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Procesdings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
' * 25th May 1864, .

: Read the following papers :—

No. 552 From Captain F. J. MOBERLY, R. E., Superiatending Engineer, 8th Disision,
to Colonel C. A. ORR, R, E., Secretary to Government, Department Public Works,
dated Palamcottah, 7th April 1864, No. 2,201, ‘ ‘

Sig, - ’ : ' ) : .
L. Inreply to G. O. No. 907 of the lstinstant, I have the honor to observe that I had no
idea of avoiding responsibility or the stating my opinion in the matter of the Steam Dredge. |
2. . I'have more than once urged on Government the advisability of giving up steam as a )
motive power in this case, but have never been favoured with any reply. K - . ?
3. Under the impression that the Government now agree with me, I beg permission to send
. all the old machinery to Madras to be sold by auction, Ido not think it is likely to fetch any _ :

price whatever at any of the places named in the Order. .

i 4. Lhave already set onfoot enquiries as to the possibility of procuring good Carpenters
from any place in the neighbourhood of Paumbem, who could enlarge and repair the h.ull and fit
her up as a hulk for Convicts. I have not yet heard of any vessel hkely to suit, but will address
Government again in reply to G, O. No, 474 of 16th February 1861, when I have furthgr infore
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- mation. .
5. 1 havethis day heard from the Railway Officers at Negapatam, through Major Syme,
that their Workshops are not sufficiently advanced to allow of their undertaking the construction -
of the Hand Dredge. I have therefore requested him to forward the model to you, in the belief  * 7
that, with it and the spoil boats lying in the Cooum, you will procure a more reliable estimate .

than I can furnish.

No. 553, From Captain F. J. MOBERLY, R. E., Superintending Engineer, 8th Division, to * T
Colonel C. A.ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, dated i
* Madura, 2nd May 1864, No. 2. _ 4
Sir, . .
L. Ihave the honor to request that the Government will re-consider their Order No. 960 - ;,_j
of Gth April, transferring the Steam Dredge from Cocanada to Paumbem. '
2. All the objections formerly set forward to the use of steam are still in existence, if any
thing, stronger than formerly ; for the sand bank channel is in good order, and the principal
employment now is cutting the angle of the reef, :
3. Even now, before the Convicts can be stopped, occasionally damagé is caused to a bucket
* orlink in the chaing by an unusttally hard piece of rock, against which the power of the steam * -
+ engine would tear several buckets to pieces before the mischief could be discovered by the ruin _ Sy
- L2
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coming to the surface of the water, . , ) - o
4. The local artificers can speedily repair the petty damage to the ITand Dredge, whereas
the Steam Dredge must be sent to Negapatam or Madras, ) ) T \

‘5. Moreover, Major Syme further reports that a fiesh difficulty has arisen in the sapply Co
of firewood. I fear that the Government Offizers have done very little towards keeping it up, »
and I hear from other sources that the proprieturs of the very considerable jungle that existed a’ . "t
short time ago have been cutting away very freely, and conveyingit to Negapatam for the Rail.”.. . .
way, . A '_
No. 854. From Lieutenant-Colonel O, W. S. CIIA MBERS, R. E., Superintending Engincer, ~ B /

Ist Division, to Colonel C. A, ORR, R.E,, S:cretary to Government, Department - '4
Public Works, dated Waltair, 3rd May 1864, No. 31, 3 ~ T
Sir, - o

With reference to the Order® of Government on the .. /'
subject of the Dredge now at Cocanada and to be sent to
Paumbem, Lhave ascertained that, whilst there is perhapsno . © -
great danger in sending her down the coast in tow of a sailing vessel in January or Febiuary S

® No.1,075 of 15th April 1864,
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next, the difficulty in eng
TeMuneration likely to be askeq for great al
by adverdsins in the Madras Gaz
vess:ls are for:hcoming for the task
No.f{,, Orper THEREON, 25th May

L Under the circumstances represented in
in this Department on the Gth ultinto,
Paumbem will be cancelied. For the
from Colonel Chambers’ Jetter No. 2,127 of the 2
small number of Punts, two Dredge
Government consider jt advisable that one of t}

2. Captain Moberly’s proposal to gen

at Madras, is not approved of, as the ¢ost of t
by the mach inery.
"Tuticorin. ’

3. The Government await Captain }[,!

hull of the old Dredge to form a hulk for th
«  received to the Order No. 630 of the 4th

4. . The model of a Iand Drelge,
Negapatam, .

March last upon

(True Extmct.)
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.To the Superintending Euginée_rs, st and 8th Divisions.
» Store Department. .
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overnment,

25tk May 1861,

aging a _vessel to undertake the job w;

e

Public 1V, orks Department,

Il be great, and the amount of

30 : it might perhaps be advisablo to invite tenders
:tre, by which it could be ascertained not ouly if sa:ling
» but also what they woull

expect to receive as payment.

1864, No. 1,515.

the foregoing Papers, the Otder No. 960, passed
directing the transfer of the Dredge from Cocanada to
present, the Dredge will remain at Cucanada ; but as,
Gth January last, i appeais that, owing to the
$ cannot be eﬂ]cieutly worked in the harbour there, the
dem should ba 14iq up in reserve.

d the machinery of the old Dredge to be sold
ransport would probably exc.ed the price realized
it disposed of by public auction at Columbo or ut

e possibility of adapiing the
observed that no reply has been yet
this subject,

alluded to by Caprain Moberly, hasnot besn received from

(Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, k. E,

Secrelary to Government.
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