December 1861, No. 1,255, that the
manufactare of salt can be increased to a
Stations to be closed. large extent if necessary at some of the
Solisgoody e oo ool 29, T4O 26,075 stations proposed to be retained. The
Monagoody e« - s 49, 030 40,800 Board will report upon the consequent
reduction which can be made in the esta-

# Board's Proccedings, dated 21st February 1862, Dblishment.
No, 1,255,

6. The Government are pleased with the high_testimony borne by Mr. Clarke
to the labors of Rama Row, the Deputy Collector in the Salt Department of the
District. They have recently promoted him, and expect that he will continue to
gpare no pains to improve the quality of the .salt, and prevent all malpractices. He
will attend carefully to the suggestion made in paragraph 19 of the Report.

7. 'The Board of Revexéue will communicate thfa remarks made in paragraphs
90 to 24 to the Salt Deputy Collectors of other Districts for their information.

8. The Government will now notice such parts of the remarks of Mr. Clarke
on each salt station as require orders.

- o s
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16tk May 1865. )

9. Varranam.—The recent sales at Vattanum ha ifli :
fact that the stores have been closed in order to get Zfdbsg r’:ht; 1215:11? ’r?avgaﬁ%iflo t(}JlIi
hand at the n.eighbourmg abolished stations of Titandadanum and Kiliyanagg"iri.
Mr. Clarke points out, however, that the average home sales at all three stations taken
together do not bear any reasonable proportion to the population of the large villages
in the neighbourhood, and fears that many of these places are supplied with earth-
salt from the Tondiman’s country on which they border. The Board of Revenue
ﬁﬂl bctz x:eque‘sitedt lfl;otclaltll the irtmlzilediate attention of the Collector to this Eart of the
eport, in order that he may take steps to discover i
Lalv?v which may be commit%red in hispDistrict. wver and punish vy breaches of Salt

10. Mr. Clarke recommends for favorable considerat]
manufacturers of Titandadanum and Kiliyanagiri to be aﬁ;;gdt}ég ;1%%111122% (:)If t(})lg
:ccount Ofgl‘.e closing of th“i pans at those places. The Government are notdisposed
o re-open this question, which was considered and dis . )
dated 7th July 1862, No. 1,470, isposed of in the Proceedings,

11. Paragraph 39 will be referred to the Public Works De i
that the Engincer Officers of the District may be requested tosrepo};?:gloinfl’leull)gggf;
Collector’s proposal that & bank should be raised in the Virasuliar, west of the road
No. 8, and thoe stream diverted into a channel which is already in ’existence. '

12. Soriacoony aAxp MaNaGoopy.~—Soliagoody and Manac
stations which are about to be abolished. Thg echss foui\uiz.a ?2“’21?2}171(3&&; ?;ev‘g;
unsatisfactory, and all the more so because it is caused by a peculiarity in the mode
of measurement adopted at the pans. The wastage here is stated to have been very
large, and it is attributed partly to the length of time during which the salt has
been in store, and partly to the fact that salt is measured in the same way when
stored as when sold, QY ’

13. VYRAVANADAPATNAM.—Vyravanadapatnam is much frequented by an
important class of traders, who complain greatly of the want of a road. = The
proposal to make one from Yellayangoody or Nynarkoil to Vyravanadapatnam, as
well as the suggestion that ahigh bank should be raised so as to protect the pans: at
the latter place from river floods, and that a channel should be made to bring salt
water direct from the sea to the pans, will be considered in the Public Works
Department. ‘

14. The store is described as being in good order, and the salt clear and whites
but the quantity on hand is not sufficient to meet the demand. The manufacture

should be increased without delay.

15. Arrasgarar—The arrangement of the pans at Attankarai, described in
aragraph 63, is very creditable to the Department. The want of a road from
amnad should be speedily supplied, and orders on this subject will be issued in the

Public Works Department.

16. The salt in store is shewn to be much larger than necessary, being equiva-
lent to five years® average sales, and it is much deteriorating by age. The wast-
age has also been large. Under these circumstances the manufacture should be

diminished, so as to reduce the store to reasonable limits.

17.  MorecoLum.—Mr, Clarke strongly supports Mr, Levinge’s recommendation
that a road should be made from Morecolum to join the main Road No. 15 at Yettwail.
Og’ders will be issued in the Public Works Department on this subject, as well as
with regard to widening the last mile of the sea channel by which the pans are fed.

18. PauMpen.—Mr. Clarke states that a great quantity of spontaneous salt is
geﬁerated on the island of Paumben occasionally, and suggests that it may be
cRo ecte% and stored for sale there. This proposal is approved, and an outlay of

I‘upees 9 per mensem for the requisite establishment is sanctioned, as a temporary
arrangement, A report on this experiment should be submitted after two years,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
16t May 1865.

.

19. MurTuracooNaDAPATNAM.—Large quantities of spontancous salt are also
generated at Muttooragoonadapatnam, in a swamp which extends for miles, and can-
not be eflectively guarded. This salt is not liked by the people, but they neverthe-
less carry it off clandestinely to such an extent as to affect the home sales consider-
ably. The cost of carrying this spontaneous salt to Mutturagoonadapatnam would
be about Rupees '15-12-0 a Garce, and the Deputy Collector is of opinion that the
best course 1s to destroy it. Mr. Clarke remarks that unless it can bo effectually
destroyed, it would be better to cut a canal to Mutturagoonadapatnam and convey the
salt thither.  Before passing final orders on the subject the Government resolve to
call upon the Engincer Officers of the District, through the Public Works Depart-
ment, for a report on the practicability of this proposal to dam up the fresh water in
the swamp, and shut out the salt water from it at a moderate expenso.

