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LT ~ - MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF TIE MADRAS GO VERNMENT.

Read the followin g papers i—

From the Secretary to Govemmcnt Military Department, Bombay Castle, 27th August 1864,
~ No. 2320 to the Secretary to Goyernment Military Department Madras.

I am directed to transmit, for the information of the Government of Madras,

the accompanying copy of a correspondence relative to the ercction of Stables for
European Mounted Corps in this Presidency. ‘

From the Quarter Master General of the Army, Head Quarters, I’oona 10th Angust 1864, No. 1596 ;
. tothe Secretary to Government, Mlhtary Department.

The Commander-in-Chicf desires to remark on that of which he has lately become aware ; that
the Government of India, in the Public Works’ Department, has recently declined to entertain the
question of cheap Stable shedding on account of our several Mounted Corps. It will be in the recol-
lection of the ITonorable the Governor in Council that Sir William Mansfield has, on the grounds of
humanity towards man and horse, of State economy and of the efficiency of the service, persistently
advocated the introduction of asystem of cheap shedding or stabling at all Stations in this Command,
on account of the Government horses. Ilis Excellency has desired me to subjoin an I]xtract of a
letter, from this Department, to your address, dated 26th June 1860.

““There is another argument in favor of Stable sheds for the European Artillery and
Cavalry. A very laudable custom prevails in tkis Presidency of exacting from our European Dra-
goon, a good deal of stable labor. Each Dragoon is responsible for his horse, and the number of
Ghorawallahs allowed by Government does not suffice for much more than the care of the horses of
Non-Commissioned Officers, of the men in Hospital, and for the sick horses. Consequently, it is
required for the health of the men as well as for the health of the horses, that much of the Stable
labor should be done in the shade. On a late occasion Sir William Mansfield inspected the Gth
_ Inniskilling Dragoons ; the inspection lasted till half past 8 a. a., after which the men had a good
hour at their horses. Fortunately, the morning was cloudy and no harm ensued ; but His Excellency

would have been much grieved to have seen them at the same work at that hour on a sunny morning.
Yet such work must ensue, and there must be great exposure fo the late morning sun in all Stations

_ where there are no sheds or Stables for the horses. The same rule applies to the Stable duty at

5 o'clock in the evening, which must be often fraught with mischief and disease to the men, except
during the monsoon months.”

2. I have further the honor to enclose, for submission to Ilis Excellency the Governor in
Council, a very excellent Report written by the Prin-
cipal Veterinary -'‘Surgeon. It 1is, Sir William
Mansfield observes, impossible to add to the strength -
of his reasoning and the facts alleged in this document.

No. 295, dated 26th July 1864.

3." Itis evident, as a mere matter of Rupees, that, if the verj economical proposal in regard to
construction hitherto suggested by Ilis Excellency and approved by the Bombay Government, were

- adopted, a real saving of money would annually take place in the items of horse flesh and forage.

At present owing to the absence of Stables of any kind, we are obliged to add to the forage ration
at nearly every Station in the Command, during the monsoon ; whilst, as shown by the Veteri-
nary Surgeon, Detachments of the mounted branches from time to time become absolutely ineffi-
cient, owing to the most deplorable and inhumane practice of picketing horses, under the drenching

_ of the monsoon and the tropical sun of the hot weather, without cover.

4. Ttis, indeed, a bitter reflection upon our public arrangements that, as Mr. Veterinary
Surgeon Ilallen observes, our valuable Government horses should be permanently exposed to a

treatment whieh, if perpetrated by a private individual, would entail upon*him prosecution under
the Penal Code. -

5. 1Infine, Iis Exccllency would remark that, according to the present strange system of
open lines for horses, which is directly opposed to medical practice and theory, and to the treat-
ment and care of horses, as shown by every man with regard to his own property, whether he be
Native or European, we have to adopt one of two alternatives during the hot weather and rains.
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osed to weather, which must infallibly break down their health, or else ‘that great additional

;:;)or be bestowed on the horses to remedy in part the want of cover ; g}xch ndflitional labor entail-
sno the exposure of the men which, as just shown, would never bo pernutted: .- The consequence s
th;‘" owing to the want of cover, the horses are not half groomed at. cgrt.am seasons of the year,
and at all times the men undergo rather more exposure to rain and sun Itlh‘sn i8 good for them : Com.
mappding Officers being obliged to make the best of matters and to steer a middle course. Yetijt
canyiot be doubted thata great many men are damaged, perhaps_for life, by such exposure ; while
the Principal Veterinary Surgeon’s Report is conclusive with regard to the pﬂ'cct of the system op
the Lorses. Y P C

6. Sir William Mansfield cannot permit me to conclude this letter witliout observing thnt.
he hinks the delay of the reform he has so long pressed is caused by its treatment in a Departmeng
which from the nature of things, i3 unable to grasp the details of the wubject.

