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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, .
: ‘ 25th April 1864. '

.

- . .

No. 5384, Read the following letter from the Honorable C. PELLY, Member of the Board °
of Revenue, to J. D.-SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated
Madras, 2ud April 1864, No. 1,692 i~ " ’

. -

o . ‘ : " Sin,

- 1. Referring to my letter on the Village Establish-
ments of Salem (paragraph 13), I have now the honor to
report on the requirements of the District in respect of
Nirguaties.

To Government, dated 20th Augnst 1882,
No, 1,363.
L]

2. The present Establishment of Nirgulnties consists of

From colﬁiiﬁf‘dfﬁiﬁbﬁl?f;m 1836, the Establishments for the three large river channels, which
TON& 2,;‘9&-‘1 th May 1863, No. 1525, alone the Collector proposes to retain; and of the Nirguaties
From do. dated 19th Oct. 1863, No. 2,665. for the minor works of the District, which the Collector and
;:oi;"dg;“::teg(r&&;ﬁtc’h 1&663;’ };\: ;:(;85'; the District Engineer consider to be unnecessary. Mr. Arbuth-
. . nott is of opinion that the  proposed Ordinary Village Esta-
blishments are sufficient for looking after the irrigation works in their respective Télugs” an

opinion which the District Engizeer and the former Collector Mr. Brett also hold.

3. This Establi-hment for the ordinary work; of the

Teuk Establishmest. District consists of :—
RS.
358 Persons who have emoluments in land valued at... 2,883
“and 7 Persons paid in cash ver  ees 87
Total... 363 Men . . 2,970

. & Asthe local Officers deem it unnessary to revise
this Establishment and would even abolish it, I propose for
the present at least to leave it as it is. Until the' new Village Establishments are introduced it
would be premature to reckon on their undertaking the work now performed by these Nirguaties,

and if the Indmws are resumed it may probably be found necessary to supply men on a fixed
salary to perform the work now done in past years by the Nirganties who enjoy hereditary
Infims. Itwould not be right to deprive these tanks and water works of their accustomed
er to transfer their funds to supplement the three river channels, as has been
See letier from District Engineet to Chief proposed by the *District Engioeer, I would therefore
Enginoer, dated 16th September 1862, , propose to leave them untouched for the present. -

To be left as it is. .

. 5 1 have had ‘to make repeated references to the
Canal Establishment. .. Collector before I could obtain full information of the exact

nature of the Establishment employed on the three largs river channels, which has unavoidably
delayed the submission of this report.” From the.Collector’s reports and explanations it appears .
that an Establishment for the superintendence of the channelsis entertained, and paid partly by
Government and partly by the ‘Ryots, and that the Ryots provide labourers at their own cost at a
certain known rate for working at the chanunels, Allvthat it is now proposed to do is to revise .
the Superintcnding Establishment,” It is not proposed to interfere with the system of supplyirg
. labour that hes leng existed and which apparently works

e From Deputy Collector, dated 4th Jone well. For much information regarding the system in vozue
igfﬁ'(i)z,ﬁf;', 3‘;‘;”‘ Colleator, dated 1 ywould beg to refer you to the Deputy Collector Ramien-

1 From Collector of Salem,dated 4t March  og 1% jopert® and to the Memorandum#t containing the Collee-
oot ‘ “tor's1eplies to my re_xﬁaxks,»xhich form enclosures to thisletter.
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2. Proceedmn's of the Madras Government, Public ¥, orks Department
25tlz April 1864, '

¢

. 6. The Establtshment exclusxve of Corumbals or

]abourers, at present entertained for the care of the three.
Cauvery river channels called :— :

Pruel;t Establishments.

.