20. At this station as at Attankarai there is a large quantity of old salt in
store. The Collector must give great attention to the regulation of the manufacture
with reference to the average sales. The Government have in their Order, dated
24th December 1863, No. 2,378, paragraph 50, pointed out tho inexpedicney of
storing large quantities of salt. , The largest store should in no case exceed tho
average sales of two years. )

21. The strong recommendation made in paragraph 93 of the Report, for tho
erection of a hiidge over the Goondar, will reccive early attention in the Public
Works Department. .

22. The suggestion made in paragraph 96, for shutting out the sea-water from
the swamp at Nariapoor, should receive Mr. Levinge’s immediate attention, and he
should place himseclf in communication with the Engineering Officers of the Distriet,
with reference to the subject.

(True Extract.) .
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
Acting Secretary to Government.

To T. Clarke, Esq.
,» the Board of Revenue.
,» the Public Works Department,

i

Exd. S. T. Augustin.



e -

R A L A g, SRS & g . P SaslE -
- - o - S l‘

I8

TixneveLLy Districr,

Vypaur,
. 15th November [864.
s From T, CLARKE, Esq., - .
- Member of the Board of Revenue, '
ToJ. D SIM, Esq, T ’

Secretary to Government, R. D ,
¢ SIR, -

I proceed now to submit my report of the inspection of the salt works of the Madura
Distriet.

9, The salt stations of the District, which are now only seven 1n number, are situated in

the Zemimdary of Ramnad; four of these stations lie to the north of Ramnad, the capital of the

Zemindary, one to the east and two to the south. They are all, comparatively speaking, very
small depdts, the sales at the largest averaging less¥han 50,000 Indian Maunds, or about 400

Garce a year. .

“ 3. The sea-board of the District of Maduia runs along a line of about ninety miles, while
the average breadth of the District is one hundred mles. Its population 18 estimated at 18,56,400,
and the average quantity of salt sold for home consumption during an average of ten years, 18
2,95,435 Indian Maunds, making the consumption of salt within the Distriet to be 13 1bs. per
head. : .

. 4. TFour roads known in the District as Nos 13, 14, 15, and 16, connect the sea-board
with the interior. Two of these roads nearly strike the coast at its northern Limit, one at aits
centre, and one at its southern humt. There 1s a large net woik of small cross-country roads,
eonnecting different parts of the Distuiet with these main lines The accompanyng plan shows
the existing salt pans and the means by which they are approached.

5. Line No. I3 commences at Dindigul and goes as far as Caroor, and is connected by

No. 2 with the western extremity of the Distriet at the Ambravatty, The two roads are 113 Y

and 48} miles in length respectively. Nos. 14 and 16 commence at Madura, and No. 15 at
Dindigul, and are 67, 144, and 62 miles respectively.

6. During the administration of Messrs. Blackburn and Parker, these roads, though not \{

4
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properly classed as made roads, were in fair working condition. They were bridged throughout,
and the surface of the road was usually kept in such order by the aid of the villagers, that no '
impediment was experienced in travelling over them at a good average speed with bullocks. .

The heavy gales of 1858 and 1859, during which large parts of the country were inundated,
injured these roads very greatly. Asmay be

From Colleclb)oz of Madurs, dated nth -}:ll;ary l‘fg’-m. 103 Seen by the seveial reports noted in the mar-
Do. do. 8th March 1860, , 49 gin,submitted to the Board of Revenue, many .
L Do do Tth , 186 , Sl of the bridges were destroyed, and the roads )
were breached throughout. From all I can learn, these roads have never since been restored to ]
their former working condition, though their deterioration has very often been made the subject ‘3

of correspondence, and their repair strongly uiged by the Collector. The merchants whom I !

me} complained very bitterly of the heavy additional expense to which they were put in carriage
by the state of these roads.
7. The Collector has, in his letter of the 15th August last, given an account of the state \

10 which he found road No. 13, and what is necessary tc: put it and the other roads and approaches g
to the salt pans in order. I quite concur in the view of the Collector, and believe that if the 1
roads were now made serviceable for the ordinary traffic of the country, a great boon would be !
conferred on the people; in future years the propriety of still further improving them and con-

verting them into first class roads may be considered. Fruitless discussions do not tend to }
" advance the condition of t'l}e people, but only cause delay, and retard xmprovemeﬁts. }
¥ 8. There are many parts of the coast road and approaches which need bridges and embank. :

ments to enable carts to reach the salt depots with facility. These works may prove expensive, but :

