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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

25th January 1865/
| No. 251

Department :—~
Observing that the stibject of the. letter of the}

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Judicial
Collector of Malabar, regarding the imposition |

of a tax on all houses for forming .and keep- %
ing up communications in that Province will |

be considered in the Legislative Department. j
No. 252.

t

(Here enter 10th January 1863, No. 43.)

~

ORDER THEREON, 23th January 1863, No. 121.
Miscellaneous. ‘

Communicated to the Board of Reverue, with reference to
their Proceedings of 19th September 1864, No. 6,161,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

Under Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue, with Proceedings Judicial Depa

rtment, No. 43. o
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
10th January 1865.

No. 70. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th
September 1864, No. 6164 :—

Read letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq, Collector of Malalar, to W. HUD-
LESTON, Esq., Sccrctary to the Doard of Revenue; dated Calicut, 2nd
July 1864, No. 160. i

1. About a year ago, when replying to the reference regarding Section 6,
Act I of 1858, I had the honor of express-

ing my opinion that little towards form-
ing and keeping up the communications of this Province could be effccted by
» and of observing that District funds must be raised. I suggested
that this should be done by the imposi-
tion of a moderate, graduated, housp-tax,
assessed on all save the houses of the very poor. I have not heen favored with any
orders on the subject sinc?, but I have given it some attention.

9. That for the ordinary advanccment of this District, much improved com-
undeniable as that these cannot be had without

Vide Collector to Board, 4th August 1863, No. 163.

~ ¢ yillage labour,

vide Collector to Board, paragraph 16 to end,

munications are required is as
money.

Government has declared that imperial funds will not be granted for District
roads, and indeed the requircments of the imperial lines, in their present very
imperfect condition, are likely fully to absorb all the funds that even liberal impe-
rial grants will provide.

It becomes, therefore, the imperative duty of those entrusted with the adminis-
tion of the District to devise for the provision of means for works, on which its pro-

gress SO materially*hinges.

We have an aggregate of about 1100 miles of District road that requires open-
ing. A small portion of this isin tolerable order, but by far the largest portion may
be said to require construction ; and all, more or less, wants the requisite tunnels
and bridges, now very partially and at intervals only constructed, completed through-
out. .

3. We shall be forming a very moderate estimate of our requirements, if we

. assume that Rupees 100, per mile, per annum, is wanted on these comniunications for
the present, and, when by a judicious expenditure the roads included in this dis-
tance have been brought into fair order, the cost of tho efficient up-kecp and

gradual extension will require a centinuance of the supply.

Adding then occasional works, charges for superintendence, &e., we require

about one lakh and twenty-five thousand Rupees per annum.

5. The returns from ferries, &c., may be taken at about Rupees™ 55,000

‘annually. '
We have to pm;vide about Rupees 75,000.

: I beg respectfully, therefore, to urge on the Board’s attertion the remarks made
in my letter above quoted on the subject of a house-tax, or, as I would now propose
it, a houge and shop tax.

6. 1beg further to submita Memorandum going more into detail, with a sketch
of provisions for an Act, and a possible schedule of rates.
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'Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
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4. -1f IWe admit as a general principle’(instead of “as quite an exceptional case), that the
n:eans of occupants of houses, or the returns of trade ins

hops, &e., are to considered i
the rate of cess, we may collect  little more money, and theoreti

system ; but, per contra, we lose as it were our land mark, we dr
wide door for corrupt influence and evasions,

n fixing
cally may have a more verfect

ifi into uncertainty,

and opena
we lose in fact far more than we gain,

5. Taking the simple value of a hous

laid down and generally published, there is 1
for exaction on the other.

6. The rates I have
to about 5

e ora shop alone as our sta
ittle room for ev
There is great facility for checki

proposed would range from und
per cent. in the higher classes,

the assessed Bubjects represent,
they are far from representing suc

ndard, with plain rules
asion of the tax on the one hangd, or
ng attempts at either,

er3 per cent. in the low

er classes,
f the annual incomes of th

€ payers ag
for of course

er's income,
7. The iinposition of a hous

e and shop: tax in no Way runs counter to an
dice, except the universal one of anti

and after conversation
ict, When I say it woulgd

be more palatable than
When it is known that

they are bencfiting it, the ¢
beyond the aversion which

8. IendasIbe

- X o
its proceeds are scrapulously devoted t,
X must commend itgelf to all

o the District, and fely ghy
any taxation tends to excite,

» 881t now does o many, who can look

gan, we mugt raise'money, * If there ig a-_better Plan, let it be adoi)ted il' not
12t us act on this one, ) "
(Signed) @. A, BALLARD,
. . Collector
1. The Board observe that the

Collector’s lettey referred to in ‘arawra h 1

o bis present letter, was {ransforred to the Socr ctary '“; Government I]))epgrtxﬁent
Public Works, to whom it should have been addressed, < ’

xigency of the case which Mg, L

but until the Government decide onbthe o o Ballarg Submits ;

. ion of whether local taxes
public works, i Seerus useless for the Bogy i deta;
The Board however sce no objection, in e o Foada

rinciple, ¢t the ; .
and Shop tax for purely loca} Purposes, principle, to the ntroduction of g House
3. The papers will e submitteq for the

consideratiop of Government
E (A true Copy and Extract).
(Signed) W, HUDLESTON,
To Major J. IT. M, Shaw Stewart, R, L, Depu}y Secreiary Yo Goyey nmenfezet%yb

Referred to the Revenue Department, wig, reference t .
ings, No. 2675, dated 14th Scptember 1864, 0 Pub.hc
CreraAvk,
22nd Scptcmber 1864,

-
with enclosupres,

Works Proceed-
(Signed) J.SHAW STEWART,

Major, 1. E.,
Dy. Secy: ¢ Gout, p, W. D
Transferred to the J udicial Department,
(Signed) ., gy
ecretary 4, Government.

30¢% September 1864,

Ante.
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