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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, 3/
23rd May 1864.

No. 536. Read the following letter from J. SILVER, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to Colonel
C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, dated Tinne
velly, 7th May 1864, No. 177 :—

SIr, .

* L The Board of Revenue directed in their Standing Circular No, CXX X, dated 24th Sep-

tember 1863, Board No. 6,086, annexed to the Order of Government in the Revenue Department

under date the 10th idem, No, 1,675, that the Budget Statement of Salt works to be done in
1864-G3 should be prepsred by Collectors in concert with the Superintending Engineer of the

Division, and submitted as soon as possible. Asthe Executive Engineer Major Paxton is well

acquainted with the District and was near at hand, I requested him direct, in order to avoid

delay, to furnish me with approximate Estimates for works proposed by the Deputy Collectors ' |

in charge of the Salt Department ; and at the same time I forwarded to Captain Moberly Superin- 1

tending Engineer for his information, a copy of my letter to Major Paxton on the subject. |

2. Major Paxton accordingly furnished me with approximate Estimates, amounting to
: Rupees 30,350, for the eleven works noted in

8+ the margin, being a portion of the works refer-

Constructing Catcherries on the Platforms at

Vypt:r, Manjancolam, Palayacoil and Coolasega- 2 400 red to in the lists sent by the Deputy Collec-

rapatam... - .e . . . . '
Enlarging the Platforms at Vypar, Manjancolam, ’ tors, but the Superintending Engineer, Captain '
* Ara-ady and Coilpatam.., - s . 2,950 : et

Sonstructing & Salt road from Goolasogarapatam Moberly, informed me in his letters of the 27th

_ and Odengudy... e e« 12,000 Qctober and 16th November last, that he

Gravelling the Palayacoil Salt road... w 10,000 . .

Extending the Vypar Salt road up to the Plat. protested against those Estimates, and that he

form. - e . e . 8,000

. —__ conccived he was relieved of the duty of fur-
Total... 30,350 nishing them, from the wording of the Govern-

y meat Order quoted above,
3. Iforwarded to the Board copies of those letters, and also sent my Salt works Budget
prepared with reference to Major Paxton's rough Estimates, and the Board observed in their
Proceedings dated 12th January 1864, No. 172, that Captain Moberly put a wrong interpretation
on both' the Board’s Proceedings of 4th September 1863 and the Order of Government thereon
dated 10th idem, but that, as a recent Govern-
* Dated 7th December 1863, No. 8,600, ment Order® in the Department Public Works
will have informed him of his error, the Board
decmed it unnecessary to take any notice of his letters referred to above, and that my list of

Salt works has been submitted to Government.

4. In the meantime Capain Moberly addressed a letter to Government dated the 5th
December 1863, No. 1,423, in paragraph 5 of which he stated as follows: I bave just received
* copy of the Collector’s Budget containing the names of works and approximate Estimates, the
“original having been sent to the Revenue Board, with a request that I will prepare detailed
¢ Estimates to the amount of Rupees 81,000, end this when the whole country is under water
“ from recent rains,”

5. A reference to the Budget forwarded by me to the Board will show that this statement 4
is erroneous, for I did not request him to prepare detailed Estimates to the amount of Rupees 81,000
as asserted by him.  Major Paxton’s approximate Estimates amounted only to Rupees 30,350 for
the eleven works shown in the margin of paragraph 2 of this letter, and to this sum Captain
Moberly appeared to me to have added Rupeés 50,800, being the amount of old Estimates previ-
>usly sanctioned by Government for constructing Salt roads, and entered as a matter of form in !
the Budget, and thus made it appear that I had called upon him to frame detailed Estimates to 3
the large amount of Rupees 81,000, imposing very heavy work upon his Department.

