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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, .
‘ 127 April 1865.

1

< anse T T E Ty

No. 258.. Read the following Endorsement of the Superintending E;igineer, 4th Division,
. dated Madras, 24th March 1865, No. 6,166 :— :

Read the following letter from Captain T. BECKLEY, R. E., Acting Executive Engineer,
Presidency, to N, R. POGSON, Esq., Government Astronomer, dated Madras, 7th
March 1865, No. 743. :

Sin,
‘ 1. I have the honor to inform you that in a demi-official letter, Colonel Boileau tells me
that it has been decided to bund a p.llar for Captain Branfill twenty feet-high, in the centre of
the large Equatorial Dome, and adds that I may commence as soon as I have conferred with
’J\ptajn Branfill ; I hve therefore the honor to request you to be good enough to make over the
‘ la?gé Equatorial Dome to me and my work-people ; of course the first thing will be to remove the
present pillar. T hope to be able to build what Captain Branfill requires without removing any

iy

RPN -

Sahiki

e

part of the dome, . .
2. Premising that you may raise an objection to give over to me the dome immediately I

e;xclose a letter from Captain Branfill (which please return), from which you will see that he
requires to obtaig a sight of a flagstaff placed on the centre of the present pillar ; if therefore you
are not able to make over to me the _dome ¢ould you meet Captain Branfill’s wishes as regards

Y

e

- the flagstaff.
i / ‘ \ (True Copy.)
;{ . (Signed) T. BECKLEY, Captain, R. E.,
) dcting Ewxecutive Engineer, Presidency.
' No. 759. A - A

Forwarded to the Superintending Enb’.neer, 4th Division, for information with reference to

his Memorandum No. 5,985, dated 13th instant.
Mabras, (Signed) T. BECKLEY, Captain, R.E,

14tk Marchk 1865. . Acting Executive Engineer, Presidency;
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From Captain T. BECKLEY, R. E., Acting Executive Engineer, Presidency, to Colonel
A.J. M. BOILEAU, R. E,, Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, dated Madras,

’ 9th March 1865, No, 747.

SR, ,
"’ I have the honor to forward a copy of a letter from the Government Astronomer, from which
. ' you will perceive that I cannot, for the present,
commence a tower at the Observatory for
Captain Branfill’s observations.

Lhyow
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From N. R. POGSON, Esq., Government Astronomer, to Captain T. BECKLEY, R. E., Acting
Executive Engineer, Presidency, dated Observatory, 8th March 1865.
SR, - .
1. I have the honor to acknowledge ("¢ receipt of your letter dated 7th instant, and its
_enclosure from Captain Branfill, which I herewith return. In reply, I beg to inform you—
Firstly.—That I shall not think of handing over the large building to any one, until duly
“authorized to do so by Ilis Excellency’s order in Council. Secondly.—That it can on no account
" be spared until the interior of the new building in hand is quite completed, and the new dome in
eflicient working order. Thirdly.—That after the extraordinary and unprecedented manner in
- which the demand has been made, I equally refuse, at present, to comply with the second propo- |
sal in your letter, and lastly, that I have this day referred the whole matter to Government,
through the Chief Secretary, for final instructions thereupon.
9. After the second dome is completed, I shall be happy (so far as I am concerned
- presemtly) to accede to Colonel Walker’s proposals, recently made to me, when I had the pleasure

of seeing him upon the subject. K
. < §
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. removed, because he says that it cannot be used by him on account of its unsteady and vibrating

- agree with Mr. Pogson that the dome is aun entire failure, doubtless. were it taken down we

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Worlks Department
12¢th April 1863, : ~

L

3. They were reasonable enough, but widely different from those now sucpested i
letter under consideration. 1 beg also to remind you that the house provided b né e yofur
my .occupation is as stiictly private as the pay I am permitted to draw, and tyhouo‘:‘;lment " .
anxious to render every aid to the Offizers of the Great Trigonometri;al Surve % o n.lost : :
disposed to have the one interfered with contrary to my own wishes and consent : tham a}? [ 7 |
(True Copy) ‘ 8 the other. | . :
(Signed) T. BECKLEY, Captain, R. E., :
. . Acting Exécutive Engineer, Presidéncy.

