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: , 181 May 1889, No. 1331 W., PusLic Works,

-

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
L]

PUBLIC. WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads. ‘ o
Civil Works. :

REap—the foliowing paper —

From Major D, McNEIL CAMPBELL, R.E,, Superintending Engineer, T Circle,

to the Chief Engincer, Public Works Department, dated Dowlaishweram,
27th April 1889, No. 224 G.D. -

I have the honor to report that, having been informed that the Division office
building at Chettipet in the Western Delta was in a dangerous state, I inspected it on
the 12th instant and found it very much cracked, so much so that I ordered one room
wiich T think in danger of collapsing to be at once vacated and I consider the whole

building to be unsafe, and I recommend that it be pulled down, the materials being -

used in the construction of another office s it is too much eracked for buttressing or
tying to be of any use, ‘

2. I enclose a tracing and copy of a Jetter from the Assistant Engineer in charge
of the division givirg details of the cracks. The office was constructed in the year
1877 at a cost of Rs. 11,882, and for many years showed no signs of cracking ; in fact
it wes not ill after the floods of 1886-87, when the compouhg was under water for
several days, that any serious settlement took place, and it s only in the last few
months that the cracks have been getting rapidly worse. The soil on which the
building stands is extremely bad and‘T measured some cracks in the vicinity nearly
(' deep, and I think the failure is due to the greund cracking after being thoroughly
saturated by the floods, . : D -

3. T thought that perhaps the drain (shown in. tracing) at the back of the
building and which is in rather a peccliar position might have had something to do
with the failure, but I examined it and found it in good order. .

4. If another officé is to be built with the materials of the present on-e, it will be

nelessary to find accommodation for the office establishment during its construetion,”

and the only suggestion 1 can make is that the Executive Engineer’s house at
Dowlaishweram be temporarily used as an office, and if the three months’ leave applied
for by the Executive Engineer, Pastern Delta division, be granted, this can be done

" without inronvenience.

Note by the Acting Chisf En;qz'neer Jor Irrigation.

I am surprised that the building which has stood well for upwards of 12 years
should have suddenly come to such grief. There cannot be any doubt whatever that
it is entirely due to movement of the ground, due prolably to its having been flooded,

2. The Superintending Engineer should have described the foundations or shown

them on the tracing; they are easily ascertainable from the existing plan of the work
a3 built and other reecrds. . : : .

3. The work was good and was carried out when a competent and most careful

officer, Lieutenant (now Major) Dorward, was in charge of the division.

»

/

. A £
7

PR N T Ay

enl aadiv i v e asndBE

PR




e ndh e e e e g

e ™

2 18mm Mar 1889, No. 1331 W., Prriio Wonks. \ .

e o~

- o~ -

4. The old cracks in tho verardzh pillars (on the catside of thom) undoubtedly
arose from the drag inwards of the top of the pillars wheu the veranduh rafters
sagged slightly a3 they had been notched to tho bressummers too rigidly ; those
crocks had nothing to do with the present stato of affairs. I see nothing for it but
to pull down the building and erect another on the same general plan, so that roof
timbers, doors, windows and other woodwork and fittings (the most expensive part
of the building) may be wsed again, and of course the tiles and many of the bricks will
be fit to use again.

5. Tn rcbuilding T would keep further eway from the weir channel end frem
the canal. : : :

6. T should think that the ofiice might, during construction of the new building,,
be accommodated in the Chettipet rest-house and a temporary shed with perhaps
the assistance of the large office tent gemcrally lying idle at the Superintending
Engineer’s office.  * - ‘ ,

- ‘ (Signed)  G.T. WALCIH,
11th May 1889. ‘ Ag. Chief Engincer for Irrigation.

_ Ororr—dated 18th May 1889, No. 1331 W, Public Works.

The Superintending Engineer, 1 Circfe, will prepare an estimate for a new
building with reference to the remarks of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation. The
office can, in the meanwhile, be accommodated as suggested by Mr. Walch.

. (True Extract.)
. v Captain} R.E,
Under-Secy. to Govt,, P.W.D.
. To the Superintending Engineer, 1 Circle. , ' .
,»  Chief Engineer for Irrigation. . - .

Exd. J. Henricus.
~ Bpare Copies
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