v
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18, The salt made in Madura, though not of a superior kind in substance, is remarkable for
its purity and whiteness, and shows that very much pains have been bestowed to bring about so
desirable a result.  The salt in store when Ram Row teok charge of the Department was much
dlscolored.and mixed with mud, It 1s now bright and white. The means adopted by Ram Row
for effecting this improvement are very simple. It requirss only attention and care to secure the
end in view. The 11dges on which the salt 18 put to dry are between two beds. On the other
side the beds 13 a channel, and beyond 1t the path in which the manufacturers stand to carry on
their operations. By adopting this mode of structure the bads are kept free from the earth and
mud which is often found 1n them, having fallen in from the path on erther side of them, and from
the dust which collects on the pathsin dry weather and is blown into the salt. The salt is scraped
up wlile water 18 still standing in the beds. Care 1s taken 1n scraping not to break the crust or
flooring of the beds. The salt is washed in the water or brine, and placed on the ridges which are
cleared of all impurites and sprinkled with a coating of white sand. Parties are not allowed to
walk on these ndges while salt is drying onthem. When the salt is brought into store, the ground
on which 1t is placed is levelled, watered and powdered with clean white sand, and the tools used
in storing are carefully cleaned. .

- 19. The character of the salt might, however, be improved by insisting on the manuficturers
using hothing but brine, and by requiring that larger quantities be introduced into the pans, and
the quantiues daily evaporated replemshed for twenty days.

20. Ram Row has also taken great pains to 1mprove the structure of the beds, and the laying
out of the works. The pans are now all of a umiform size. The lirge mounds of earth which
ntervened between several sets of pans and prevented supervision are being gradually removed,
and the waste space intervening between the several pans 1s also being taken up m the same way
and worked into beds.  The beds are all nambeied, the numbers being 1nseribed or cut out on
boards and affixed to the beds.  The works have all been surrounded by a ditch, low wall and
hedge , all this has been done by the manufacturers at a probable cost of about 700 or 800 Ru-
pees for the whole District. Thus, while in some places we find Deputy Collectors complaining
and raising difticulties against improvements, exaguerating the difficulties and subm:tting ndicu-
lously and preposterously exorbitant estimates of the supposed expenditure involved in their exe-
cation, we find Ram Row has quietly and mexpensively carried out the needed :mprovements
throughout the whole of the stations commtted to lus charge. .

21.  The platforms to0 are surrounded by a hedge, and are kept in excellent order.  The
heaps are all well covered and protected with a good coating of strong clay of the regulated thick-
ness of twelve inches.  Each store-yard and set of pans has a watching tower set up on a raised
platform, from which the Constable on guard has a commanding view of all the works. It is im-
possible salt can be carried away without the connivance of the servants from the Madura works.

22, The Cutcherries which are constructed on a most simple, inexpensive, and admirable

v

style are also 1n good order.

23. Each platform is entered by a strong gate through a natuive gateway., The passage
through the gateway measures about 4} feet in breadth., On each side of the passage two walls of
brick and mud are raised 1n parallel lines about eight feet apart, and the ends of these walls are
closed with a wall containing a window. The flooring of these enclosed spaces are raised about
three feet above the level of the passage. The whole of the gateway 18 roofed in. The raised
enclosed places serve admirably the one for the guard and the custody of the mercals, &e, and the
other for the Cutcherry and cash chest. In the front and rear of these enclused spaces are pials The
whole building costs only from 100 Rupees to 150 Rupees, and answers admirably for aCutcherry,
a guard, and store-room. It is easily guarded, 18 ight and airy, and is appoved of by the Police

«officers,

24, The hedge or defence is carried on from the end of the building round the platform and
the rest of the works. A plan of the gateway and watching tower is enclosed. These structures
might be more generally adopted in other Districts with advantage, o
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96. I will now proceed to submit the remarks which seem to me called for in regard to each

of the seven salt stations which I visited. -
- 27. The most northern station 1s Vuttanum which 18 situated at about six miles south of the

Zorder station of Arasanagherry 1 the Tanjore District, and two miles south of the spot where
e road fiom Dindigul vid Nattam and Cottumputty 8 nkes the coast road. p

1 28. Several broad and deep streams separate Vuttanam from Arasan
arge rich and populous towns 1n the interior of the District of Madura are connected with 1t by

- .

agherry, while many

road No. 13,

29, The quantity of salt in store at Vuttanum when I visited the place, amounted to 62,400
Indian Maunds, being three heaps of Fash 1271, fitteen heaps of Fasli 1272, and thurty four heaps
of Fash 1273 . g - ’ ’

30. The sales during the last year have been very trifling, am
Maunds, of which 2,160 Indian Maunds were for home consumption,

mland consumiption. ‘
31. The smallness of these sales was owing to the stores being closed to get nd of the salt

remaining on hand at the neighbour:ng abolished stations of Titandadanum and Kaliyanagiri, at
which places 27,396 Indian Maunds were sold, being 19,721 Indian Maunds for home consump-

tion, and 7,675 Indran Maunds for inland consumption.
32, The inland sales bave fallen off at these” places,
District, and this declension dates from the year the roads were injured. .
33. The average home sales of the two closed stations and Vuitanum amou
Indian Maonds, or 29,753,229 lbs which, at 18 Ibs a head, would only supply 2 popul
1,65,179, which js much below the population of the large villages 1n
as Hanamantagoody, Mangalagoody, T'hevacottai, Caragoody, Coonagoody,
gampadarai, and allows of none being carried peyond. I fear therefore that many of £
are supplied with earth salt from the Tondiman’s country on which they border .
34, The salt a} Vuttagum is small grained, put whate and good looking. The pans are

dug to a great depth, and the so1l dug out has been thrown 11 high mounds round them. The
Deputy Collector is doing what he can to remo

ounting only to 2,377 Indwan -
and 217 Indian Baunds for

»

as they have ab the other stores of the

nted to 36,133
ation of

Tripatur, and Sin-
hese places

ve these mounds, but 1t must be a work of time
The works are well surrounded by a fence, and the platforms are both

to clear away the whole.
well kept. ~ .