Length in Miles

See Revised Statement No. 2 io letter - 1 . A
from Collector, dated 4th §uch RISM . Paramutty, Rajah Vaikal Channel ... 20-' <
o. Rs . _ g
Total Establishment .. 193 4,503 2. C"mamPOhem. . do. . 8 and
Deduct Corumbals we 102 2,448 3. Moh . .
Remains for Establishment 91 2,055 . onanur . do. 16

— S——

How paid, , amount of 2,055 Rupees, The Superintending Estabhshment
is payable partly by a small land Isam belonging to one person of the value of 3 Rupees, partl
m cash by Government to 6 persons 204 Rupees; but ichiefly by fees valued at 1,8 48 Eiﬁpeei

Its duties. 7. The dutles of the servants of this Establishment are
as follows, viz, +—

(1) Momcrar and Assistant Monigars, superintend the

2.) Conicopillais keep the accounts, &c.p ’ Channels and 0perat10ns.
(3.) Neerani is the head of the Coolies.

(4.) Corumboo Peons are under the orders of the Monigars.

(5.) Karay Peons protect the channel banks,

(6.) Tannikatties attend to the sluices and distribute water.

(7.) XKondivetties keep off stray cattle. . L -

(8.) Mooppens and
. (9) Palayans

(10.) Painakaren, a head of Coolies.
(11.) Ameen, an officer employed by the Department of Publi i
W
were placed under the charge of that Department. reriorks since the works

collectv Coolies. C o .

Feea. « 8. The fees for the r
emuneration of t
ment are levied under two heads :— 0’ he Evtablish-
1. Sotuntrum-
2. Corumboo fees.

They are vety irregularly paid and the Establishment is in an ineflicient state

9. The first, the Sotuntrum, is a grain cess payable at various rates, and s eciall

. for defraying the cost of the Su ’ s ot

perintending Establishment,
‘The value of this fee cess at the commutation rates of f,
s@;}remorandum. paragraphs 5, 6, 8 and  years isonly 553 Rupees, but land brought under culn\:tm e"
since the survey should also pay its fair quota. It has b on

a matter of just complaint that those Ryots, holding land watered by the channels af the sur -
alone pay the fee, while the occupiers of new land receiving the benefit of the water are ex vety ,
this is manifestly unreasonable, all should pay their quota.  Applying the cess 1o thoseeggd
also the value of the whole Sotuntrum at the old commutation rate is 639 Rupees; computed a:
the average rates of the last 10 years, the value of the fees is doubled, and will be 1,263 Rupees,
- The Collector recommends that these fees should be commuted at the average rate of the last
10 years, and entered as a charge against the Ryots in their Puttahs. It would be a charge of
about 44 Pie on every Rupee or 2:28 per cent. on the demand, but not actually more than they

Sotuntrum fees.

"’ - are now liable to pay in fees. These fees were commuted in 1268 Fusly into a cash payment,

-'B' ” . f C ‘n or o the Bosed of but on the "complaint of the Ryots Mr, Knox the Acting

ea Jetter from Collector to 8 Boa

" Revenue, dated 16th Juno- 1802, 8% Collector reverted to the old system, much it would seem to
the detriment of the Establishment.

" Corumbeo Feer. ™ + 10. The Corumboo fees are of a different kind. The

’ - . - Corumbals are the lubourers which the land- nolders are

£ .
[

R

consists of 91 persous, wbo receive’ remunerations to the --

wa ey

- Memorandam, paragraph 30.
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Proceedmn's of the Madras Government, Pudlic Works Department 3
25th April 1864.

