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Proceedmrrs of tlze ﬂ[adms Government, Pablw IVorlts Departmem" ( . L <
L ' . 29%h Aprzl 1864 N C e R £

' < PR *,' * . . .

Read the followmrr Endorsemem of 'the Consulting Engineer for Raﬂways, dated -
' + Madras, 6:h April 1864, No. 189 :—~ . - .

Rea& the followmg letter from R. B. EL\VIN Esq.,Arrent and Manager of the Madras Rallway ;
Company, to Lieutenant-Colonel P; P. L: O'CONNELL, R. E., Consulting Enmne.er,
for Railways, dated Madras &th Apnl 1864, No. 290.- <

. Sm, ) LT A - SR ,
1. I have the honor ta sabmit an account of expnndnure! incurred "in the er’ctlon of a b
bridge at the . 305th mile of our South-West Line, and shall feel ‘obliged by your takm'r the
ne"essary steps tn recver the amount, viz., Rupzes 35,269-0-5 (thxrty -five thousand two hundred

and sigty-nina, and P;ce five) from the D epartment of Public Works. : : N

_‘; 2. The Chlef qunnﬂer, wben fo: W;rdmrr this accau:ﬂ to ma, wi th xts acco np:mun"nts, .
- . e S — T Puam ’v‘*\,... ——
offered’ the foHow ing observatmns = C . .

- - B

“ [ believe that th? Goverament is pre =pared for this cLum, but it my b adwaable :to .
state here the grounds on which it ismade; . = - .

3. ¢ Soms time prior to the construction of - the Madras Rrilway, a channel” or canal waa:
cut by the Department of  Public Works fromthe coast to the Venjally lake. It was subse-
quent]y abandoned and a bund was thrown across it‘about half a mile above the pouilz at which
itis crossed by the line. Th3 channel was spanned by a 20 foet a~ch for the purpos: of carrying .
the Rallway Oa the 23th June, owing to heavy rams, the Kudd!uhoondy rose to 16 feet ab e,
its ordmary level at this bund and breached it, the ‘waters escaping by the unfinished canal; carry-.
_'~ ing away the Rnlway arch and flooding the country for some miles:on either side, - * T

. 4, < Itissclf-evident that the breach in the Rallway was caused by the inadequacy of the
* bund to perform the work for which it was constructed.. . The Officers of the Department of
Public Works alleged, in the first mstance, that the inundation and subsequent destruction of the
Railway bridge, were due ia a great measure to the 1moed1ment offered.to the discharge of the.
Kuddluhoondy by the Railway bridge and embankment 12 miles further dowa the. stream ; but .

o - Mz, Pinson, in his report ‘of the 4th September 1863, clearly
¥ Consulting Engizeor's letter, No. 7. dlsproves this al'crranon and the Governmeni* has expre%ed

its concmrence m his news. .

- B ¢« You are aware that it has been stated by some of the Oflicers of the Madras Railway,
that the bund had not been maintained in an effizient state up tothe tim: of its failure. I :
thought it advisable to institute some enquiri2s on this pomt and annex coples of  the evidenco,
that has been collectcd. ' : - R :

o6, « The followmo extract from a pnvate letter, dltel l%h November 1863 written by
Mr. Lovell, formerly Resident Engineer at Beypore, to Mr. Anderaon shows that the attention of
€Captain Bean of the Department Public Works was d1rected to the ineflicient state. of the bund
gome years ago, and that he was warned of the danrrer to whxch the RanIWay worLs were exposed :—

“ Afier the aforesaid canal bridge was well “on _to compleuon, there was a heavy flood-
“ over the country, and observing a great extent of land under water, I rode up to east -of line
* and found an extensive dam across ‘the canal curtmg, anl the flood-water within one, two or*
“ three feet of the top. 1 forget which, and at the’same time that the dam reqmred some repairs.
« I remember [ wrote at once on the subJe'-t to Cap‘ain Bean at Cahcut, pomtmn out this, and
* informing him that if this dam was not kept in proper repair, the consequence would be that
¢ gome day the Railway bndfre would be swept away I regret that the letter referred to is
not forthcoming. It may perhaps be discovered in lh'e Engmeer 3 Olf{if:e at Ca'ltcuﬁ, if a search

~lemade. = . A et : I Y

- - ¥

v .- < These documents appear to me cIea,rIy £ prove neolect; on the part of the Department
Publxc Works, and therefore lmblhty for the damag(,d done. - You will observe that Nadoothodi
Moosacooty, one of the witnesses whose deposmon has bcen taken ha.s mads a clalm on Govern-

m:nt for damage caused by the inundation, auq that the va.hdlty of lus claxm has been recocnxzed

"l‘he same prmcxple, I think, must obtain in the case, of damzwe sustamed by the Ranlway o
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ST B Forwarded for the orders of Government,

% I an Ocder of the 18k Deggpey tast No. 3,748, in the pupiie 1y
Goveramont were of Opinion that- the OVer-topping of the

orke Department,
* to the bank of the tank hayin,

" bridge at the 395th mile,

4. Asthe present letter anq it
ment Public Works, 1 relrain f,

FSigned) PP L. O’CONNELL, Lieut.—Colonel, R.E,

Consultz‘ng Eﬂgineerfor Railwaya.
Tfansferred to the P

Fort Sains Geo7ge,
Otk April 1864,

* . ——
',’bu"f Works Department for consideration and dispogy]