85. The servants are well spoken of by the Deputy Collector.

36. T was unable to examine any of the beaps at Vuttapum owing to the s
weather and heavy rsins. ‘ ’ .

31. While haltmgvat Vuttanum the manufacturers of Txta:ndadanum and Kullianagherry
represented that, owing to the storma of 1858 and 1859, they had been put to great e:tq;ense 11:1
making new pans to enable them to meet the demands made on them by ’1he Goverpmen ; ‘;1' =3 , s
that public money had been advatced to them t0 make their pans and that they ba :r by
finished them before they were closed, and they prayed that the hardship of theit casé mlllg ',h ;
taken into COnsideratlon. and some compensation_ be made to them for the great lossesLhey 1A

+ Bustained, .

38. Considering the heavy losses which these med were subjected to by ;he s;;;rin;;,e :: se::;l tl:)y
the accompanying extract from Mr. McGregor's reporh and the exl;’)ense t tegate ! wmc{: thes;
10 repair their pans, estimated,at 8,756 Rupees and the very early ’“‘ ;eqt:?n O Govornment for
Pans were closed, I would recommend their ¢ to the favorable const eration

ase
S0me compensation. " - .
: are at Vuttspur the Deputy Collector
39" As it may be necessary t manufact s

Lie road No. 8 and the stream
bas sugpested that a bank be raised in the Virasohar, west of t ) e
8 at a as already been formed and :lsed. By. this means pot only w1

diverted into a channel which b
, I . N

s

tormy state of the

o mcrease the

the nelghbonrhood, such ~

5\
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ground be pal .
= destruci;;:ed ;0]11' ext'endmg the pans, but the existing pans will ba prot

Deputy Collecior suggests t b been tred by the villagars, but not wufhoseatls ofern

i e uggests th'\:t the Public Works Department sl 1fficiently effectively, The

easible, submit an estimate and plan for carrying it out 1uld examine and rep rt on 1t

o . ¢

tatl'ln 0 S(’ a 0
- 1 gO d y .

41. Sohagoody is four m ¥
iles south of Tond
6 Ton Ton y where the road N m
5 Ton t{)’;sexa;)p:l of;o-me consideration in this Distrier, though a(;:relt 1 ::ts the coast road No
orts and imports together only amount , . 8 pett
to Rupees 1,66 pettyone  The
»66,558 a year.

42, The sales at this pl
§ place have greatly fluctuated .
gradually iner . . during the ! .
of Kadoo);iai t]i:;ejverel;he la; ; y?,ar.lowmg to the necessity for senmgastthten ?tedrs’ but they have
s ess than in the preceding ye o e salt at the cl
during the.Fdsli we have just entered on, § yeur, buk at is bolteved they will grea;ie?n:' ase
ledse

Fash 1272
L] LR LX) .e . or 4
1273 O "
- Tl e 43. When I visited the store there
were

- forty-two he
43 aps on the pl
44 The salt is : the margin, platform as detailed 1n
great depth and manufactured from water drawn from the sea. T}
are separated from each other by intervals of gl'Ound. 1e beds are dug out to a
more or less exte
nsive,

. 45. I examined a hea
p of salt at th i
of the regalated quantity. 18 gtation, and found it to contain 167 Mercaly
Mercals 1n excess

46. The salt, I found
. , Was measured into st 3
twist and jerk to the M b o sold dn th
ercal. T prevented th s being doue, and the :x::: . lehby " Partioular
8 Was the consequen
ce.

47, There is lar
ge wastage shown in th
o Thore § ‘ e accounts of this" is i
that 1t is solg :’Vi?;i;t;o:-a ge of Faslis 1271 and 1272, and 1ts hav{zariye o ls aitributed to tho
e e vttty Srgu :;cess. Formerly salt was stored w1fh :E: oy on the samo vy
the moreal o wvariably sir . Ram Row has laboured hard to check f wped mercal, but now
g extent, 1 found all the arrangements made ;;“ds: i beliove Le
de 1n this stos

tection of salt to b ici
0 be good and sufficient. e for the pro.

48, At two mile a
s south of Sohagoody and three miles north of Man d ‘
y goody, is the closed

store of Kadookai.

49. Kadookai was an
. out-station of M:
inconveniently situat Managoody. Manago
. broad swa n)]’p ;ezcll&es ltt 18 abclmt two mules from the road, andgc:j{n?]ppli:rs to e to be very
. o reach 1t fiom the interior y be reached b
ﬂun?rldged streams have to be crossed. Ma.uaavor:)(;3 rior, ewther from the north ¥ crossing
miles from Vyravanathapatnam, goody 18 only five miles from Sol

or SOuth, large
1agoody and six

50. The average an
g nual sales at the M 0
Lo ] ; anagoody stati
both hom tz?sd 1ln1and sales have been gradually falling og'n a;e Only'41»089 ndian Meunds
mez oo place, and found 1t to contain 167 merecals i. exam}ned 2 bon ’
g e manner 1 which salt is received mto store by trllls x;eslf o bon prese
shake of the mer

p of this year's
ribed quantity,
cal, ?

