: S ; o f?) vDate ;)1 repa%; o \'.’: : L ?“): - s
S S . - ’B)I iniﬁs!so(tl}e'li’»\ef-e)réncér;_ ‘ — R
- MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.
~ Government of Madra
c R DEPARTME!

ated .

HNot 1o be-folded ‘or roiighly




\

e O g T iy g
e -

A

NI TR PR W

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public 1Vorks Department,
~ : 18th May 1864. : ‘ .

Read the following papers :— .
No. 427. Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Military Department.

Refquosltling to he ini;ormed whether funds can be allotted

or the required alteration to the Light Cavalry build- .

isngs at Baogalore, to adapt them ot the N of the (Here enter 12th May 1864, No. 1,606.)
appers.

No. 428. From Licutenant-Colonel F. H. SCOTT, Quarter Master General, to Colonel H.
MARSHALL, Secretary to Government, Military Department, dated Fort Saint
George, 16th May 1864, No. 4,902,

Sir,
1. Ihave the honor by order of His Excelleacy the Commander-in-Chief to inform the

Government, with reference to Order No. 1,606, 12:h instant, that money can be made jnstantly

available for the Sapper Barracks at Bangalore, by applying a part of the one lac not now

required for the Trichinopoly Barracks.
2. There are only two Companics at Head Quarters, Dowlaishweram, to move. These His

Excellency proposes to bring down by land in the cool weather, at the close of the year; means
while the alterations to the Barracks can be proceeded with.
3. The Commissariat Store-room can be provided out of the same fund.
4. His Excellency finds some difficulty in suggesting what should be done with the to-be-
vacated buildings at Dowlaishweram, as no Department needs thew, they might be put up to

augtion.

Referred to the Department Public Works for report in connection with paragraph 2 of
Proceedings of Government, Military Department, No. 1,606, 12th May 1864,
Fort SaixT GEORGE, (Signed) R. HAMILTON, Lieut.-Colonel,
17th May 1864. Deputy Secretary to Government.
(True Copy.)

(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
' Secretary to Government, D.P. W,

No. 429, ORDER THEREON, 18th May 1864, No. 1,451,

1. The Government are prepared to apply to the Government of India for a grantof
Rupees 30,000 for the Sapper Barricks, &c., at Dangalore,
* Rapees 1,09,900. from the allotment* for the work marginally noted, butit is
Barracks at Trichinopoly. .
necessary that the Estimates should first be prepared and
sanctioned, as in their orders on the Public Works Budget for 1864-65 the Supreme Government
observed that they could not but regard ©any violation of the rule which requires that no work
* should be put in hand unless on 2 sanctioned Fstimate as unsatisfactory.” )
2. The Superintending Engineer, 5th Division, will be requested to prepare and submit
without delay, in communication with the Quarter Master General, Plans and Estimates for the
works referred to in paragraphs 7 and 9 of the letter recorded in the foregoing Proceedings of

the Military Department,
(True Extract.)

(Signed) ' CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
. : Secretary lo Governmendt.

¢

To the Superintending Engineer, 5th Division.
» - Military Department. ’

Zxd. S. T. Avgustin.
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‘*Order of Government, dated 18ih March

’ T . MILITARY DEPARTMENT.
‘ PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GUVERNMENT.

Read the following letter:—

Trom the Quarter Master General, Fort Saint George. 22ud March 1864, No. 3302 ; fothe Secre~
tary to Government, Military Department.

1 have the honor, by order of Ris Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to report to Govern-
ment that, having inspected both the Stations
of Mercara and Dowlaishweram, he is able to afford
the information called for by Government* asto
the expediency of moving the ITead Quarters of the Corps of Sappers and Miners from the latter,
back to the former place. ' .

2, Itis His Excellency’s opinion, that neither of these Stationsis so well suited as Banga-
lore is.

3. Government is aware that while at Mercara, the Corps moved Annually to Fraserpett for
the purpose of receiving the instruction they could not get at Mercara, on account of the Mon-
soon, &c. At present the Buildings formerly in use at Fraserpett have almost entirely disappeared.
They were ordered to be sold or otherwise disposed of, and being of perishable materials they
rapidly went to decay. At Mercara, the Sapper Barracks still exist, but there is no accommo-
dation whatever for the Officers: those of the Regiment of Native Infantry now there, being
themselves very insufficiently provided in this respect. To make this place fitted for tke Head

1862, No. 996.

Quarters of the Corps again, these deficiencies would have to be supplied ; acd, moreover, the

Duildings at Fraserpett would have to be re-built.

4. The advantages that Fraserpett possesses, and for which it was selected, are briefly that
it is on the Cauvery ; and that the materials reqmred for Sapper instruction are close at hand,
the soil being favorable for Field works.

5. From Mercara the Corps was moved to Dowlaishweram on the Godavery, because that

post was the nearest to the Coast and therefore convenient for embarkation to Burmah, where we

then had four Companies of Sappers. It was, and is the Station, where the Workshops in con-
pection with the Godavery navigation and irrigation are carried on ; and from which the Sappers
were thought to be likely to derive benefit, and it was thought central for the relief of Suppers
in dxﬂ'erent paris of the Presidency. Dut His Excellency thinks that whatever advantages were
enticipated, they have not been realized. We have now no Sappers on Foreign service to relieve.
The Cantonment is situated too far from the banks of the river to be convenient, and the river
itself is too broad to serve for instruction in Pontooning, which the Cauvery is so well-suited for.
The Officers are very badly off for houses, there being but one house, and thata very bad one
for Officers to live in, besides the Mess Ilouse. It has been therefore necessary that some Officers
should live at Rajahmundry, and some at Samulcottah. Tt is stated to be feverish, and is besides
an extremely bot place, and therefore Europeans cannot perform their duties in the day time in
the open air, 1t is isolated, out of reach of the frequent inspection by a General Officer, which
His Excellency considers a very essential requisite. The men and the families, European and
Native, are very fairly accommodated, and it has been estimated that the value of the Publio
Buildings is Rupees 50,000, :

6. Under these circumstances, His Excellency had to consider what other place was better
adapted for the Sappers, and after the fullest mqulry, he hasdecided that, as before stated, there
is none better than Bangalore. 7

“ 7. It has been ascertained that the L1ght Cavalry Puanc Buildings can be easily aliered
to suit the Sappers, at a cost of about 20,000 Rupees. The Officers will find accommodation in
the immediate neighbourhood.. The Ulsoor Tank, though not suited as a river is for Pontooning
purposes, can yet be made useful tosome extent in Sapper practice : while for river practice, the
men may be taken out yearly to spme .,nvgpgnot:fp‘?“ {romXBangalore. The climate is such
that instruction in the open air can be catried on Bearly throughout the year, all day long. The
presence of & Geeneral Officer will always be available, and according to present distribution it is
more central than any other Station. Materials for Sapper use can be had without difliculty
directly the Rail is open, which it is expected to be this year ; and there is abundant ground for the
construction of Field works on the opposite side of the Tank, purchased originally for Cavalry
Exercise, but now lying unused.
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