>

bound to supply for working at the channels. The complement which each Ryot has to supply .
is regulated by the extent of land which he occupies. A full

Memorandnm,'pnragraphs 8tol4.
_ explanation of the method adopted under each channel is

given in the Memorandum already alluded to. A certain area of land, either a Karay or a Chai
of land is responsible for one or more labourers ; as for instance under the Paramutty channel
each Karay of land retains one labourer, half the number of this complement is constantly
employed on the channels, and the other half is kept in reserve, and is frequently called out,
These are desmnated Nija and Rettippal Corumbals. On emergencies which occur four or five
times a year the Ryots have to supply another rate of one man per Karay. These are called Nal
Rettippdls,_ If a Ryot ueglects to supply his quota of

Rettippal that is withheld, is imposed, and a fine of 4 Annas for each Nal Rettippal not sent.
11. It might seem from the above that the Sotuntrum fees were originally intended to

provide for the payment of the superintendence, aud that the Ryots were responsible

only for the supply of labour; but in fact this is not the case. The Corumboo labour

demandable from the Ryots has to a certain extent been as it were,
a cess for supplemenuno the Superintending Establishment, A certain number of Karays

of land are exempted from the duty of supplying Libour, but are assessed with a grain .
foe contribution in lieu of labour. This is the Corumboo fee. In Paramuity channel out of

284 Karays of land 66 Karays are exempted from the supply of labour, but are assessed with a
grain fee cess as a contribution to the Supermtendlno- Establlshment The Mohanur Channel out
of 122 Karays sets apart 21} Karays for the same purpose. *But under the Comarapoliemn chan-
nel the plan is different. Ouat of 17 Corumbals for which the lands are liable, two men are sent

to the Establishment and employed as Ngeranis. The Corumboo fees vary according to circum-

stances from 15 to 72 Marcals per Karay ; and are estimated in the ‘gross on the whole lands to

represent a value of about 4,83% Rupees. Out of which so much as represents the Karays of land

set apart for the Establishment is taken for that purpose, and is enforced in case of recusancy by
stopping the supply of water to the defaulter’s land until it is paid. Itisfurther to be observed
that though a certain quantity of land is freed from sending labourers in consequence of its
contributing a fee in lieu of labour, yet it is not the same land in every year that is so exempted.
The Ryots settle among themselves what set of lands shall in each year accept the liability to pro-
vide for the Superintending Estabhshment.

12, Such then is the present system. A Superintending Establishmentis paid by land
In4m, by cash from Government, by Sotuntrum fees and by
Corumboo fees. The labour required for the works is sup-

plied by the Ryots.

13, Itis not proposed to alter the system of labour supply Noue of the local authorities,
neither the Deputy Collector in charge of the T4lugs where the

Resumé of present system.

-

Proposed system.
" E charge of the works, nor the Collector, recommends any

' No change recommended ialabour sapply. change in this respect. There are several objections to a plan

. suggested of relieving the Ryots from the necessity of sup-
plying “labour, and, introducing a cess to meet the charnes of undertaking the work by a pald

- Establishment ; they are :—

First.—That the fee cess would not be sufficient to supply the quantity of labour perma-
nently and occasionally and on emer"encnes required, and which the Ryots are bound to, and

do now, supply.

Second.—That to exact a furthet cass to represent the ex tralabour for Nal Retbxppals

_now supplied by the Ryots would be a bardalnp on the Ryots, ‘would be objected to by them,
_and would be dxﬁicult of reahzatxon _

