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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department,
28th April 1864. o

- L]

Read the following letters —

No. €60. From Captain F. J. MOBLERLY, R. E,, Superintending En.gineer, 8th  Division, to
Colonel C. A, ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government, Department Public Works, dated
Palaumcottah, 7th April 1864, No. 2,202 :—

Sig,

1. T have the honor respectf"illly to submit the following remarks for the consideration of
_Government, which may I trust induce them to withdraw, the censure passed in Government
Order No. 888 of the 31st ultimo. , .-

2. I would in the first place observe that this is the first I have heard of any breach of
harmony between the two Departments ; I regret much that it should be even supposed to exist,
tut I cannot believe that the Government would wish me to permit what I conceived to be
opposed to their orders, even though I risked offending the Collector.

3. When I joined the Division, I found that several irregularitie; prevailed. I need not
enter into any details. Some were rectified immediately on my pointing them out ; others were
continued for a while lenger. :

4. But asregarded the Local Fund accounts I could obtain no satisfaqtory reply. In para-
graph 14, Goveinment Order No. 392, 4th March, the responsibility of proper and economical
execution is clearly put.on the Engineer Department. I was under the impression that I had
been always entrusted with the duty of examinirg the work done by the Collector, a duty
which we have performed for several years. o

5. As however, I could procure no accounts or report of progress, I laid the matter before
Government in_my No, 1,430 of the Tth December, in which Mr. McDenell considers that I

have mis-stated the case.- , . _
6. Ibegto p0>int out that the letters quoted by him only show that, if I had lkooed in the
records, I should have found that the Acting District Lngineer forwarded aletter from his Assis-
tant in which they promised to provide an Estimate, and suggested its execution by the Sub-
Magistrate. 4 , -
7. T have never professed ignorance of the existence of the fund or of an Esiimate having

been made for the execution of work from it. I asserted then, and regret that I have to repeat

now,that up to this time I know not how much money was available in May 1863 or how much

has been spent since. , . ‘

8. When I saw Mr. McDonell in his Cutcherry s'noitly afcer [ received Government Order
No. 43, Tth January 1864, he expressed his surprise that such a reference should have been neces -
sary, since as Collector of Trichinopoly he had always furnished them to the District Engi.

’ neer; in his letter to the Revenue Board 24th Febmaryv186 t, Mr. McDonell again acknowledges

that I had some grounds of compluint,

9. Iam at a loss to understand why he should afterwards consider that my proceedings
tended to sny breach of harmony. I might point out that with a change of names the letters
which produced G. O. No. 201, 19th January 1864, deseribe accurately a discussion which took

*  place between the Collector of Madura and niyself, but the reference made by Colonel Chambers
was not supposed to have caused any ill-feeling between him and the Collector.

10. Mr. McDoaell in his paragraph 5 considers my objection asto the system of work
unfair. Dut the part he quotes is merely meutioned in a parenthesis inmy letter ; he ignores
the main complaint, which is ¢¢ that the Tank diggers’accounts were not gettled foreight months;” -
there is, however, no difference between Captain Payne’s advice and the remark in my paren-

Captain Payne nowhere suggests that they should take all the worst places at once.

thesis.
11. My complaint is thatinstead of completing one ortwo bad places ata time the Tank
diggers had scattered themselves over the whole 15 mi_les and finished nothing.
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Proceedings of the Z‘Iadras_Govern;nent, Lublic Wor

:s Depariment,
S - 28tk April 1864, -

12, T may observe that Captain Payne l.as

since reported to me, that the Sub~lfﬂg's!r&t;
has actually made the same complaint to him ; that he could not coutrol the Tank diggers,aniba

not settled their accounts because they would pot

work ashe bace them.
13. The Revenue Bcard in for\varding

appear to have been perfect!yin rule,”
I amleft in- doubt whic!
or of the Salt works paid

as Mr. McDonell ha
1 Was correct ; meanwhile, I re
*for from Imperial Funds,

No. €61, From Captain T, J. Ao
to Colonel C. A, ORR, L. E., Secretary to Governme:
dated Palameottah, 12th April 18G4, No. 2,225, . :
Sig, ‘

Referring to my No, 2,202

ofTch April 1364, T havo the honnr 7t report that 1 base sinee
received the Local Fund account

8 8¢nt, as they should Le, through the Range Oificers.

.

No. 662, OrDER THEREOY, 9

The explanations furnished by Captain Moberly though failing to satisfy ths Government
that sufficient care has been teken by him to maintain the barmony that has hitlerto existed
between the Departments of Publie Works ang Reveaye, yet leal them to hope that the cordial
co-operation of the two Departments Was not more thap temporarily weaken:d and Las now Le:n
thoroughly restorad, )

Sth April 1864, No, 1,217

(True Extract.)

s

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORIR, Culone}, 1. E.,

Sceretary ts Gurernment.

To the Superintending

*
Engineer, 8t Divis'on,

- Exd. S, T. Avgustin,

the letter remark that * the Collector's p:occcd.ng'i
sissued orders reversing Mr. Levinge's
ceive no accounts either of Local Fuads

BERLY, R. E, Superintending Fnzineer, 8.h Division,
t, Department Public Works,
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