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" T Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
) R . 17th May 1864. ‘

v 7 Len

Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. ANDERSON,R. E, .
Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary 10
d Masulipatam, 18th April 1864, No. 83 :—

Ne. 370.

Superintending Engineer, 20d Division, to
Government Department Public Works, date

SIR, .
1. I have the honor to report that an application was made by the late District Engineer

to the Collector of Nellore for the recovery of the small sum of Rupees 3-7-0, which had been
expended in securing the breach of an Irrigation Tank, and that the Collector, in reply to a
letter I have addressed him to the same effect, has informed

# Copy of Collector’s letter No. 79, dated * .
29thMmh 1863, enclosed. ! me* that he knows of no law under which he can recover )

this sum.

2. The duty of enforcing the performance of petty repalrs to irriga,tio‘n works was thrown
¢ of Government in paragraph 25, Chapter XT, New Code; and

the late Chief Engineert in reminding District Engineers of
t Cirg::a{sxgg: CXXXI, dated 26th Decem- Phe necessity of attending to the rules therein promulyated, *

« - .informed them that ¢ as a general rule 20 to 25 Rupecs .
¢hould be held as the minimum amount for which earth repairs should be executed by Govern-
ment,” and that Government had refused to sanction Bills fer such small works ¢ which should
age authorities or their value recovered from them.”

on the village authorities by Orde

have been executed by the vill

3. Inthe Circularin question the District Engineers were referred to the instructions

' . . conveyed in the Otder of Government dated the 20th July .
1 Chzi;fthgr;lg;"fggb.ﬂﬂc“"" No. LXIL 1859, No. 1,747, but on 1eference to that Order I do not find
it supports the expression which I have under-lined, but on the

§ Proceedings No, 1,997, dated 20d June  contrary it is expressly mentioned in paragraph 1 that the

1859.
Chief Engineer, Circular No. XXIV, 9th Board of Revenue§ had ruled that sums expended by the
June 1859, District: Engineer on petty works could not be recovére,d from

' : {ho villagers. ° - _

4, Inthe case I have mentioned the amount of the expenditure incurred is so small that

it may be considered immaterial whether the Collector recovers the amount or not, but the prin-, |
ciple involved by his refusal to recover it is of some importance; and unless the Collector has
din like cases, the Order of Government forming pa!:agraph-

power to enforce the payment incurre
25, Chapter X1 of the Code must become a dead letter, as the only means of getting such petty

works done is by having them estimated for and carried out by the Officer of the Department

Public Works in the first instance. .

5. The Ryots, because they have not been accustomed to the practice, will neglect to do .
the work, and us in many cases the work ought to be done at once, the Department must take -
it up, or réquest the Revenue authorities to interfere, and if the latter course is pursued, it would
seem to be practically iﬁ}material, so far as the compulsion employed is concerned, whether they
oblige the people to carry oub the_repair ab their own expense, or whether they employ the }
labour, pay for it, and recover the amount paid from the people.

.6, Itis, I think; most desirable that the ruleg promulgated in the Code should be stiictly
enforced; and that the payment incurred by the Department Public Works, on petty repairs not
exceeding the estimated cost of Rupees 25, should be recovered from the Ryots. It would only
‘be fora time that departmental agency would be necessary, the Ryots would soon find it prefer-
" able to do the work themselves, for the simple reason that they could do it cheaper. But of .
course, if they sce that the Collector cannot recover from them, the smallest sum which may be
expended by the Executive Officers in doing their work, they will use their best endcavours to

oblige him to do it.
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.. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, :
:  17th May 1864. -
.;‘ : R W ‘
f No. 87L OrpER TOEREON, 17ih May 1864, No. 1,425 .
- Ordered to lie over, pending the receipt from the Board of Revenue of the report called for
. m Pamvraph of the Procesdings of Government No. 1 1,509, dated 18th June 1863. '
* {True Extract.) .
\Signed) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colon], T, T.,

- . L P

_ Secretary (o Government

-To the Board of Revenue.
. . . e
»  Superiutending Engineer, 20d Division.

[V,

“Ezd, S.T. Auguétip.' :
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