G- I theiefure deemed it proper in justice to myself to explain this to the Board and Go- ]
vernment in my letter dated 12th March 1864, No. 96, and thereupon the Government were |
‘pleased to passan Oider dated the 11th April 1864, No. 1,021, drawing Captain Moberly’s atten-
tfon to the remarks of Government iu their Orders dated the 3lst March and 6th April 1864,
Nos, €88 and 972 respectively. '

N

® Copy annesed, 7. Dissatisfied therewith, Captain Moberly
azain addressed we on the 18:h* Apiil 1854, '
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roceedings of the Madras Government, Pubdlic "};;‘:_;“mmwn[:m
~ 23rd May 1861,

on my h,avz'ng “ brought down upon him the censure of Governmeny” through a “ considerable
mistake” on my part, “as to the Estimates for and condition of tlie Salt roads.” ] ponted out
1 Copy annexed, the misapprehiension on Lis part, ip my 1epiyt
of the 23:d idem, No. 157, and expecied all

ended there, byt Captain Meberly Las further -
1 Copy annesed, ftddre.t:scd me Ly lettert dated tho 0 April,

. in which he now states, that the eleven works
quoted above and for which the approximate Estimates prepared by Major P
Rupees 30,350, were valued by him at Rupees 81,000 at o gucss,
18 Just equal to the Rupees 30,350 of new Estimates, and Rupees 50,500 of o1y Lstimates, (ull
expended in for

mer years except a balanee of Rupees 4,715), as shown in my Budget,
"Moberly did not mentjon this argument before, in his

further correspondence on the subject would fave

axton amounted to
This sum of Rupees 81,000

Captain
previous letter, and [ submit to Govern-
5 of his letter to Government of
‘ed forth my explanhtion.

unfair that I should ¢al) dowa on Lim
modify if not withdraw my letter to the
96, on which the Government have recorded
mto prepare detailed Estimat
was any thing uafair in my stati
imates for which I requested de
imates when they are Prepared,
éiror on my part.

Ptain Moberly’s lust letter, that the awount of tigkty-one thousand
Rupees was a guess by him. Putting aside thag it Just corresponds wiih the Budget amount

(inclusive of the Rupees 50,500 of old Estimates) which led me 1o think he had by mistake
included them, a supposition strengthened by paragraph 2 of his letter of 18th April, I submit
that this last explanation does not in any way bear out such a pos'tive statement ag that made

by Captain Moberly regarding me, in Paragraph 5 of his lctier to Government of 5th December
18G3.

10. Copies of Captain Moberly's letters of 18th and
former of the two, I have not rep.icd to second, are appended to thisletter ; and I solicit Govern-
ment will pass a final order to put an end to this ugeless carrespondeace,

1. Iam very reluctant to trouble the Government again with this m
the tenor of Captain Moberly’s last lette~

carry on the controversy with him,

t, but considers that [ should
dated 12¢th March 1861, No.
but as I never called upen hj
Rupees 81,000, and as 1 cannot admit there

Government the extent of approximate Est
be prepared, even although the detaileq Est
mate Estimates, I submit there has been no

9. Inowleamn from Ca

Board of Revenue,
their orders ; 28 to the amount of
ng to the Board and
tailed Es:imates to
exceed the approxi-

30.h April and of my reply to the

atter, but looking to

» it would only interfere with the public service to

No. 527. OrpeR THEREON, 23rd May 1864, No. 1,507.

* Proceelings No. 1,459, dated 19th May 1864, The Government have a]read_y* expressed

their dissatisfaction with Captain Mobeily’s
conduct in the marter referred to in the correspondence submitted with the f.

orcguing letter, and
they now warn Captain Moberly that if he cannot show a lia'tle more .ten?pm: and d.i.SCretion, and
cannot keep on good terms with the Revenue au horites, with who.m 1t is his busine
1n concord ;13 far as possible, the Goverament will ?“_"0 {10 alternative bu
at the disposal of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R, E,,
Sceretary to Governinent,

8 to work
b to placs his services

To the Superintenling Engineer, 8:h Division.
,» Doard of Revenue.

Exd. S. T, Augustin,
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