[N . -

labour a fine of 2 Annas a day for each Nija Corumbal or |

commuted into

channels are, nor the Engineer who has had the immediate_

M e e o gt i e = —
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4 Proceedings of the M a;l;;c;s jov‘erl:'z&int, Public Works Depar:.tment, } Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department 5
t April 1864 " X j - 257 April 1864, :
hird.—That if the f t x - ? \ | - . |
Thir ;, 1{ 1;'1? ees were commu ed and collected by Government the Ryots would | ‘ the customary fees at the average rate of the ten last years (which is a legitimate proceeding) a
Le absolved from & 1 liability for customary labour, and would look to the Government alone for .ot ‘ . S ) ] 5
. . . ) A fund amounting to 1,263 Rupees would be raised. Add to this the
the efficient maintenance of the chaunels; campl?xn[s would arise if there was any delay in ° , J & vernment su o . 204 and
executing the numerous operations the necessity for which is constantly arising, and applications ' :‘ _ l ]noém,_, ' "'.m,.. o ...... A
for remissions of revenue owing to defective crops in consequence of repairs neglected, would ; T e
emberrass the Government servants. ° 4 ! The total Assests amountto 1,470 Rupees, which
Fourth. That the cost to Government would be much greater than the assets, and at the ’ . | a deducted from... «e 2,730 Rupeesthe cos't ofthe.revised Establishment
same time the work would not be performed so well or so economically under tl,x'e Aperi . : v leave a deficiency of ... 1,260 Rupees. This deficiency should properly
tendence of low paid Government officials as by private individuals familiar with use.sen:l- ' be made up by Corumboo fees of the Méfikarays or those lands which, as before noticed, have
posséssing local influence and knowledge and actuated by self-interest. e men been set apart for the payment of the Superintending Establishthent. But thereis a difficulty, as
Fifth. That to collect the fee cess which now represents the amount of labour for which * | explained by the Deputy Collector, in fixing what Karays should be selected fo contribute money
the Ryots are liable to be called on to supply, would be, in fact, to collect what, to the ext “ as a permanent arrangement. And Mr. Arbuthnott (the Collector) is of opinion that the whole
. of one-half, is the wages of their private labourers; for one-half only of the com’l’lemcm fe:t oo | body collectively should bear the cost of maintenance of the Superintending Establishment, as .
Coolies is employed at the chaunel head at a time, the other half is at work in the Ryotg’ ﬁ° h; °. : well as to provide labour, and this appears to be an equitable and convenient arrangement. He
o and further, as the poorer Ryots give their quota of labour by going tt YOI Helds ; would impose a general cess on all lands falling equally on all, to take the place of the existing
. . . . . . Y going thermselves orsendine one of y P g geq . . .
their family, the commuting of their labour into money and collecting it from the R ° ] x Sotuntrums and Corumboo fees now faid. Mr. Arbuthrott shows how he vyould thus provide the
impose a cess which in reality they bave never hitherto paid, . yots, would _ | funds required for each channel, - o ’ . ‘
Sixth.” That the present system ig also more accept: A . R : i ;
labourers than a monthly salary of 2 or 3 Rupees would ePlable and more advantageous to the a Funds for the Paremutty Channel.  I7. Fimstis the! Paramutty Rejah Vaikal, the most