51. i .
The station and store I found in good order; the salt clean, but
52. Th c , but small grai
o wastag? here too is Jarge. It 1s attributed to the a e of th ot
3 e salt sold.

53. There i

old ot 36 o:;i'i lstno. doubt that as the salt dries and hardens and cak .

Collector z;lqo tolgd 0 its Pmt.racted exposure, subject to loss from storm es, 1t diminishes in bulk,

been dlfﬁcu‘lb t ;:: ° that since the manufacturers haie been payd f s and floods.  The Deputy

hat the numbeo Of ‘;tu:t their assistance to make the ordmary repa::sc:ve;,mg the heaps, 1t has

. r of Vettyans allowed i i o the mud ecag

jmmediately., ;) wed is 1nsufficient o enable them to make the necesse:: o ond
) Y repairs
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8 1
9 ¥
10/¥
11 §
12

13
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- ::Ouib(;uot two mules south. of Managoody is the cloded station of Qogandangoody, and two
only 43,660 ;J ) Ogainda;ngoody, is Oopoor, also closed.. At both these places the sales averaged
COnsum, " n 1;m Maunds a year, of which 30,777 Indian Maunds or 70} per cent were for home
cinble I:S n, and only 12,883 Indian Maunds for mland consumption. I do not think any appre-
thes] 8, except perhaps to the manuracturers and owners of the pans, has been occasioned by
closing of these stations. Qopoor is only two miles from Vyravanadapatnam, whife Oogan-

d‘ ® .
angudy is only two mules from Managoody, and the whole distance between Managoody and
purchaser has only to travel a further

:iravanadapatnam 1s only six miles, so that the home
L;s ance of three-and-a-half miles to get hus salt, while the inland trader from the north must pass
anagoody and Sohagoody to get to Oogandangoody, and those from the south must pass

Vyravanadapatnam to get to Oopoor.

55. Two miles south of Oopoor and of Managoody is the station of Vyravanathapatnam

lled the mam road, the only indication

Ths store 18 much frequented by Ma-
tta, and return with gruff
Tney complined greatly
e store. Perhaps a
dapatnam. Such a
om streams than

o wh561. .‘This station 1§ situated not far from what s ¢
i 1ch s a few bandy tracks m sand and through mire
omedan traders from Yellayangoody, who carry salt first to Oodamalaco
5?(:;13 from the west They are enterprizing and hard-woiking people.
mad“';n‘:‘:"t of a road, and stated they had to travel through fields to reach th
road e it be made for them from Yellayangoody ot Nynarkoil to Vyravana
ad would connect many larze towns with his sto-e through a country freer fr

the more northern parts of the Distiict.
white. The Deputy Collector is

57. The sto-e was in good order, and the salt clear and
ré being lard out in good order

extending the manufacture at this place, ond the new pns which &
d stations at Oopoor and Oogandangoody.

are g
given to the manufacturers of the close

58. The sales here have varied very much, and this year,

rid of the silt at the closed stores, have dechined very greatly.

en I visited it, was 43,914 Ind

ps of Fashi 1272 and twenty
the guantity of salt 1n store*

p 1g of the neighbouring

owing to the necessity of getting
a0 Maunds, or 37}

fve heaps of Faslt

59. The salt in store at this station wh
will

;l.efps. being five heaps of Fashi 1271, eight hea
273. As theaverage sales araount to 27,410 Indian Maunds,

hardl_y be sufficient to meet the increased demand consequent oD
stores, unless it be largely added to next year:

60. The pans at this station skart the banks of 8 Tiver ¥

Collector requests that a high bank may be ral-ed near the pans. )
defence from the floods, and the suggestion of the Deputy Collector 18 worthy of consideration, as

the only means of keeping out the fresh water. It is also necessary that a channel shouldl;)e
made to the se) to bring salt-water to the pins which are now chiefly fed from tanks or wells,

which afford but a scanty supply of salt-water. .
Tnis store is ab

the closu

hich is o‘ten fooded. The Deputy
The pans need some kind of

out six miles east of Ramnad, and twenty

61. The next station is Attankarai.

miles soath of Vyravapathapatnam.
62. There is nothing that can be called & road from Ramnad to this station. Considering
he chief town of the large Zemndary of Ramnad, and
proachable. At present

:‘t’himporta.nce, close to, and sapplying !
er large towns, I think something ghould be do

1t is imbedded in sand, and 1s very dufficult to be got 8t

i 1 space.
63. The pans here are admirably e whole ison 8 level sp

gl s Good broad paths separate one set of pans
esta bocks oL g : d the whole manufacture. The beds

Tae water is drawn from

ne to make it more ap

There are only

1a:d out. Th

he sets of pan
and supennten

:rrom ;mother and render 1t easy to walk 0v€Ts e
e of one uniform size, 22 feet by 11. There are DO evaporating . :
wells, and is baled into the beds to the depth of four \nches, and kept there for eight days. The
8alt is white and clean, but very small grained:
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64, The sales at this place average 28,514 Indian Maunds, of which about two-thirds sre
for home and one-third for inland consumption. *

65 The quantity of salt in store at this place was far too much. Tt amounted to 1,47,708
Tndian Maunds, or 124 heaps. This 18 equal to about five years’ average sales, and even ’exc,eeds
by threestimes the largest quantity sold in one year.