7. Thus the question is handled simply as one of the Public Works, and as a trifling detail i
a Ba.dget which it may be convenient to put off till another day. DBut it is, indeed, not a mern
Public W_Ol‘ks ‘question : it is one involving discipline, and health ‘and economy in I ’Ppartmcntqe
abou? Which that of the Public Works cannot possibly know anything. ~Those Departments includo
recrititing ; Sanitary reform in &, very important particular ; the earlyr supply of Remounts, whi -IG:
might be delayed ; great waste of forage, and, thercfore, extravagance in Commissariat ; an;l’ fin lIL]
the pumane care of our Soldiers and our horses. . R > G Aty

Frop the Principal Veterinary S B 1 » ‘ h July 1864, N ¥
rfhe ety P o clerinar of]g]%eg;my?ni’%i{l :?resxdgncy, I’oona, 2ch J uly 18G4, No. 293 ; to

Having _been informed t}.la_t the Government of India have declined to furtber the views of this
Government in regard to providing shedding for the horses of the Army of this Presidency, I deem

jt an imperative duty to again report on the subject, and have the honor to reguest yon will have the

goodness to submit this letter for the consideration of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,

2. Inmy letter, No. 149, dated 30th June 1863, addressed to the Adjutant General of th

7, I'stated, ‘I have noticed that those horses of the Army that are kept und e t.e
much better condition and health than those picketed in the open. In callii th e:t co:’ on of Il
Excedlency the Commander-in-Chief to this fact, I would respectfully urge th egn ea .ten ;)nh of I'Ils
being afforded for all horses, not only with a view of preventing pecuniary loss tectezmg of shedding
doubess entails from horses being exposed to the heavy rains and inte:si — Ci). e State, (which
4o the variable temperature of this climate,) but I would further urge the ime:o;t)a :chZ;:tcli s::n, and
easure

for tpp@ higher reasons of humanity. To so tie'a horse, b - X :
can barely move, and leave him expos » by bead and heels, in the open air, that he

tropi"a‘l sun of another three or four months
indirBCﬂ)' among the horses. IXorses are not more proof than oth

diseas® resulti.ng from continued exposure to heavy rain. I .
directly from it. (.)nly.Government horses and cattle are not;av
In the s2me Commissariat yard may be often seen, the Co

animals against the attacks of
e seen horses killed directly and in-
given shelter from the sun and rain,
ntractor’s bullocks under comfortable

ocks tied i
most Beavy rains. §1§d 1n the open, - under a scorching sun or the

*“ The loss sustained by dama TR el e
.o ge to the fora TR
not being cared for by their attendants not Wishinggi:l;i ‘;Onsylttltxon o

weather, must be enormous. The horses of thi

! X . is A i :
d rainy seasons until shedding is afforded not onrll.‘;yt::]i Il‘,:.v ,el‘hbe duly cared for during the hot
elter them, but to shelter the Euro

em, b peans

an
from #un and rain, and allow the latter time to bestoy care upon the b
- . ’ ‘e Orges. =

f animals, and the effects of

of course, Dot permitted to attend to horses standing

during 3 fortnight of rain, and if they were feq with

a pro .
ir ?er’ am?‘mt of grain during that time they

that the horses must be neglectéd in order that the Dragoons and Drivers may not 1, ./
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Ld much of their hay wasted by its being mixed with the mud of their stalls. Disease of course
Jr:peared amongst them ; one died at once, and others suffered in constitution temporarily or perman-

tly afterwards. - )
* ¢ The eyes of persons who have been long resident in the country have become accustomed
p this way of treating Government horses and cattle, and as they are not cognizant of the injurious
fects arising from it, believe it to be a good system, *as it makes a horse hardy and fit for

easons be suggested that the British Soldier should be made hardy and fit for service by being

eated in a similar but milder manner.* The Soldier is well-cared for, and is found thercby noless

t but better able, for the exposure and privation attendant upon Ficld Service. His horse should

o sirailarly treated and then doubtless would be as able for service. The horse to be at his best
equires great care; without care he becomes comparatively useless. If the eyes of those reconciled

y long custom to the appearance of the unfortunate Troop horse, tied out in the open by head and