(Signed) 4. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secpey

ary to Governmens,

ion the _deemment bad of the by

under date the 29th July 1863, in Paragraph’g of which he
that, in Capta._in Bean’s opinion, it haq possi
waters of the Kuddulhoond‘yfor Mulleapo, i
- dulhoondy Railway bridge embaukmeng -
3. This t baving S
oI Teport haying. the passagq attributing (he
Iway bridge
h Septembey 1863,
Py of a lettep from
ult of per.

ondy hg risen above the
that FIYer into the v

ailway works,

Venjally lake bund was not owing

enjally lake and -
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~3’Tocecdi;ms of the Medras Government, Pullic Worl.s Dep‘a»rtme:zt,
: ° 2% April 1864, .

.

S e et - e

i icate Le Super-
Mr. Pinson’s letter, with the Agent's remarks, having been comnu?:;:a.e]i to!; o l t‘tér
. roLi » . . . R Valker in ale
i 4' Engineer for any obsorvations that he might wish to offer, .(,olone ‘V. i arrived,
mter(lld;;i \Tg mber 1863, No. 243, disputed the conclusion at which Mr. Pinson ha X
date th Nove 3, .

- P 4 - | I y ] Le v
d th T fel‘ence to the a“e Jation thﬂ 4 thc over top B Q b € th g f th 3 enja a .
ag 1 W (¢} =3 - g and rea fl Q ; I

W ] iSd1ct nilad,
. ] ‘ ¢ h]
eulbal‘lk["ent were attr.blltab e to its def§¢Ct1‘e COII(] ion l.(} rave a (l SELACT ¢ ent: I
. o

| 3 N7 2 AN f .
5. 1 ts Proceedings under date the 18th December 1863, No. 3,748, the Government after
. Ini g .

A ’ i ini g ‘ I“tinc Of th&. )
h f 11 t Dsldel‘ation Of lhe Sub' iy l‘ecO' I‘ded ltS Oplnion (0 LLO eﬂebL that thc bu S
't e E u (':‘S Co ect . o 3 .

TR At but
i its { t being in an inefficient state of repair,

j 3 not occasioned by its embankmen ng in 2 - .
Ven)a“yfllake ‘;atshe pent up waters of the Kuddulhoordy into the lake, a};ld thta.t tix;lswr:ﬂ:c:icthsf
bytthe "‘; lu'l!:yoany ariificial obstruction ereated by the Railway, but l{yt e natural incap ity
not caused , !

' d.
“the channel of that stream to carry off an extreme flood.

6 e Gove t see ing 1 v laid before
The G i8 sti i ini It sees nothing in the papers nov
rument is still of this opinion, : ' ! ek
. h :oepted a3 proof to establish the fact of the V_ enjally lake embz:ll;l.xmen aving
ot intal ;1 in a very inellicient state of repair. If the statements that nothing had been
been maintaine y

Fz i d been
doﬂe lO 5 ; i G, v b Sho a not ng l]a

- J ! [-] y >

: lt fUl tHO cars be W Olﬂ) an hll) 1]]2 na e taken '0 th t h

. tintending Engineer that the asser-
rouired. The Go"e"f‘me"ft tlt‘:setrl;:ai‘j;:‘:::ebo:i:lze aftt?lfutable tonits defective jcondition is
tion of the over:topplng . lusive evidence, the Government is not prepared to a-ch}n? tI}o chz;rge
e s, and without CO":lhe Public Works Department. On the other hand, it is not clear
B o e ot o ag required by Clause 4 of its Contract, had taken effectual mea,sx}:res
that the Railway Co:?fany,' jury or destructicn by inundations, tempests or other causes w z;t-
0 protect s Worlfs  th 1:;J'dfe at the 395th mile across the Poorapamm.ba. canal, ar-xd only
“soever.,” The site of thz :,;ent of an artificial luke, scems such as emmen?]y requue.d the
2 fow yardy below* th? o r::[:wements being provided, and the Government believes tha(l:llf the
most thorough prmecn?e} § ro aer foresight, been designed to allow the- same outlet gs tbe (:lr::;
original bridge ha.d’_ wit 1.spnOItJ likely that the Railway would have sustained any damag; y u e
pow eubstimted br 1o I lh width to which the canal was extended by the dl-schm"ge ig)x;l :e
e e fodr toi 180 feet, while the clear water-way of the new bridge is 210 feet.
S on]": o s’= bankment to withstand the effect of the unprecedentedly he}z:.v‘;'1

R mllm:e o'f (tihtrftx:flxe lke on the 28th of last June by natural causes, ovedr wr 1c’
food, Wh'iCh o ihj,l:tea lears to have been utterly unavoidable, and the Government ecline
© contml’ T p:{as}lw: (F;E))mpany's claim for damages in any shape whatsoe.ver. ' .
’ entert;l‘? o 'm'ed )];ill which accompanied the papers under consideration will be returne

8. he receipt | |
to the Agent and Manager, ) (Tree Extracty” |

(Signed) CITARLES A. ORR, Colonel, RD t
' ' " Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division,
Financial Railway Department.

. Consulting Engineer for Railways, with receipted Bill.
o

»

Exd. S. T. Avgustin:
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