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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment, .
~ 27th May 1864,

3

Read the following Circular from Colonel R. STRACHEY, R. E,, Secretary to
the Government of India, to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public Works

Department, dated Fort William, 12th April 1864, No, 14 :— -

Sir, - , .
1. Iam directed to forward a copy of a Report by the Commission on Public Works e
Accounts, together with a Resolution by the Government of India thereon, and to state that
' detailed and separate instructions will issue a3 soon as they can be got ready. '
2, Asregards the Reserve, I am to state that the proposal contained in paragraphs 9 to 11°¢
} of the Government of India’s Resolution, to limit the application of the lump sum (allotted to
‘ each sub-head of original works) which is to take its place, to works not exceeding Rupees 10,000
‘ each, will not take effect for the present. The practical powers of the Local Governments to
'- dispose of the Reserye will therefore be unchanged, subject only to the strict application of the -
" rule which prohibits any increase being made to the Reserve by transferring from savings on

No. 609.

. “specific Budget appropriations.
3. The forms referred to in the Report of the Commissioners will follow when printed.

(Signed) E.C.S.WILLIAMS, Captain, R. E.,
: - o Under Secretary to the Government of India.
No. 610, ORDER THEREON, 27th May 1864, No. 1,542,
: ' Recorded, with reference to G. O. No. 1,326, dated 7th May 1864,
. (True Extract.)

i - (Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Coloel, R. E.,
T ' o Secretary to Government.

-
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No. 15— Ta08

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL.

Pusric Works DeparTMENT,
Fort William, 24tk March, 1864.

Account. S ' :
Report of the Commission on LPublic Works Accounts.

Read a Report of the Commission of Enquiry into the system of the Public Works Accounts,
dated 27th February 1864.

ResorvrioN.—The Commissioners appointed to enquire into the system
of Public Works Accounts, having submitted their report, His Excellency
the Governor General in Council is pleased to express his approbation of
the prompt and satisfactory manner in which they have performed their
task. They have consulted every source of information which was within
veasonable distance, and have recorded: their recommendations in so brief
and unpretending, though practical a manner, that those unacquainted

with the subject would perhaps’scarcely appreciate the labour gone through
to arrive at the result, or the very important nature of the measures con-

templated. The officers of the Public Works Department in every part - \
" India wiicu they have visited, have cordially co-operated with them, and-

it is =at1=factory to the Government of India to observe from the result of
the present enquiries that, although many important changes have now been
proposed, satisfactory progress has been made during the last few years in
the provinces visited by the Commissioners in estabhsh1m order and remﬂamty
in the accounts of the Department. o "

2. The subJect matter of the report bemrr mainly of a nature that
calls for final orders in the Financial Department, the Governor General in
Council directs that the whole of - the papers shall be transferred to thaf
Department for further orders after the conclusions adopted in this Depart-
ment shall have been duly recorded. With this view His Excellency in
Council. will now proceed to consider the main conclusions of the report
which, with a few modifications that will be indicated, appear to the Go-
vernment of India to be such as may be generally adopted as the basis for

the future account system of this Department. The recommendations of
the Commission may be summed up as follows :— '

3.. The formation of a principal Public Works Account Ofice under
the Government of India o deal with the whole of the
Accounts of Public Works expenditure throughout India,
and the appoiniment of an Accountant General inthe Public Works Depart-
ment. This proposal is approved and might be carried out at once. Of

Paras, 18—25.
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retention of aReserved Fund under any form.” Hig Excellency in Council
considers that in this country a reserve in some form is at present necessary,
and the modification of existing rules proposed by the Inspector General
appears reasonable. Under this amendment certain lump sum would be
. provided against each head of service for minor works not exceeding Rs. 2,500
each. Any surplus remaining after providing
be available for undertaking new works,
Budget-Fstimate or not, but only up to
- Rs. 10,000 for each work, and on the u
amount of the lump sums taken for minor
does not exceed one-tenth of the whale sum.
cally appropriated in the Budget-Estimate would be op]

the appropriations on works included in the Budg
sanction of the Government of Indis s
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a limit of estimated cost of
nderstanding that the aggregate
works in the Budget-Estimate

et-Estimate, unless the
obtained to a different appropriation.
-head to another under the same class
any change from one class to another, as
tablishments, would stil] be prohibited as
he authority of the Government of India.

different proposals made under this head
Paras, 72—83,  or¢ generally approved and should be graflually (.:arried
out. The value of the tools, plant, machinery, instru-

ments, office furniture, and livg stock, now af the debit of the Public Works
Suspense Account, should be wiitten off in the accounts of the current year
3 a preliminary meagyre, Detailed instructions should be issucd on this

voint from this depart ; .
General. Bt Ment after consultation witl, {}e new Accountant

" aecount Payments for Liabilities as charges in the
ouil —— 3 b .
Para, 89, 8.—This change which i recommended by sound

ﬁnancial_ Principles should be introduced, if possible, by
g o the next fingpq) year,
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Para, 124, Ojﬁces; all aud; P Account i the
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conducive tg simp il crument.~This ch;_mgc, which appe¢
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0ut as soon as possiple., T the accounts, should also be carr

15, Inclusioy of all Putys, 1y,
Parss, 191159 Of th‘e Commisgy
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Funds,,appcars t0 be stot,
¢ to lay dowy

perial or Tgcal

- ppears prefergh] stated somew Lt too broadly-
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Funds Spent by 1
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gency shoulg deter » 80 far as the acc
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; and this
with as contributions to Imperial Funds, and so accounted for; an

. . in view. On the other hand, it
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agencies by proper ants as a lump sum grant for local purposcs, and the
the. Imperial Acf]?unl ’in connection with the local outlay. Itisa me'ztte;.
audit taken o i tl'naes); to cherish the germs of self-government col}jtia‘_net
f)f much pl,lb,hc it £ the Local Funds, and there seems nodsuu; :‘17;:21
1 the admzﬁlimgl:ﬁeOarrangements under which they are now dealt y
reason to ‘distur .

Govérnments. _ _

e of the Local _ .
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16.  Stores from Inglan 'fﬁcient reason for altering the existing p

not see any St
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Para- 59 by which payments in England for stores for
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i Indian estimates
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must be equally so for the stores obt
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the Governor General in Council is not satisfied that this would be gr:r(:;f:d
ble, nor if practicable, that it would be desirable. So far as th.e.a Sb e
accounts are concerned which come up to the Government of Inflm,;l 8 e
uniformity is certainly necessary, and uniformity in these involves

. o the
establishment of the same general principles of account throughout

. . o t of
country. But absolute identity in'the system of detailed managemen
works, and of actual dishursem

ent of money, and of the original accou?ti
of such disbursements, seems in no sense requisite. It will be how.ever - :
the Governments of Madras and Bombay to determine how fa}' Elnlfo}rr;;lg
of system in details is practicible, and the report of the Commission sh
be referred to them

for that purpose. I is not doubted that those 30:33;
ments will appreciate as fully as the Government of- India does, the
and importance of the diffe

Jommission,
rent changes recommended by the Comm

. . : forms
and the favourableness of the present time for introducing such re
a3 may appear really desirable,

.
e e

‘ ith the
OrpER.—Ordered, that the foregoing Resolution, together with

.o ent
original papers relating thereto, be forwarded to the Financial Departm |

Colonel, R. E.,
Secy. to the Gort. _of India.
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