. &iccls in torrents of rain, or under the mid-day sun of an Indian May, were to see a dog
. t&r their own horse, similarly circumstanced, probably they might then think in the one case
of the necessity of . a Martin's Act and in the other of their own pocket. If shedding is
generally afforded for horses, I beg to suggest iron shedding as the most durable, as being
white ant proof, as being portable, (and thereby can be removed on occasions when the Stations of
?avalry or Artillery are changed) and as being most economical, on account of reasons first stated,
E;also virtually, not costing more than wood and tiled buildings do, as wood is now very expensive,
"o ‘,;nd tiled buildings require frequent repairs. An iron gate (Ilome-made) costs less than a wooden
Yone of the same strength and dimensions made in this country. Iron,sheddings can be made at

gIIome, and put together and erected in this country at little expense.” -

' l % 3. 1 would now further add, that the past year's experience confirms in every particular the
{_assertions made in the above quoted extract. '
4. T earnestly appeal to His Excellency, in order that the question may be re-considered, in all

its bearings ; and beg to submit the following facts, with the hope, that a correct conclusion may be
arrived at by the Authorities. .

2 Veterinary Surgeons of any experience in India can testify to the great amount of loss
sustained by the constant exposure of horses picketed in the open, throughout the hot and wet seasons
in India, not only from some horses being directly killed, but from others becoming weakened in con-
‘stitution, or incurably diseased, and rendered unserviceable from such exposure ; also from a great
tamount of forage being blown away, in windy weather, or saturated in the mud of the Stalls and con-
Yerted into manure in the rainy season. .

‘1 6. 1beg to remind His Excellency of the fact of its being found necessary to issue an extra
J amount of forage to the horses at certain seasons of the year ; at the same time, I beg to note, that
‘.:were Sheds afforded, instead of this extra grass being ever required, less than the ordinary amount of

; forage would suffice. - ) }
7. I have to note certain facts that have occurred in this Px"esidency during the last few years,
bearing upon the necessity of giving shelter to horses from the hot sun and heavy rain of this tropical

”

| climate.

8. 1In 1861, the B. Battery, 4th Royal Horse Artillery, (now B. | E.) arrived at Kirkee from
"Hyderabad Sind. The horses were in most miserable condition and so weak, that the Officer Com-
‘manding had to request that some horses of another Battery might be sent to the port where they
;'were disembarked on their arrival from Sind, to assist in pulling the Battery to Kirkee. These
'Shorses had been at Ilyderabad for some two or three years, and had suffered so much from exposure
ff° the very hot sun of that climate, and from much of their forage having been blown away, with the
very gusty winds that prevail at certain seasons there, that they became in wretchedly low condition ;
lk ‘many died from attacks of fever and liver ; some died from glanders and farcy, and the remainder,
‘excepting three or four that were left behind in Sind, suffering from the effects of farcy, were embark-
ed at Kurrachee and arrived after a short and good passage, at Oolwa Bunder near Bombay, in such
a weak state that after a march of only 75 miles to Kirkee, all, excepting a very few, were unfit for
duty and had to be placed under medical treatment. Typhoid fever attacked many of them ; several

@ aan
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rvice in the Field.” This opinion is held by some but not by all. 1t might with as good -
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died from the discase, others died from diseases engendered by exposure in Sind, and about six were
after a time cast as being incurably diseased and unserviceable. In the aggregate about thirty horses
of this Battery were thus lost to the State. ) . .

9. The Officer Commanding the Battery of Artillery A. | 18 stationed at Ilyderabad broﬁght
to my notice, when inspecting the horses of the Battery in "April last, that at the end of every hot
scason, several horses are found in very low condition and impaired health, from diseases of the
liver and fever ; and stated that such ultimately either died from diseased liver or had to be cast
on acceunt of having debilitated constitutions. Consequently this Officer is extremely anxious to
have his horses kept under cover. .. . . .

