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 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1Works Department,
3rd June 1864.

No, 85, Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Revenue

Kumool. 3

Comm

.
-
A} ;'

To the Consulting Engineer for Irrigation and Canal Company with eig

., Agent for

Exa S. T. Auvgustin.

Department :—

Passing orders on the letter from the Consunlting Engineer
Irnganon and Canal Company, forwarding, with his opi-
nion, certain communications from the Chict Engineer and
Agent relating to the quomon of submerged land in

(Iere enter 26th May 1864, No. 898.) -~

————

‘NT), 86 - ORDER Tuereoy, 3rd June 1864, No, 1,629.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.

do,

do,

unicated to the Consulting Engineer Madras Irrigation and Canal Company.

Seeretary to Government.

ht enclosures.
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MINUTE BY TIIE‘IIONORABLE E. MALTBY.

1. Asthe President and the Ilonorable Mr. Pycroft consider that under the circumstances
in which the Government is placed, it is advisable to accede to the compromise proposed by the
Company’s Chief Engineer, Colunel Cotton, I will not raise objection to this course, but I feel
bound to expliin my reasonsfor assenting to such a sacrifice, and to record my opinion that the
claim of the Company (o be permitted to submerge any quantity of land in making their Canal
withpu% paying for it, is unsustainable.

2. There can, it appears to me, be no question that the Canal from the Toombuddra to
the sea which the Company was allowed to construct, was to bea Canal in the true sense of the
term, and not a series of broad lakes or tanks by which large areas of land would be submerged,
and the communications of the country interrupted. It was on this understanding that land was
to be given to the Company for the Canal, and that this Government allowed work to be come
menced, on the application of the Company’s servants, before regular Plans and Estimates were
completed (No. 745, 13th April 1869). Government ordered that as a preliminary measure
the land required for the Canal should be staked out for _the purpose of its being made over to
the Company’s Engineer, and arrangements were alsd dirccted to be made to ensure to the
villagers in the neighbourhood sufficient means for crossing the Canal, I do not however find
that the Consulting Engineer, Captain (Lieutenant-Colonel) Rundall has paid due attention to
these instructions.

3. The Compayy appear to rest their claim on the arguments that they were to be sup-
plied with the land réquired for the Canal, and that they were bound to construct the Canal in
the cheapest manner. The reply is that the Canal was.intended to be a Canal in the real sense
of the word, and that such a Canal as the Company’s Engineer planned did not comply with the
conditions that neither life nor property were to be endangered by it. Itis shown that that
portion of the line which comprises the 2ad to the 5th Section will not merely endanger but
actually submerge land valued at three lacs of Rupees, and there must moreaver be coasider-
able risk to the country uader the Canal when a strong wind drives a large expanse of water -

X
SRS

indenture clearly implies a Canal with banks, and that the present Consulting Engineer does not
consider that the cheapest plan has been fixed on by the Company's Engineer or that the

- proposed submcrsion of these extensive tracts forms any necessary part of the echemo,

4. Government heard nothing of a Canal with a single embankment, until it was found
necessary in consequence of an efror about levels to carry the head of the Canal from Kurnool
to Soonkasala 18 miles higher up the Toombuddra where a new Anicut was built, This change

] of head involved an entirely new line of Canal from
Order of Slst May 1861, No. 1,016. Soonkasala to the Iindri river at Kurnool To facili

T tate the construction of this new line thus suddenly
found nccessary, the Governient sanctioned the Canal being made on the single bank principle
across ona or two vallies where no land of much value would be submerged.