——

From Captain T. BECKLEY, R. E., Acting Executive Engineer, Presidency, to Colonel A, I
M. BOILEAU, R. E., Superintending Engineer, 4th Divisio .
y d !
March 1865, No. 773, ° ’ n, dated Madrasea® .

SIR,

’ L1
Copy of letter, dated 15th March 1865, have the honor to forward to you a

Vide Superintending Engineer’s Memorandum No, 5,989, dated copy of a letter from Captain Branfill. about
13th March 1865, and Executive Engineer’s letter No.747, the pillar he requires for Trigonometrical
o

dated 9th March 1865. . .
observations at the Observatory, and request "
your instructions as to what I am to do.

2, The case stands as follows :—Mr. Pogson is extremely anxious to have the big dome
motion, he also finds the two feet slit too narrow, three feet being required, though T do not

could replace it by one much superior, the cost would be about Rupees 1,500,

3. Asto Captain Branfill’s pillar, I have only to observe that it can be built without
removing the dome. »

4. As Mr, Pogson has now got bis instrument set up in the smaller dome one of his objec-,.

tions to our beginning the pillar is overcome. I need scarcely remind you that Captain Branfll
will be inconvenienced if we do not commence building without further" delay P ran

From Captain B. R..BRA‘N?‘ILL, in charge of M. M. Series, Great Trigonometerical Survey, t
the Executive Engineer, Madras, dated Camp, Wambak D>urgam, 13th March 186.;7 .

Sig,

1. I have the honor to acknowledge, with th : myg” . -
copy of a letter from the Government AstronOmerantl;S;:f,Zi ;Zc;::s Oifny:;;.r Eot 748, enclosing
peremptorily refuses to allow any works on account of the Great Tr; onom;: i ] lsseems that he
Observatory to proceed until he has the use of the new (smaller) gdome ”;a 1 nrvey %t the
reference which he has made to the Government. With reference to his’ - oa o pendiog 4
mention what Lieuterant-Colonel Walker's proposals were, to which Mr -POI:,araoraE!; 3.’ I may
« reasonable enough,” acceded. They were the erection of a twenty (20). f zso";l’ : .mkmg them
of the large dome. It was supposed that this would necessitate the de tee t?l e e
removal of the dome itself, which, I believe, is the sole or main object tix rrchmn o e e
in consenting to further our operations. , As Colonel Walker knew-‘thﬁt t; 1 .TlAs'tronomer has |
primary importance to our work, I believe he saw no objection to our b e pillar is a matter of ~ ‘
warding Mr. Pogson's views, that is, the probable ezpense of removi ong the B of for-
compared with the result to be obtained. ) moving the dome was a little matter

92, Whether the dome is actually to be re : ﬂ : ‘
immaterial to us, except in so far as it delays the cl::;:ii:: o“f?:‘;‘el; ; ?Iat;?;i etsbat is perfectly | : ﬁl

- 8. 1 presume that the Governmeant will, in s .
question. » 1nreply t> Mr. Poson’s application, settle the

4. Should the@uestion rest on the point of our willj 7
' ‘ ingness to m h
dome or not, I beg that it may be considered that we are 0, withoutp:yfufrotl;xe;h;fre ovel of the :
' .y \ erence. :

.
X e AN Uy -
ety - prom =

should be able to sustain a crushing weight of about 2,000 1bs.

expreSSing my requ

- and family, expressed

" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
12th April 18635.

o

5. In my estimate of the weight of the instrument, 1 stated that it might amount to 7001bs.
This T now think an under-estimate, or rather that a much larger weight should be provided for
also I did not include the stand, &e., which must weigh about 500 1bs. I think that the pillar

(True Copy.) ' ‘
(Signed) T. BECKLEY, Captain, R.E., .
Acting Executive Engineer, Presidency.

e

Yrom Colonel A, J. M. BOILEAU, R. E.. Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, to N. R.
POGSON, Esq., Government Astronomer, datedCamp, Perinjary, 18th March 1865,

No. 6,087.