€6 Thesalt1s of four years' storage, and is very much deteriorating byage, Iexamined
one heap of new salt and one of old. I found the contents of the heaps as shown below .—

Station, - Year of sturage. Results of exammation,
. Fuslv.
Attankarar . . vee  ase o 1273 Glaz)rce. M;ercals.
1271 9 138

67. The salt not being good is of course hiable to be more . ’
atmogphere than better made salt. 1 found the heaps though we?rsc:l}:'ea;f;c::}?esyl ::e ::]ate of the
corroded by rain. The age of the salt and 1ts being injured by rain, account for tf;evlv el
of wastage observable in the sales during the last two years. The salt befure Ram R a:ge s
of the Department, 1n 1861, was usually stored by heaped measures, in order to prev::: i‘:l:t(:;rge

68. Ram Row is doing all in his power, by active and v1

gilant supe
fraud and culpable wastage He 18 coutinually moving about, and glve}; ;::;t‘:,lde"ce' to prevent
heartily to his wor k. . me and attention

69. At about eight miles south of Ramnad, and twelve m les south o

works of Moreeulam, f Attankara: lie the

70. The pans here as at Attankarai are well lai , N
aid out, The wat
from wells. These works are extending very much, and it 1s a que:tiz:l B‘:ﬁplg o cluelly dran
necessary, 1f further extension is desirable, to add a second platform to th ST 1 may mot be
em,

*71. This place is near the large and amportant sea~port town of Kelakar
a1,

supplies. which 1t largely

72. Morecolom too is very diffcult of access,

There aje
rounded by tanks and swamps. mo. roads to 1t, snd 1 is sur-

1Y

73. Mr. Levinge has recommended that this station should be

15 at Yettwail, and most strongly do I support this proposal Joned to the main road No.

74 T was unable to examine any of the heaps at this station : first, {
ther ; it commenced to rain very early in the day, and cominued’ull ] ’t ;
state of my health. I however visited the store and the pans and th -

om the state of the wea-

; and secondly, from the
. . @ neighb
75. It is necessary in order that sales should be made without obstrucrzl n(’ml(r;g; :ﬂlages.

o1, and that the manu-

facture be increased, that the last mile of the channel from
) : t .
should be widened. . he sea by which the pans are fed,

76. I visited the island of Paumben and the large st swampg ¢},
quantities of spontaneous salt are generated here occasionally B3 there.

77. The swamp is generally found marked in any map of the island
the bar on the south-western side of the 1slal.nd,I and falls into g hollow E‘n .
of the southerly winds. Tl‘le’salt 1s generated m July ang Avgust asin
be gathered in a season. Heavy rain and a wek season in May andMJ‘
tion of the salr. . T e

78, This salt is not very much hiked. ~As a Tanjore, 1t is found i1
poses. I think, however, it might be collected and stored op the 1sl l
tion of 5,437 souls, and sold there. tsland

"I learnt that great

The sea breaks over
during the prevalence
E:rom 70 £0120 garce may
e interfere with the forma-

-suited for culinary pur-
where there is a popula.

T (| ] s
® .
equnN } | — o/ e W 9 o e g = T}T—zﬁ*—r"’—-“/’*‘
- - \ “»\

e . o e o =,

B S —

v T e e e e ——— e

P

[

e r——

e e o e

T g A ' ‘ ‘ N
.

‘ 79 The people of

it for themselves than to purchase it from a Government store.

80. With the aid of an Assistant on 15
of the Magistrate upon it, and a small guard, I
experiment answers, it mght be continued ; if not, 1t m

Rupees, nd an addition of 20 Rupees to the salary
‘think this 8.1t might be collected and sold. If the
ight be abandoned after a fawr trial,

n of Valenokam, situated close to

8. At twelve miles west of Morecolum is the closed statio
and the home sales were fulling

the sea. The inland sales at this depdt had eeased for three years,

off. The average annual sales were 27,217 Indian Maunds.

82. At twelve mules west of Valenokam is the station of Muttureganadapatnam.

83. The pans of this station are in the end of a gre
spontaneous salt are generated. The commencement of

Valenokem, Large bodies of fresh water are during the monsoon p1
. ge bodies of fres
which ig tidal, and during the spring tides and high southerly winds the sea-water 18 diiven upin

the hollows of the bed of the stream  Sals is formed fn_large quenuties It 1s velg' dlﬁzculfr E:
guard the swamp effectively, for 1t extends for miles, and salt 18 very largely produced 1n k.

i but the store was
salt i e of the mner ridges of the swamp,
e L ot o s The salt too was not liked by the people, The

badly selected, and was very difficult of access.

carriage of the salt to Muttlf:eganadapatnam would cost about Rupees 15-12-0 &galrlce;alt e
81, The Deputy Collector 1s of opimion  that ! h? host A ltsht(t’ ((Jife:!:}:r)x’l;n:fa.cbu’red salt

expense of collecting, carrying, storing and guardng it 18 O™ o 1d be better to collect it

umder these beads ; but unless the sult 27 bo efectuall doszeres ;lt WO: to be carried off by the

and convey 1t by a canal to be cut to Mumn-eganadapat? am, than 0% lth: fresh water, and shut

people of the neighbourhood. It might be found pracncable to dam up 1of de;llng with

out the salt at a moderate expense , if 80, this probably wo

the swamp, and converting 1t into 8 frwitfu] plaite

85 Theaverage sales at Muttureganadapatng
8ales being six times as large as the inland sales.
the two last years were almost nothing.

