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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
18th May 1864.

No. 449.  Read the following letter from Captain F. J. MOBERLY, R. E., Superintending
Engineer, Sth Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government, Depart-
ment Public Works, dated Yettyapurum, 22nd -April 1864, No. 2,280 :—

Sir,
1. I have the honor respectfully to request that Government will be pleased to re-consider
1 Letter No, 1,141, 12th November 1863, from the Superin. 0 No. 1,430, 7th December, and the Collec-

tending Engineer, to the Collector of Tinnevelly. tor of Tinnevelly’s No. 68, 17th February

1 Letter No. 1,207, 18tb November 1863, from do. to the .
Goltastors of Madura aud Tinoevelly. 1864, on which Goverament Order No. 972,
1 Letter No, 358, 2nd December 1863, from* the Collector of 6th April 1864 is based.

Tinnevelly to the Superintending Engiaeer, * A
' 2. 1 failto see that I have any where

complained that the Collector had undertaken work without the approval of this Department ; in
paragraph 4 of my No. 1,480, I pointed out an irregularity of Major Paxton’s which T had lately
discovered, but my complaint was that I could get no accouiits.

3. In reply to my calculations as to the amount of Local Fund available, the Collector in -
his letter 29th October, pointed out that I had omitted certain sums sanctioned with Major
Paxton’s approva), this was the first I had heard of the matter, but ifthe Collector had furnished
me, as I believed he should have done, with monthly accounts, this mistake would not have
arisen.

4. Until I heard of his having undertaken the execution of some works, I supposed that
the accounts of Local Funds which I had monthly forwarded to the Controller were complete,
but on receipt of Mr, Silver’s letter, 29th October, I requested him to furnish me with the ac-
counts which were necessary toshow the full expenditure.

5. Mr. Silver acknowledges that in my letter of the 7th November I detailed the nature
of the accounts which I required, but from paragraph 4 it appears that he did not forward them
to me till the 3rd February, .

6. My letter 12th November called attention to the irregular issue of funds, which produc-
ed confusion between bis Treasury accounts and those of my Range Officers. I enclose copy of
the letter, as I do not think it in any way bears out the Collector’s assertion that I asked for
¢ accounts of works in progress.” .

7. Theabove will I believe support me insaying that the Collector had declined to furnish
me with any accounts ; but in case they should not suffice, I enclose copi?s of two other letters
which the Collector has wholly omitted in his resumé, ‘

8. The Government have so far decided in my favor that they have ordered that all ac-
counts shall be forwarded to me ; but in connection with this subject I have been three times
censured as having misled Government and caused a breach of barmony between the Revenue
‘ and Public Works Departments. _

9. It has been my impression that all parties would work together more satisfactorily if
they understood precisely their dutiesand powers, and if there were any doubt on any subject
that it was advisable to procure a decision from higher authority. With this view I submitted
the question as to the preparation of accounts. . :

10. As I observed in my No. 2,202 of 7th April 1864, 1 have had occasion to point out
other irregularities or to make other explanations, but it never occurred to me that in this there
was any probability of ill-feeling being produced.

11. I would for example remark that more than one Government Officer has called on me
to explain delay in execution of work, which he asserted had been sanctioned, to enable him to
report to higher authority. . )

12. I hope I have succeceded at last, but I havehad considerable diffculty in satisfying‘
them that the approval of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, or of the Revenue Board, or
even the sanction of Government in another Department than that of the Public Works, was
useless until funds were allotted.
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