10. A Veterinary Surgéon who was in Sind on duty a few years ago, informed me that every
post mortem examination he made of horses that died in Sind, he invariably found extensive disease
of the liver. )

11. The Sind horse and Mounted Policemen in Sind, are so fully aware of the necessity of
providing shelter from the sun for their horses, that they are most particular in always kecping
them duly stabled ; and this system is generally adopted by owners of horses in civil life on this
side of India. ' : ) ' R

12. 'When I inspected the horses of the A. Battéry of the 4th Royal Horse Brigade,
(now A. | E.) at Nusseerabad in J anuary last year, I found many of them in very low condition and
suffering from the effects of exposure to the sun. The Officer Commanding is so fully aware of the

- necessity of affording shelter for his horses, that he makes a rule of having every Stall of the ITos-
pital stabling at all times occupied by horses. T

13. The good effects of shedding and the evil effects of eiposure, were very clearly shown in

the case of the horses of the Batteries of Artillery, stationed at Ahmedabad last year. i
The sheltered horses were in grand condition, the exposed horses were in indiffcrent order,
and the Officer in charge of the latter, was most desirous to have cover provided for his horses.

Owing to the former Battery having been removed from Ahmedabad, the shelter desired was
obtained, and the horses that had been™ formerly “exposed were’ inspectéd by me in March last’;

when I found them in excellent order ; and the Officer Commanding had indeed reason to rcjoice '

in baving shelter for them.

14. At the station of Belgaum, Stables were erected some years ago, as horses in that Dis-
trict were liable to be attacked with a disease commonly known as *“ landwind”’ or ** kumree.”

The arrangement of the Stables was such that horses kept in them, were e'irpos.ed to incessant
draughts of wind, and became more liable to landwind than when in the open. The Stables were
last year so altered that the horses were no longer exposed to constant draughts, and by referring to
Returns in this Office, I am enabled to report, that not one case of landwind, or of death, occurred
amongst the horses of that Battery during the past year.  These horses I inspected in January last,
and I never saw horses in better conditior in every respect. ' s )

15. The Veterinary Surgeon of the 3rd Dragoon Guards stationed at Ahmednuggur, is so
fully convinced of the necessity of protecting the horses from the sun and rain, that he takes advan-
tage of an old Artillery Gun-shed, placed at the disposal of the Regiment, to keep many of the horses
of the Corpsin. Ile frequently changes these horses, so as to give every horse, suffering - from the
effects of exposure, a chance of recovering health under cover. o '

16.  All Veterinary Surgeons and most Officers Commanding Batteries and mounted Regi-
ments, invariably point out, when I am inspecting the horses of their respective Corps, certain
horses that have been gradually falling off in ¢ondition ; have become temporarily unserviceable, and
will probably become incurably diseased, from exposure to the hot sun or the rain. ’

17. Doubtless, there are some Officers, who do not think stabling necessary ; but the fact of

their having been for so long a time accustomed to sce horses maltreated by exposure, leads them to
suppose such custom is on a par with proper treatment. When such Officers have the opportunity of
seeing horses kept under cover, and, thereby means are afforded for having them duly treated, they

‘will doubtless become aware of, though they may not at the first readily acknowledge, the necessity

of cover, - These Officersbelieve that the number of horses that die or become incurably diseased from

constant exposure to a scorching sun or heavy rain, is but ordinary ; and with their experience they
can but have reason to believe the number to be * but ordinary.” L
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in'an, Officer; probably too, of long Indian experience, may affirm that eonstant expo-

ionders ‘hmhardgmiﬂﬂyiﬂ‘&d! for field service ; but such an Officer has not in his

—‘;; ' ’ﬂ] gervice been taugh i that constant exposure in allweatbcrs, entails disease leading to immediate

- Siite g Mo, T s R4 e

L geathi ot a‘r@ep?@‘mn{tuth&,‘ in all animals. . .

£131719.3 T would most re{pegt__fplly represent, that were a Citizen to 80 tie his Eorse, (or any other
;mm ) by Mmd hcehls fa be imrdly able to move, in a public epot exposed to the extreme

- pevority of the different seasons of this tropical climate, and thereby cause the animal so maltreated

- 1 become diseased,. ba would be amenable to law under the provisions of that Section of the Act of

- ! ihs Pena) Code, corresponding to the Martin's Act of the United Kingdom.

SR 20.:1fn ‘conclusion, 1 ¢crave permission to report that I can certify, that many horses of this

L Arm’ are annually, directly or indirectly destroyed, or become worthless from not being provided

Cwem SDUIDGI S

. : pr;,; ‘Qn;.rter Master General, Tead Quarters, Poona, 13th August 1864, No. 1642 ; to the Secre-

1 ,—:r :tary to Government,’ Military Department.