. ). .y pees would be. M 1 ‘ . important of the three. The assets under it at present pay-
Chﬁ'?aﬁif}f;%ffd i the Seperiendng 14. B“t changes are Proposed jn th e . : able to the Superintending Establishment are:— ‘ .
Establishment, and in the mode of proc ¢ Superintending - B S _ » '
funds for its payment, uring the necessary " Value of Corumboo fees commuted at average price of B3,
15. The Establishment that is required and which ha ten last years... vos T e we 2,070
: . : 8 be . : : .
local Oficers, for the three .channels, is to consist of seve“t)’-se‘,en:ca"ef:uﬂy considered by the : . Do. of Sotumrgm e e —_63‘1
monthly 227 Rupees 8 Annas, and aonually 2,730 Rupees, in sy eren, v.vxth salaries aggresating ) | \ pyom
blishment as follows :— . - percession of the existing Esta- ' | Government allowance... Ceee L e 120
Talle of Establiskment. i Total Assets... 'l 2,797
: ' : Proposed cost of Establishment for-this channelis 1,674
Paramutty Channel, Co'f‘a"aPOth M : - : -
___ Channel, ohanur Chanpel, g Surplus of funds . e 1,123
—g 2 '5'5' S = g f‘: ; ' In the above Estimate of assets the land still liable to the cess is not included, viz. : 670 acres
Designation. 2 : g | . g g §1 32 §- ‘ ; . . , ~ cultivated subsequent to the survey. The sum to be pro-
21 s 3 E_ 21 |5 ; 5‘; g =3 . ; ; @ Rupees 1,674 — 120 = 1,554 vided by the Ryots is 1,554* Rupees, which distributed over
2 . g % g g g &l & E s | & fg_ S 1 B 4 . the Jands would be 9 Annas and five Pice per acre, or if rated
° al hall ia S A=) a é 5 3 | on the assessment would be 8 Pice per Rupee. - :
— = 4," - » v ' . ,
RS : . . .
Corumboo Monigar.! 1] 14 ?i‘ 12; 1 léS. Rs. | Rs. Rs:| s, ns- e { | Funds for the Mohanur Channel. 18'.(1 .Ux}d;r' the Mohanur Cha.npel the Corumboao fee is
Assistant do. 21 7 14 | 168 1 . 6 1721 - 11l¢ 6| 5o By » : now paid in cash :—
C:omco;?lﬂai... | 11 4 4 48 516 160 1135 5| 6ol a2ss : ; . ' ps. A, P.
%eerz}{x{les' o el 2050 10 L2o |1 3% ol b I R I 43 ' J : Tts value is.. oo 267 0 O
Cz?xrcli\ivztttt]i?s' 2 g 2t 1288 { 213 .6 75 l g 4148 200 : ! oo Do. of Sotuntrum fee paid in grain... ... 297 0 0
Mooppers . |10] 3| MY 113 13 50l o)y |TgM] ) - ,; - Iofmland,. e e e e 8211
Village Monigar ...| 10| 2 | "20 | 240 ? ; 3 201 4117 4 ;’é ;9;', ) . . N - e—
Peons... .. .| 9| 84| 313318 | 2|31 |7 gi 312 | 6|72 336 - P A Total Assets... ... . 47 211
T - —_ . 3311103126 | 588 o : s \ Proposed cost of Establishment... ... ... 642 0 0
otal... | 47 | ... ) 1393 1674 | 11 | w. |283 | 414 10 e v eeme R T . o —_—
see G40 ! .t .. ) . v . ' ‘
» : : > 32 .2’7-30 X A Deficiency of Assets... - e o ses 9413 1
Fun ds available for payment of Establigh. 16 L - . o . —_—
menhtiemorandcm. parngraphs 24,27.  the Sommo mee;\ the cost of this Lstablishment there aro ' : ; 20" . of Rupeds 642 — 8 = 630, The charge on the Ryots would be 639 Rupeest or 95 above
tion ratcs tm?'3 "I:" These amount at the old commuts. : ! Lot e : ' their presént_ contributions. The incidence would be 12
: ‘ 0 85 eq : : . ’ : . . . : L sy .
land brought under cultivation ‘since the survey and :v?}:iish' ::Z r::l.::s Sbou?(;l be added the | : Annas and 11 Pice on each acre, and 10 and § Pice on every Rupee ; the rate is higher than in
made liab! sg a) i . . yet, and shoyld e ’ : . 1
iab'e to the cess also, which would raisc the amount to 639 Rupees, l ‘Again con-m::;: ‘ : .the Paremutty Channe
. . 2

