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Proceedmn's of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
" 18th May 1864.

-l

_ No. 415. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. WALKER, R. E.,
~ Superintending’ Engineer, 7th Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. L., Secretary to
Government, Department Public Works, dated Coonoor, 27th April 1864, No. 404 :—
Sig,
1. Ihave the honor to submit for sanction and provision of funds from the Reserve of

1564-65, the following bridge and drain Estimates of the Malabar District, viz, :—
Rs.

A S N et b Wt st T i

1. Re-building the Wattapolliem bridge on Trunk Road No. 5 (with
. Plan)... ... 3,600
2. Constructing a 4.vent Tunnel over the Oomaloor Thodu on Trunk

. \ﬁ Road No. 5 (with Plan). ... 1,900
3. Do. a 3-vent Tunnel over Kela Thodu on Trunk Toad
No. 5 (with Plan)... cee . eee 1,200
o . 4. Do. a 3-vent Tunnel over Koodoor Thodu on Trunk
; ; Road No. 5 (same Plan). 900
A 5. Constructing Tunnels on the road from Palghat to \Ioondoor
i (with Plan) . v e ae .. 4,400

Total... 12,000

2. The monsoon of 1863, the severest for 30 years past, tested the water-way of a number
i of the bridges in the Western Districts of my charge to a most unlooked for extent ; and I reported
on the chief damages sustained in my letter printed with Government Order No. 2,419 of 25th
Avgust 1863. Nos. 2, 3, and 4 of the above list are Estimates for providing increased water-way
snd otherwise improving some minor structures damaged on Trunk Road No. 5. The Collec-
tor’s conditional offer of Local Funds (docketed on them) could not be accepted in any case ;
b certainly not when those funds were hardly adequate to meet more legitimate calls; and I pre-
ferred resorting to temporary expedients from the maintenance allowance, rather than to the
Imperial Reserve of 1863-64 then understood to be at a low ebb,

3. No. 11is called for by a more serious interruption to traffic a3 ro magnitude and also as to
position, being close to a Railway Station ; the increased water-way allowed is shown by the trace
of the old arches under the timber platform now proposed as a cheaper but perfectly efficient
substitute. Trunk Road No. 5 though entircly superseded by the Railway for goods traffic for
Yong distances, is still most useful locally aud as a feeder to stations, and must be maintained in
an efficient state.

4. The 5th Estimate provides for 26 masonry tunnels on the southern portion of the road,
from Palghat towards Malliapcoram and Calicut direct, for which the original Estimates of that
line provided very imperfectly, and over which in consequence the drainage of the country passed
at the proposed sites, It would be well to bring this line into a higher state of efficiency, as a
Railway feeder of some congequence, and portion of one of the main communications cf the

District.
No. 41s. OrpER THEREON, 18th May 1864, No. 1,445.

The Estimates submitted with this letter, emounting in the aggregate to Rupees 12,000, fur
Bridges and Tunnels on Trunk Road No. 5 and on the road from Palghat to Moondoor in the

Malabar District, are sanctioned from the Reserve' Fund of
# Under ** Communications.” 1864-65.
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(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
Secretary to Government,

To the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division.
Controlicr and Auditor of Public Works Accounts,

”

s Accountant General,
Exd, S. T. Aggustin.
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