86. The home sales of this place bave yaried very mu In
by the quantities of sponmneOus‘salt obtained from the swamp-. nde
the closed stores the sales at Muttaranganadapuram were Suspe o ox
Fash 1272, They are now recoveriog very Jargely, and promise
Maunds a year.

87. Twenty and thirty bandies were frequentin
tales averaged 850 Indian Maunds 3 day.

83. If the swamps are carefully guar
sales will increase at Mutturenaganadapatna ’

89. The pans here have been laid out with gl‘;ﬁ’::?‘7
age wag well made, and the heaps admirably covere .

90. There was much wastage get down in the accoums&] .
the salt sold had been long in store, and bad guffered from

o \ o1. I foundavery
at this station ; BO less

tLo stream which forms the swamp 13 a®
ecipitated into this stream,

uld be the best metho

g Indian Maunds a year, the home

42,31 :
The lsts fallen off very largely, and in

The latter have

ch, and 218, I fear, very much affected
order to,dispose of the salt at
4 during the greater part of
ceed above a lac of Indian

g the stores each day I was there, and the

I doubt not the

m very lafng' Or=
reguldrlty .

hen Isaw them.

nd the expla
I beleve t

The salt was good. The st

pation afforded was that
his to be the true

great deal of salt in store
than 1,48,126 Indian
Much of this was old

2 of Fash 1270 . heaps. .
e o awnds of 2; fthe Leops will be found 12
63 do. o . 1t The dates .
— salt. ;
124 the margio. . K , :.:
; Voot
e e T
ﬂmM K

Ramasweram have been in the habit of colleciing and using this salt, and
to them at least 1t would not be distasteful, though it might be mre agreeable to them to colleet

¢ o e
at salt swamp, where large quantities of
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92. TItis not desira
vy aroatly, ol fs o mli?l bll)lat hsa,lt should be kept in store for .
e venes of the y the people. The salt I saw w. many years ; it deteriorat
Tho Depaty Cullocter sh e ;gcreased sales the old salt will all ‘nas of good colour. T doube o
e ey i ould take care in framing his fut ¢ sodoffm the pres .
suffice for one year and a half e dittams, that no lhoent it
) re salt 18

93 The stores ca
n onl
abridge 1s greatly needed ’ .';}:) ) approac.;hed fiom the south by passi )
is an impassable barrier . 1 ]sls;r?n»l isvery rapid and deep aEdSSI? g the river Goondar wh
a bridge over this 1i . T would strongly recommend th » and when 1n flood and unbri ere
river. 'Thi . at no i . nd unbrid
the pans of Mukayur and 'i‘;il:flas‘lre ]:s the mote urgent and ‘;“::: r time be lost in e pc{t;lendg’
udy to the west of the Go Ssary sine
ondar, e the closing of
o

94. The closed
pans of Muk
of Muttureganadapatnam ukayar and Tarakud: are succesaively six and f
. and fourteen m
1les west

95 The combined
les at th i '
doubt not, be tr ed sa ese stations were 77
ansferred to Muttureg: 334 Indian M
ganadapatnam aunds. Theses
' ales will, X

96 Thereisa .
by the flooding swamp at Nariapoor which requi
of i quired to b
Collosbor shol:fd antche :lf]al streams of the Goondar and Vembe ca}efully guarded. Tt is £
ertain whether means cannot be adopted far 1nht0 low swampy grou dormed
or s uttlng out ud. The
the sea

the erection of a bank.
-water by

97. 1 examined
the
Juity and care accounts of some of the stations and found th
em kept with
greﬂ,t regu.

98. The manuf.

acture i .
and 21 Rupees for meas rs are in this Distiict paud 23 Rupe
for1epaining and k uring each heap into store  The 1pees for each heap cove
A eefmg the heaps n order. Th %Goy also receive 1 Ru red by them,

' eral stores to Ramnad vernment al
, at the public e also no
xpense.