.
.
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6 Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, Publzc Works Department,
25th April 1864.

.-

19 The Corumboo fees have - Leroe also been paid in

. cash, and the assets are, ‘ RS.
Value of Corumboo fees'* . e e L 144
Do. Sotumtrums... . 190

" Total fees... ... 334

Government allowance... e LT e 84
g Total Assets... ... 418

" Cost of proposed Establishment .. 414
Surplus of funds... ... 4

The net cost to be borne by the Ryots is 330+ Rupees or
4 Rupees less than they are now debitable with. This sum’
distributed on the cultivation under the channel will fall at 9 Annig and 8 Pice per acre, and at
1 Annaand 1 Pie nearly per Rupee of the assessment,

20. This proposition of the Collector seems fair and reasonable. - Each channel should bear
the charge of its superintendance, and with the exception of the Mohanur channel this can
be done without lmPOSlno any burden additional to what is now in reality imposable. The
extra cost to the Ryots of the Mohanur channel, in order
to place them all on nearer equality, might be made good by
a Government contribution of 95 Rupees, At present there
is no Govemment allowance to this channel but the other two channels receive respectively
120 Rupees and 84 Rupees.

21, By the plan proposed the coﬂechon and “payment of all fees for the §
Establishment would cease. The cess in lieu of these fees would be entered in t
tahs and the Government servants would see the Establishment paid, and the R
tribute their ordinary labor punishable for neglect under Act Iof1838. I Wou
the Collector observes, to have a Legislative Act for levying the channel Conserv

22, The cost of the Superintending Establishment for the three Chanaels,

1 Rupees 414 — 84 = 330

Deficiency of assets in Mohanur to be made
good by Government,

uperintending
he Ryots’ Put.
yots would con.
ld be necessary,
ancy Cess,

and th i
which it is proposed to raise the funds for meeting that cost may be stated ag follows :imode °
- Cess on Ryots h
Pfoposed to be paid. per Acreyor pe:vf{l};;’leag}e
assessment,
o
Names of the | & ) oot | o |2 sl Per Acre. Per Rupee
Chaannel, g e e | s —_—
5 = s § | € | 28w g.] 9 297,
S 2 , s0%s 1R W
S §154) 8| = | § |oeSel3RE|REEge
> = o8l 8 !- 8 lugwElgaS|esEr §
S N%%'h ] E.'g_-'i:gf:i”:‘..ﬁ.ﬂg
A | S " O|EREEIREC S 853
1 2 3 4| 51 ¢ 7 1 g | —_——
‘ ] 9 10 11
1. Paramutty BRS. | BS.| Rs.| s, BS. | Acres, |ps -
. . A,
> Mobomar do.| 1o Moot v | 120 155t 1674 263000 g olaqenc | & T
5. i | 8] 95 51 612| rggle s 5138977} 0 0 8
Comarapoliem 8010 11 011,380 009
2 N . i . . ’ .
0. . i 414 con 8¢ 350 4114 543 09 8! 490
Total.. 77| 2730 3| 209 2428|2730 | go7s| oo |——
- ] YIS 55,_83
23. Ithiokit might be ver s Z

Y convenient 40 ad
Rupee throughout ag the fixed rato of the cess. X

have to pay cnly 136 Rupees instead of Rupees

Pt a uniform rate of 9 p;
By this arrangement the Go
299 as sbo“n below,

1e or i-Anna pet
vernment would
But they woylg tkence.

o

[

i 4 s e e

~

Proceedmrrs of tlze Madras Government Publzc Works Department, 7
25tk /lpnl 1864. '

forth be responsible for every charge on ‘account of Establishment, &c., and no farther charge
would be imposed on the Ryots for these three channels. Thisplanis snmple and one that should
I think be acceptable to the Ryots. :

| Amount of Amount pro-
Names of the Channels, Zis;?lé{g::s p.used. to be | Surplus, Deficit.
' - Ru pee. paid.

“re. T s . Bs. | s,

1. Paramutty Channel..."... 1,827 1,674 | 153

2. Mobanur  do. .. .| 533 639 |: .. 106

3. Comarqpoﬁem do. ... 231 41; 183

' - Total...| 2,591 | 2727 153 289
Amount of deficit to be paid by Go'vernment...‘ 136 .

Transfer to the Pubhc Works Department.
- (Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary to Government.

No. 585. ORDER THEREON, 25th April 1864, No. 1,180.

Ordered to lie over pending the receipt of the reports still due and of orders of the Govern-
ment of India on the reference from the Revenue Depart-

8th April 1864,

18th January 1864, No. 104,

all charzes connected with the employment of Nirganti, &c., Establishments.
N (True Extract.) -

(Slgned) CIIARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,
- Kecretary to Government.

To Honorable C. Pelly.

To the Revenue Department. . . ' )

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

X .
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