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P : » o Co : e o ‘ , No. 373.  TRead the following letter from Licutenant-Colonel G. W. WALKER,
: : e ; T A R T : : R. E., Superintending Engineer, 7th Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR,
) ' : R. E., Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, date(i
th April 1865, No. 303 :— '
- SIR',
from Mr. Smithera. 1. TIhave the honor to submit the
. - accompanying full report* of the cir-
cumstances under which the Executive Agent in charge of Palghaut Range has been
compelled (with my approval) to suspend from his appointment, as Overseer of

" Ponany Télug, Corporal Joseph Austin, General No. 3,316, of Her Majesty’s 102nd
Royal Madras Fusiliers, now in the Effective Supernumerary List.

9 The presumption of habitual intemperance is so strong that Corpofal
an no longer be trusted ; and I am compelled to request that his services
may be replaced at the disposal of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. Mean-
while, I have directed him to proceed to Calicut and place himself under thé orders
; of Mr. Sub-Engineer Bailey, pending the is.sue of instructions in the 'Military
1 Department authorizing the Officer Commanding the Detachment. at that place to

AR \ : - DN ' . re-admit him into the ranks. -
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7.th Division, Palghaut Range, to Lieutenant-Colonel G.
ending Engineer, 7th Division, dated Palghaut, 3lst

From Mr. T. SMITHERS, Supervisor,.
¢ W. WALKER, R.E., Superint
March 1865, No. 294 :—

. : . o " SIr . .
, 1t for your information that I have relieved Mx. Overseer J. Austin from

o - o e - - o ) , 1. T beg to repo . i
: ‘ , Sy charge of the Ponany T4luq, and placed him under suspension from the 26:h instant, pending
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BRI R . T Lo SRR Lo . e your orders.
S , . L S . .  ‘ . B I 2. On my visiting the Collector, G. A. Ballard, Esq., at Palghaut on the 14th instant,
; : i - A‘ PR that gentleman informed me that when at Ponany he sent for Mr. Austin to speak to him about
e _— the works under progress on in that Télug, but the Overseer did not attend. Mr. Ballard then
but instead of Mr. Austin immediately waiting on the

} o o ‘ : gent a note by a Peon to the same effect,
. . : . " . .
Collector, he sent word saying «1 have a pain in the stomach,” concerning which Mr. Ballard

remarked, * I think by what the Péon said Mr. Austin was not sober.”

Austin at Tirtallah on the 23rd instant, I et ohce asked him the cause
f the Collector, to which he replied “ I was sick.” I however found
Austin had not been out of Ponany for 19 days, and was
and although positive drunkenness cannot be proved agair.\st
ry little doubt but that such was the fact. Mr, Overseer
r when I met him at Tirtallah, although he had several

.

3. On meeting Mr-

of his not obeying the orders ¢
from his Writer and Lascars that Mr.

N | | | l ‘ ' " Lot scen for 12 days out of his room,
him during those 12 days yet there is ve
Austin was under the influence of liquo
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days’ notice of my proposed visit. A
4. At the beginning of the month I sent on to Mr. Austin an order from the Collector te
canal, which that gentleman wished to have

epening the Ponany
also to report on a petition from certain inhabitants of Konun-

ither of which Mr. Austin paid the least attention to.
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| 22nd April 1865, .
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5, On examining M, Over

seer Austin’g accounts after mspectmg his workg Ifound the
following deficiencics 10 his cash balanCes
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‘ R3. A, 1. y . /%&g
Mach. RS. A, p.. Generdl Fund . see e eey 166 011 ' 1:
! . Salary.. .82 2 g District Roag Fund 246 0 o . . .
1 'r.mumo sllowance.. 15" 1 5 Account Proceeds of sale of oId stores 72 8 0 S
Total., 98 15 0 :
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ay oa for Fcbruary 1865 123 2 3 '
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Diflerence. ., 332 0 g
“Out of which Mr. Austin can only
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account for Rupees 230, which he gave to a may to construct |
the Chetway Travellers’ Bungalow, ang who it woulq appear has deca
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6. Regarding the deficiency of cash in My, Austm 8 chest, I w
| not believe he has been guilty of
T

a criminal breach of trust, but th
when in an intemperate condition,
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OrpER THEREON, 291 April 1865, No. 1 ,077. |
n - - L Under the circumstayceg repre- | y
—ESTABLISH,MENT’ No. 30. sented in the foregoing papers the Goverp. ’
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with a view to the services of Corporal Austin : .
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His Excellency the Commander-in-Chjef,
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To the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division. o ‘
»  Military Department.
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