Wpee a'year per heap
cariles the money

99. [ have beenm
" uch pleased with tl
1es, and the efficiency with which he perf(])fuf:a;ll’ e attention paid by B
o, ¥y Ram Row ¢
o hs

100 I bave to
express to him
readiness wit my thaoks f H
bed o n; qhtwlnch all the information I needed‘):v his attention duria
astered the details of his office, and h 1(1“15; fll.l‘n;shed me,
s ‘ 1S 1niormation

g the tour
ho » and for the
101. Thaveal showing me that R
s0 to acknowledge with thanks the attenti ready at hand. am Row
nuvion paid b

wauts, and th i
e readiness with which all my appl y th
pplications for imformatio e Collector to al] my

- I have the honor tonbvt:,e o
Your mostS:-l’)
edient servant
(Signed) T. CLA’RKE
Member, Board of I’ievenue
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' APPENDIX. ¥
From A. MACGREGOR, Exq.s Assistant Collector, to A HATHAWAY, Esq, Acting Collector
of Madura, dated Ramnad, 11th June 1853 °
19th, I have the honor to in‘orm you that I have visited all

1. Inreply to yourletter of May
tl(xe pans which wete reported a8 having suffered sever

. 2. The Amuldar requests sanct off from the accounts

1 can fully sapport his application. tual

have been entirely washed away; tweive contain h, and one €0
Mercals 233.

3. This loss is divided between the pans of Kalianagiry and Ogundangoo

d on the lower platform,

plfce the salt washed away (G. 83
being entirely occupied.
4. The flood at this place was exceedingly

the time of my visit the people were all living 1 ¢

The water rose here suddenly ia the might, and the boo
deal of his own proper

were destroy ed, together with 2 great
with difficulty fier a boat had been obtamed: From the post
it must have been carried off by the water in a very ghort time.

5. The remainder of the loss occurred at Ogundangoody where Din
These also were on the lower platform and stood in two rows. This enormous 108338 due to the fact
that the flood was augmented at this powt by the bursting of the Rasingamangalum tank,
situated about six miles to the west. The waters entirely gurrounded the platforms, and cutung
the lower one1n two, carried off the rows of heaps 83 described.
n made to ich appr(;aches it for about a mile at right

6. A new road has bee this salt pan ¥b
h low grounds ich 1t is considerably raised.

angles to the dramage throug above the
The Ryots attribute the disaster to this, and with a good dea k, as the road which
may be described as & long bank or bund perforated by only oneé bridg have conducted 8

which woald its way straight to

large stream of water on to the platfol‘ms, otherwise have found
the sea. - .

7. In addition to the above-me
destroyed ether from standing some

8. With regard to these the Salt Amulda
loss at Garce 29, Mercals 418,but suggested that the am

ely from the Jate floods.

Garce 125, Mercals 233,and )
not estimated, as 13 heaps
ptaming Garce 5,

1on to write
The amount thus lost is ac
1ng 10 garce eac

dy. Atthe former
M 233) was heape the raiged platforn

the whole village being destroyed, and at
fortunately is a large one.
ts 10 the Chowkidar’s house

1t pan was only reached

ty. Thesa
tion in which the salt was heapeds

severe,
he choultry, which
ks and accoun

o heaps were swept away.

es heaps had beed partially

h washed by raine
te in which he fixed the
wntten off till accurately

»

Joss, in geveral cas

o1 from being muc
rough estima
ould not be

ationed actual
time in water,

r had made &
ount sh

¢ measured of restored to their onigwal

ascertained, at the time of sale.
9. The heaps I have according 0 circumstances eithe :
d subjoina detailed statement showing the result.
onsiderably less than the

dimensions by adding salt, an
hich 18 €

10, Ifind by this a deficiency ©
Amuldar’s estimate

11. At the most northern
the heaps have guffered more or

12, 1t is customary
ey ha
their not having

£ Garce 24 Mercals 37, w
¢ thatall

the Chowkeedar and Ryots Tepor

Jadanumd,

pan Titan
cly from rain.

]ess sever :
s to pay the loss arising from this
exemption o7 the presen

ating of clay

d the beaps first with & €0
and found gcarcely any

gelves, and 1t

cause them
as the loss is

t occasion,

appears to me that th

principally owing to
’ only & mile off,

13. 1 ancovered five heaps in the nelghbouring pan
by the rain.

damage had been done
14. The heap; in all the pans are of coursé
ly covered at firsts and

equall} subject to the action of rain from above,
carefully attended t0 dwiing the rain, there needs

and if the heaps 7€ proper
considerable loss

as I have showDs be no
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13. It must also be taken into consideratio i
we should remove the check which is otherwise j

o
0]
1]
=
&
Cad
[
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77
é

16. I did not attempt to measure these heaps, as these,
postponed for some weeks the examination of the other papg S8 Upvards o
. 17. With regard to the sub-divisions Odja N
v Kurrays must 1n any case be now ineurred, a
: : without expense the transfer, which would !
i outlay in compensation money. - ailed on Government
£

f thirty it would have

4

‘ . N
.. supersede in those cases in which they are
1 i

o) facturing purposes,
bt
t
b

' extent as will prevent the manufacture from be
" recommended will be necessary i but few ¢

" 20. With regard to the amount of T

uccav 3
e necessary data, but he has not yet furnished thei Tequired, I haye applied to the Amuldar §
" i %1, On lus doing so, I wil] inform ' ar for the

i
" | 22, The Salt Amuldar's Urzee ree

ed
ing carried);n ti?gve been iled with sand to such an
a8t 8, year, 8o that ghe advance before

you of the gy, requireq
€1ved with the letter y :

l nder reply ; i
f" ‘; . o P'y 18 herewiihy returned,
}
3 S
; ( igned) V, g LEVINGE,
: & (Troe Copyy Collector,
'f 4
“ s (i;gned) T. CLARKE
i ember, Bogyg of Rev,enue.
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