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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
. 4th April 1864.

No. 95. Read the following Endorsenient of the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division,
dated Coimbatore, 17ith March 1864,
Read the following letter from Lieutenant D. I, TRAIL, K. E., Assistant Engineer, to Lieut.

- *- Colonel G, W. WALKER, R. E., Superintending Engineer, Tth Division, dated Club,

Madras, 11th March 1864 :~ ' ‘ ‘
SIr, . . . .

L. As you send me a copy of the Proceedings of Government, dated 24th February, 1
suppose you Wish me to give you a ‘brief account of the circumstances connected with the
Goodaloor biidge having to be taken over by the Departmeont, and eventually the greater portion

" of it haviag to be taken down, I proceed to do so though you, I believe, are already acquainted
with all the details by means of my official and verbal communications.

2, 'Lhe ccntract for the construction of the biidge was given by me to a man called Chouria-
cooty, ashe had previously done a good deal of work satisfactorily or at least as satisfactorily as I
could get anything done at that time by contract, = - - .

3. This man began his work, to outward appearances, fairly, though I had from time to
time to order the removal of work done, My doing so I had hoped would have made him do his
work more faithfully. As the work went on I thought that it was being better done, though it
is to be suspected from the after-examination that news of my intended inspections must have
gonz before me and so the upper portions were more carefully done for inspection, parts having
been found preity good though the greater portion was not good.” The raihg having exposed the

_ bad work being done by some of the Contractors led me to make a thorough investigation of the
“who'e work in progress. This led to my ordering the removal of nearly all the work done to four
of the bridges and the demolition of parts of most of the rest.

+

+. "I had ordered the removal of two of tho piers of the Goodaloor bridge roserving fuither -

orders tiil I bad seen what the work really was. This order caused the entire stoppage of the

work, and as a matter of course (being surrounded by Natives) an inkling of the real state of the

case wes not allowed to reach me for a considerable time, notwithstanding my using winor threats
in case_the work continued to be delayed, It was only when I wasabout to use the strongest
measures possible, viz., taking the work out of the Contractor’s hands or compelling him to
complete it by prosecution, that the total inability of the Contractor to do his work came out.
These circumstances were reported at the time. : ,

5. I was unwilling to take the work out of the man’s hands owing to bLis having received
nearly all the money due to him supposing the work good and knowing that part at least would
have to come down, I feared a loss if much of the work would have to be rejected. The man's
perfect ivahility (owing I believe to [the ciicumstances reported) created a hesitation as to the
advisability of prosecuting him, I therefore reported all I knew and requested your instructions.
These you will remember were to take the work from the Contractor and do the work by
Deparimental agency.

6. This was accordingly done, and when [ handed over charge of the Coimbatore Range the
two picrs bad been pulled down and the work found, as T before said, part good but the greater
portiou bad, consequently further investigation became nccessary.  Thisinvestigation I requested
Mr. Lowry to niake, and if necessary, report the results to you. The portions of the other bridges
cond :mned were taken down and built in a much better manuer, in some cases by the Coutractors

themselves and in others by Departmental agency. In every case except Goodaloor, there wag
little trouble, - - . .

N
et

Submitted to the Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, with reference to the
Superintending Engineer’s letter No, 347 of 7th March 1864,
(Signed) G, W. WALKER, Lieut.-Colonel, R. E,,
* Superintending Engineer, Tth Division.

No» 96, ORDER THEREON, 4th April 1864, No, 939.
Ordered to be recorded.
(True Extract.) -

(Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, B. .,
. Secre{ary to Government,

Exd. S, T. Aogustin,
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