Sir . ,
’ 1. With reference to Proceedings of Government No. 683, dated 10th March 1865, 1 have

the honor to request you will be good enough to inform me, if you have any objections to offer
to the Executive Encineer Southern Range at once commencing operations on the roof of the
° - . - » a _®
Government buildings occupied by you asa dwelling house, in connection with the ra'sing of a
(=]

i aptain Branfill. ) ) . .

Pl“a;fm'g:ll:i; Beckley will be instructed to interfere as little as possible with the Observatory

b 'ld‘;x s aﬁd to carry out his orders without inconveniencing more thanis absolutely necessary,.
uildings, ; .

you and your family.

N. R. POGSON, Esq., Government Astronomer, to Colonel A.J. M. BOILEAT, R. %},,,
. S‘;pefinten ding Engineer, 4¢h Division, dated Madras Observatory, 20th March 1865.

From

S No. 6,087, 1 bave the honor to inform you,

l,ha‘, ““‘.ll the co“sidela 10ns meun ioIle i“ n]y co“l[nunlca on to G’overﬂnlel", da‘ed 8th ]nstanr

(a copy of which you would receive with the Order theI.'eon, l.Oth March 18((315, NC;]- 623) ha-ve
finitely disposed of, 1 cannot consent to any operations being (.:ommence by the xecuu're-
%e:;;]:er on the roof of my house of the nature suggested by Cap_taml liranﬁlll. | 1 take off
"First.—The removal of the present dome and of- the.low:ver iron’channels also Wi take o
from the roof, and until this is done the new pier must not be
upon this, not solely with the ulterior, view of getting the p}'esent ill
lelled and made lighter and more suitable, though as you are we.ll aware
I d that as an important indirect result of the operations sugg'ested, but a,lso.from misgivings
regn s f the house, under so enormous & crushing straino as that required for Captain,
as to Lh,e Safe;y O-er It is already greatly over-weighted, and 1 decidedly refuse to try so
fr:::i:l :s l;:\gex;);ril;‘ent’ as the proposed addition, until some of the present weight, and as much
ang , ' .

hag been temporarily removed. . . '
aiThe piefmusb not exceed eighteen feet in height, or what is a better way of

irements on this point, its upper surface must be kept }.Jél()w the. l.eVel of the
direction fans of the new Anemograph. 1 believe all Captain Branfill’s stations are v.1sxple from a

1, except one, midway between which and the Observatory I understand a hill 'mtervenes
lowﬁt eve Lt there u’ired ray. Such being the case it will be quite as easy for Captain Branfill
and,l‘_xte:’_ep is nals u{? {hat station, and nothing will be lost by the small additional height resigned.
t‘%;':z;saen ‘:izlieen feet tower the Anemograph will only be interfered Wiﬂ'l for the. brief ti.me
during Whi:h the tent and instrument are required in actual use ; otherwise, the interruption

would be permanent throughout some months, and against such interruptioq it is my duty to

t. . . . .
Pw‘ezs,l ird.—T am obliged for the assurances of due consideration to the convenience of myself
ird.—

in the second paragraph of your letter, and to the best of Captain Beckley’y
h would be regarded. Bubas he cannot possibly be expected to underiake
dence of the coolies engaged in the work, I must be allowed to reserve
nz their proceedings at any time, should illness or any

a weight of nearly three tons

commenced. 1 insist
adapted structure remo

as possible,
Second.

endeavours I know suc

the immediate superinten :
1o myself the right of temporarily suspendi



> him and hig family with o

~—.,

Proceedings of the M adras Government, P
12tk April 1865,

ublic Works Department,

other cause render the noise of their work seriously inconveniegt. You may rest assured no

ely to be exercised on Dy part. I am most desirous to accommodate,
and to put up with a]] unavoidable or ordinar

