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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
17th May 1364.

Read the following letters :—

No. 382. From I, G. SMITH, Esq., A.ctin(;r Collector of Cuddapah, to Colonel C. A. ORR,
R. E., Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, Fort Saint Geome, dat»d
on circuit at Maddenpully, 18th April 1864, No. 10 :—

S1g, ‘ . .

1. On my arrival in this District a )ear ago I found there had been a correspondence
going on between Cclonel Il¢mery, Mr. Molony, and Mr. Wedderburn about the rights of
the Ryots at Royachoti to open their usual channel, which had never before been interfered with,
accoss Trunk Road No. X1 in the bed of the river where it runs between two rams constructed
the year before, The dispute was whether by opening a spiing oa the east side of the sandy track
across the river, as much water could not be obtained as by continuing the old one on the west

- from which the Ryots had for years taken water.

2. *Mr. Molony and the Tahsildar were in favour of the latter, Colonel Iemery of the former, ’

and on entering into the merits of the case I decided iu favour of Colonel Hemery and accordingly
the cutting was shut up, but still the Ryots were loud and coatinuous in their complaints against

the order. *

3.  Whilst doing the settlement of the Talug at Royachoti last month, I had numerous
complaints made to me on the subject, and thinking that if after making due enquiry among
the Natives it appeared to me that my decision was wrong it would be only just to alter it. Ihad
the two springs opened, and after consulting with a large crowd of . people found I had been
* Colonel E. Homery. wrong, and accox.'d.lngly wrote tl-xe t?nclosed letter to.hlm,'

which I am of opinion does nof justify the answer to it (also
enclosed, particularly the last part of paragraph 3), which [ have the honor to request you,
will lay before His Excellency the Governor. |

4. The onlyinconvenience caused to carts passing along Trunk Road No. XI at this place,
is when they get into the bed of the river between the ramps (and this only when the channel
is very deep,) they have to go a few yards round the head spring which a tunnel or some other
contrivance would obviate and be a great convenieuce to all parties. This however must be
left to Colonel Ilemery, who I regret scems to be determined to do nothing in the maitter, for
there is no doubt the channel must be dug to prevent a loss of revenue.

5. Ishall now feel obliged for the opinion of Government as to whether in any case (even
supposing in the present instance there had been no diminution of water) the Officers of the
Department Public Works have a'right to interfere with a supplying channel to which the Ryots
had possessed a right for many years past without their expressed consent.

\v
No. 383. . From Lieutenant-Colonel E. IIEMLERY, R. E, Superintendinu Engineer, 3rd
Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E,, Secretary to Government, Public Works Depart-
ment, dated Camp Madenpully, 30th April 1864, No. 333 :—

Sir,
1. With reference to an official Memorandum No. 41, dated 22ud instant, from Major

Stewart, I have the honor herewith to forward a survey of the river at Royachoti, showing the
" line of Trunk Road No. XI, and the posiion of the old and new heads of the channel excavated

Lust year by the Ryots.
9. This channel is only opened out after favourable monsoons

v

2, ; thus in 1860, 1861, and 18062

it was not uscd, but last year the Ryots excavated it commencing from a spot marked C, 55 yards
above the line of Trunk Road No. XI, between the ramps lately constructed on each bank of

the river.
3. The inconvenicnce to traflic caused by this deep cut across a maia line of communica-
tion was so great that I had another head, marked & on the sk ceteh, excavated below the road,
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