" fa continuation of my letter, No. 1596, dated 10th instant, Tam desired by Ilis Excellency
Lezpmw .:'?E;,'; t-

1

-, 5 1

- S R S SN #* 4 A S :

' No 81 (la fed iO&h‘TAuﬁbt 1864. Dr. Leith, the President of the Sanitary Commxssx.on. ¥hich
RSt 005150 7 corroboraes in a remarkable manner what Sir William Mans-
S it es i Trdenslellt D, . . .

‘;{ Mdhal b &’n advanced, as to the wisdom of supplying stabling on account of the men as well as the

' borsd It our mounted branches, .
‘- h"m’ ' As regards the grounds upon which Dr. Leith bases his 2nd, 3rd and 4th paragraphs, we
S bave oﬂx 1o ¢all to mind the fact that our system mnecessitates a good deal of daily exposure to the

- morning and evening sun, which, at nearly all the Stations of this Presidency, is very powerful during
B the greater part of the year from half an hour after sunrise to within half an hour or so of sunset.
TIow g R rmaeL e -

" From thé President Sanitary Commission of Bombay, Poona, 10th August 1864, No. 81; to the

Ramse i
e

: Qw M“wr :??Iwr‘l’ 2 ; is Ex “the Co der-in-Chief, communicated per-
) - ™ “w"dmm e omer ot I:;Bfix(ﬁ:eﬁioi}:zatio?m:; Seirru;Villian,l Mansfield that the
7 ;O;ai]tfr:y()igx’nils:;:;ob:l;en};?:;et::;s of satisfact:r}ixly contraslting t:fe ng(li;:rzf v:l};(())::tegorsszlsdi:::
’ ' i i 1 same class

| ;:ZZ:!OT::&::: E:::?ﬁ:lmtifi;bl? }e:vlzl}ttl;xzti%r:n:r that the observations cannot be freed from
: -,thf m;ue;:e ﬁoégis;u;:;ziec;mstt:;;?the Stations of the Army at whic

St 3G

i

h both Infantry and

mounted men, either Artillery or Cavalry, are both present, the daily sick of the latter much exceeds
' ‘ being 7-1 per cent. to 5-1 per cent. . '
e ;f th;tgfl\l;zﬁ:,bezex:ectedpethat mounted men from being more liable to accidents would be more

60 and
- in Mospital than Foot Soldiers, but this is not shown to be the case from the Returns of 1860 an

. i bly be
2 - .. ited Kingdom, nor in any country could it reasona
{: 1861, among Troops serving in the United Kingdom arly one-third here shown.

. brgnght; fow Lo mcofnnt :e:: gs;eo::;nani: x:l?:slzjt:::x: eot‘ the Bombay Army for the yealrgalrizcsli
- ;ééﬁ;az?i:ee:hﬁo:n:; men had the advantage of greater area and greater space 1n

a'céoz;x.l}?dlttgi‘og ;;ééible v?ith only the data at present available to ascertaugl :ltsu:n: e:ifl’f;“;i‘:: :fl
. precision the amount of sickness that is attributable to exposure th.flalwea feth’is Presidency, it is

" wndue amount of sickness does exist in the Cavalry and mounted Arti ez;:ed

3 highly advisable that all likely causes of det1:3egzlgefizlzresgoidoti;;s sour.ce of irjury to health
‘. 6. In the peculiar dutics of the moun

. it is picketed
: - . hi f his horse involves when 1t 13 pic
. in the exposure to inclemencies of weather which the care o duties, being performed early in the

‘ in the,dpen air.: : When thero i3 no other parrge ft?es::\?;:f the occasion of any hurtful exposure ;

morning aad late § are not in the ¥ les after them is
§ bumfh?i;ﬁ;edlfy?zf ﬁeﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁem are other morning parades, attildzzzft;tj_t;bujz :ean Soldicrs
E i :i‘eqtﬁréd. and thén the sun is high and cannot but be hurtful to the

j 'i‘ xeng&gcd in such dllty while unpmtected from 1ts pOWCI'de rays.
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the Commanderyin-Chief tq forward, pmast useful letter from .
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7. During the rains the exposure to wet and cold during the attendance at Stables required by £
Regulations is an obvious source of sickness.

8. The Sanitary Commission thinks it necessary for the better preservation of the health of
these Soldiers that they should have the shelter of a roof under which to perform the duty connected

with their horses, that is required of them.

OrpEr, No. 8338, 21st September 1804,
Communicated to the Commander-in-Chief.
* -(True Extract.)

C/%M)W

Deputy Secretary to Qovernment.

To the Quarter Master General. .
i Public Works Department ”‘# ﬁ%% :
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