Y annoyances, such as are inseparable from building
operations; but I am by no meang inclined to hand over all control of the roof of my private
dwelling houge unconditionally, and to render myself and family subject to the will and pleasure
of a set of. coolies and their maistry; and hence arose the trifling and very reasonable restrictions
alluded to in the concluding Paragraph of my letter before referred to,

tions, I shall be happy

-and iron channels, and for th
stone of the new Equatorial
of this letter. '

1. Submitted to Government for orders,
2. The Astronomer
Engineer what shall, or sh

as apparently apprehe

nsious not only regarding the inconvenience to
ut, but also ag to their

safety, it might be deemed advisable to provide
ther accommodation uni] the works are completed.

4. The absolute removal of the large dome js p
Engineer would not object to it to meet Mr,

it, or substituting for it a lighter dome, wil th
thereon.

which his family will be p

ot necessary,
Pogson’s wisheg,

en arise, and the of

but the Supexintendiug
The question of Simply replacing
ders of Government are solicited

5. In the opinion of the Superinte

nding Engineer the large dom
undertaking, and should have a fajr trial

before being condemned,

(Signed) A.J. M. BOILEAU, Colonel, R, E,
Superintending Engineer, 411, Division.

e has proved a successful

——

No. 259. ORrbpEeR THEREON,

12th April 1865, No. 1,020.

I. With his Endorsement abovye recorded the
Superintending Engineer, 4th Division,
orders correspondence whic
himself, the Government Astronomer, and the Ex.ecutive Ef\gineer re
of the works which the Officers of the Great Trigonometrical Surve

to admit of the connsction of their Meridional Series with the Obsge

CIVIL WORKS, No, 48.

submits for
b has taken place between
garding the commencement

Y require to haye executed
rvatory,
2. The Government Astronomer js unwilling to make over

the large Equatorial room, in which the isolated pillar adverted to jin the Proceedings of

marginally noted i required to
ntil the dome hys been removed,
M. Pogson further desires to be
continuance may be found to be

No. 645, dated 8th March 1865.

and he objects to that pillar being raised more than 18 feet,
allowed to suspend the progress of the works at any time their
attended with inconvenience to himgelf or to his family,

3. Colonel Boilean considers the removal of
along been alleged by Mr, Pogson to lfe fault?r .in
Excellency the Governor in Counch 18 of opinion

the dome to be unnecessar
Construction apq o

that the pressnt

for its being taken
YVide psregraph 3 of Mr, Pogron’s letter to Governmeut, ﬂCCOrdance with 0
dated 8th March )865,

mer,

Y, but as it has all
therwise objectionable, His
affords a goog opportunity
down ang remodelled ip
e wishes of the Astrono.

S

e

to the Executive Engineer

- I T T e T .
e = ‘-ﬂo"ﬁ"ﬁmm‘ had P - K . .- L } N
N . i ) - s . - \

e

wblic Works Department,
ings of the Madras Government, Public Works Dep
P""ceed“‘o. 12th April 1869.

mou ] S
d(:s“e bO BEOI(l the Oﬁice!s Of the Trlgonﬂmetll(ml Sur\99 60619 ald aﬂd abslbtrance in hlS p()vver

, g p < g t nd]ng,
G n nt ra th 'y n
In carryin Ollt thell oper a.tIOIlS, the overnme t St a,l'« u det a mlltuall OOd ul(ie]s a

Officers of the
i uch work as the

nts may be made for the execution of s

angeme

the necessary arrang

b o

- . 3 1 b IS,
inte?ruptxngﬁhls useful labo (True Extract.)

i ) . ORR:, Colonel, R. E.,
' (Sigued) CHARLES & Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division,

o i ie3 of India,
C G.ovgﬂn;z;; ji:St:I:::glz of Madras Meridional Series, G. T. Survey
To Captain Braniill,

Exd. 8. T. Aﬂgu“’in'
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