5. Afierwards Lieutenant-Colonel Rundall forwarded with his recommendation Plans for

continuing the Canal eastward of Kurnool from the 18th to the 43rd mile. It does not appear
that the land had been previously staked out or that the Collector of the District had beeq consult-

" ed, but Lieutenant-Colonel Rundall remarked, ¢ For ncarly the whole of this distance the Canal

* runs along the steep slope oi" the country, and is carrie-d with a single embankment except ab
¢t those spots where it is taken across short projecting spurs or where a double embankment is -
*¢ absolutely necessary. It thus presents the appearance of a series of tanks connected by ‘short
“ cuts, its course thercfore is much less direct and consequently its length is considerably
“increased. The Chief Engineer states that he preferred carrying the Canal with these detours
* to adopting a more direct course as thereby nearly all rock cutting is avoided, &o.”
On receiving this report Government called on the Consulting Engineer to consider and
' ~ report what would be the effect of extending a surface of
Order of 16th November 1861, No. 3,131, - water over so large an area. They remarked that ibe
loss by evaporation and soakage must be very great, anl
that much cultivable land would be submerged. -
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£ his letter that the single bank system is so dapgerous and so prejudicial ’

t is advisable for Government to make a sacrifice for the purpose of

erally cn the permission which they reccived to construct -
he single bank plan, subject to tk= condition W
y thereby sybmerged. e T

TdAzincer, T am consequently influence

{o the public interests that i
{nducing the Company not to act gen
their, Canal, in the 2nd, srd; 4th and 5th portions on t
that the Company was to pay for the tracts of land which the
This permission was given reluctantly and for the purpose of avoiding any appearance
operations, The Government mistrusted the single bank
sulting Engineer, Lieutenant-Colonel Rundall, that it would

not be found open to objection, and are now advised,

or-General Ludlow give3  piglyly I believe, to submit to a large pecuniary® sacrifice o
.

the value of the sub- X
bich Government to induce the Company to make this portion of their )
N

Canal on a sounder and safer principle. This arrange-

ment will of course be made, as observed by the President, on the distinct nnderstanding that the

Government will not for the future assent to any plan which involves the submersion of lands to - '

lessen engineering difficulties. ;
;iihstanding past experience, Lieutenante '

st express regret that nctw
e still failed to appreciate correctly his pesition as Consulting

¢ wag eminently bis duty to obtain correct information by personal
h the local authorities regarding the Company’s project, so as ’
on all points which affected its interests, or the convenience

13,
of causing delay to the Company’s

plan, but were assurcd by their Con

® TIn paragraph 13 Maj
Rupees 1,15,300 s
merged lands regording %
is to relieve the Company.

14. In conclusion I mu
. Colonel Rundall should hav
Engineer. In that capacity i

inspection and communication it

to be able to advise the Government
and welfare of the people a'ong the line of the Canal. The papers connected with this question” DN
s continued to make Limself the mouth-piece of the Irrigation Company. o

show however that heha

h ter of 21st May 1861,

In bhis let No. 6, he entered in Class A without any appfication for

those lands which were to be submerged, thus Jeading the Company’s servants to’
8 to pay for al] these lands as a matter of course. His letter also of

11th November 1861, No. GO, laying before Government plans for the 2nd and 3rd pertions of

_the line was €0 much an echo of the Chief Engine}r’s views that Government had to call for the

ts local Officers, the Collector and District Engincer. The result of such 1

he public interests bas been that the Kurnool Coliector felt it his duty to telegra Iﬂ)‘xl .
: o

jnstructions,

opinions of i
attention to t

.




Exd s. T, Augustin,

F]

w0 Government on learrin

3 that permission hag been sought to submerge much valuable land
- 13 * 1 d
on the plea that it was “ for the most part unfit for cu!m-at:on," and that Government kas nov’,
to make a large sacrifice to undo the effects of o Permission which ¢}

ey were led to grant cn
Lieufenant-C’oIor.eI Ruendall's agsprn As that Officer is no longer the adviser of Govern-
ment, 1 need net ks, but I hare alluded to the subjeet to show the
importance of gt Consultirg Lngiacer in safe arg expericrced hands,

(Sizned) L MALTRY.
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continua thege remay

ways placing the office of
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«s Govercment on learning that permission had been sought to submerge much
cn the plea that it was “ for the most part unfit for cultivation,” and that Gover
to make a large sacrifice to undo the effects of a permission which' they were {
Lieutenant-Colorel Rundall's assurances.  As that Officer i3 no lorger the advi
ment, I need not continue these remarks, but I have alluded
importarce of always placing the office of Consulting
22nd April 1564, |

to the subjce
Engineer in safe ard exper;
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