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L Proceedmg: of the Zl[adra: Government Judicial Department,
_ ‘ T A P 1 7 September 1864,

v

T . No. 201. ‘Read the followmo' letter from E. C. BAYLEY, Esq, Secretary to the
: - o . Government of Indla,' to the Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
) S . George, dated Sunla, 1st September 1864, Circular No. 2414.

Home Department,

. . . Judicial. ; . *.

. - I am directed to transmit to you the accompanymrr copy of the communication -
: marginally noted, in continuation of Cir- .+

T E’éi‘fa'i?’&‘ﬂié’:.’:"fag? ris Department, » No. 633C.8751, cular, No. 1935 of the 8th instant, regard-

’ T L " ing the importance of fully utxhsmfr pn-‘

. . R S T 10 ! labour in the constructlon OfJallS

. .,v*

*
.
[ S
.

» ° ~

From Lleutenant-Colonel J T. NICOLLS R.E., Oﬂicnatmg Secretary to the Chxef Commxssxoner
Oudh, Public Works Department ; to Colonel R. STRACHEY, R.E, Secretary to the -
Government of Indna, Public Works Dcpartment, Simla, (No. 2935, dated Luckoow, the
22nd June 1864) -~ 1 . : -
. - In reply to your letter, No. 1"1:0-1871‘ dal;ed the 6th ultimo, i 1nqu1r1n0 how it was that the
value of convict labour in the Jail at Seetapore was only calculated at so small a sum as Rupees
5000, and whether the whole of the mere cooly-labour could not be done by the convicts, I am
o "desired by the Chief Commissioner to forward the enclosed copy of a letter from the Officiating '
. . .o ) ’ . Executive Engineer at Seetapore, No. 2, dated the 24th ultimo, stating the reasons why so small
B A . S ) & quantity of prison labour has been employed.
. ) 2. I am also to intimate that a copy of the above letter had been sent to the Commissioner
of the Hyderabad Division, who was requested to state why the convicts were not better over-
looked. In his reply the Commissioner does not advert to this point, but remarks that convicts

YR . can only be got to work as hard as free labourers by the stxmulus of rev,"ard in whxch opinion the -
' ~ - Chief Commissioner is inclined to concur. . -

|

|

i - :
|

1

|

|

|

LSRR

3. The expensiveness of convict labour is no doubt the true reason wby it bas not been’
-more larvely availed of in the construction of the Seetapore Jail, seeing that a convict is charged
at two-thirds the rate of a free Jabourer, and the Executive Engineer calculates that it takes at - - . :
least three prisoners to do the work of ofie cooly ; the E Executive Engineer has, moreover, further - i
“pointed out why it was especially- unsuited to the work. that was going on, there was, too, at the

titne, the Chief Commissioner is 1nformed employment for the prisoners on other work ; the Chief ;
) Commlasxoner is therefore inclined to thmk the. sum sta.ted v1z " Rupees 5000, probably repre- - ] {
SR - : sents the full value of the convxct ldbour ‘.’"‘ Vo e :
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From J. H. McRAE Esq. Oﬂicxauno Execuhve Enrrmeer to the Chief Enmneer,Oudh RS |

. - ] " Lucknow, (No. 2, dated Seetapore, the 24th May 1861.) . o ]
) . With reference to your No. 53 of the 12th. May 1864, forwarding copy of \’o 124C-1874 i
from the Secretary to the Government of India, to the Chief Commxssnoner, Oudh, regardmg
convict labour for Civil Works Buildings, I have the honor to inform you that the reason I believe - .

why convict labour has been but little employed is, bécause it is so very expensive. I consider it o ?

take\t lead three prlsoners to do the work of one cooly,-and a convict being charged at the

: . rate o-tht cooly makes their labour just double of free labour ; another reason is that
A ) I " almost %‘: \ k, for instance, has been done by contract, and therefore there has been
=1 ) no °W‘¥ )+t
- : The kutcba work by cc}ﬁ

gy VNS

f-w:‘i\. vy

CRnvict labour, as there would have been if daily labour had beeri used. ;

b‘een done much cbeaper than if 3a11y labour and convicts instead ;
!g{. . oMgoolies had been used.” The  convicts, besides, d i
This is an ',mpm“t ‘;‘;;S:dr;ma }, havdron on their legs, which prevent them .

being employed on ladders, which alone remove : ) '
, * .. avery large ﬁeld of labour; but the real truth is, convict labour is not properly organized, but if the ;

. men were under proper dxscxphne, e good deal mxvht be made out of them, but when there is no 2:1‘
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Proceeding: of the Madras Goverﬁ;nent, Judicial Dejid‘rtme‘nf, .
27th September 186%. LD,

-

sys'em of punishment, and each man may do just as
_idleness by the burkundazes, 83 is the case in the Seetapore
Jail in India, the convict labour is of no use wha}ever. —

he pleases, especially when he is assisted in |
Jail, and I believe in every other’

From Colonel K. STRACHEY, R. E., Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works i
" Department; to the Chief Comumissioner, Oudh, (No. 632C-8751, dated Simla, the '
11th August 1864) : 7 - : . 1
. In reply to your Officiating Secretary’s letter, No. 205, dated the 22nd June 1864, I am .
directed o state that the-Governor General in Gouncil cannot regard the reasons adduced for the ‘
gmall amount of convict labour, employed in the construction of the Jail at Seetapore, 88 aball
satisfactory. His Excellency in Council has no doubt that if the Executive Engineer had placed :
himself in communication with the Officer in charge of the Jail, such arrangements might have |
been made as would have enabled him to get a fair amount of work out of the convicts. )
2. Two reasons areadvanced for the small extent to which the labour of prisoners was made |
available—one is that a nominal addition would have been made to the cost of the works, and the {
other that there was other useful work in the station for the prisoners. Neither reason can be

considered valid. A direct outlay from the public purse would have been saved by the largee |
employment of prisonéts on these buildings, and this should have been done, i SR
3. - That convicts can and will work under a proper system of organization s well known. ;&
Indeed, it has been found by experieilce that prisoners employed day after day in gangs ou. the }
game kind of work, soon learn to act in concert and with better effect than coolies collected from ‘
the bazaar. His Excellency in Council requests, therefore, that you will, in communication with -
the Commissioners of Divisions and the Superintendent of Jails, arrange for the proper employ- {
ment of convicts where Jails are under construction. . The system should be carefully laid down -
at first, and judiciously enforced, and any short-comings brought to mnotice at the time and a ; .
remedy applied. The improved ‘accommodation now ordered to be provided for prisoners will ;
" - throw & very heavy charge on the State, and it is quite essential . that all possible use shall be’
. made of prisoners’ labour in the construction of Jails,s » - 7, ¥ .77 . oo
-~ 4. Copy of this letter and of that.to which it replies will be sent to the Government of .
India in the Home Depar.tmen.t, ‘with reference to the Executlve Engineer’s remarks regarding |
"’the want of control over the gangs of p'ri_soﬁérq while employed outside of the Jail walls, -,

N e

H

»-

)
- 3

. | 7 o', No.633C-3751.

-

Copy, with granscrip't of the Jetter to which it isa reply

) be forwarded to the Home Depatt-f

... (Signed) R. STRACHEY, Colonel, R E., K
o Secretary to the Govt. of India, P.W.D. "
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"No. 202. OsprzTiERzox, 27t September 1864, No. 1413.
: Communicated to the Public . Works Department, to the Inspector General of

‘Jails, and to ail Sessions Judges, in’ confinuation of Proceedings 10th instant,’
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To the Public Works Department s A ,

,, Inspector General of Jails.- -~ . S ‘* S
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