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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Department, w_
Tth December 1864,

No. 110, Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Educational
. ' Department ;—
“Passing orders on the Report framed by the)
Director of Publie Instruction, in coma
munication with the Superintending Engi. ‘
*  neers, on the result of the training givenin }  (Tlere enler 2ad Decembar 1854, No, 363.) .
* the Civil Engineering College, in the case
of those Students who have been appointed
to the Department Public Works, J
——————

No, 11I. - OzpeR THEREOYN, 7th December 1864, No. 3487,

.

i

{

{

i . & . qe . . e :

¢ CommuNljcated to the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division, who will be requested tg
report, in communication with the Principal of the Civil Engineeritiz College, whether, in order

e e ;*\ to give the passed Students of that Institution some degree of practical training in the duties of

1

§

.3tb§ Puli)lic‘ Works _Depprtméut, prior to their appointment therein, arrangements could not be
made for their employment, for a s.hort period, uuder the Executive.Officers at or near the

e

= »,

Presidency.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E, = .
' Kecretary to Government,

,

To the S;uperihtending Engineer, 4th Division. : -
»  Principal of the Civil Engineering College, .
o ,dé - A : . .
k3

Ezd. T, 0'Counor.

ey v —
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Proceedings of tke Madras Government, Educational Depariment,
. 2nd December 1864.

Read the following papers :—
No.7. From E. B. POWELL, Esq.,, Director of Public Instmctlon to the

Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint Georrre, dated Madras, 14th

July 1864, No. 1348.

I regret to be compelled to request the attentlon of Go‘vemment to correspon-
dence whlch has passed between Lieutenant Coloncl Chambers, Supermtendmo'
Engineer, 1st Division, and myself. :

2. In paragraph 29 of Order of Government ‘No. 266, of the 23rd October
1863, I was directed, in reference to the Civil Engineering College, to “ascertain
from time to time, from the several Superintendino- Eno'ineers, what has been the
resilt of the College training in the case of those students who have been placed
under them.” . . i

wrir - 3. In accordance with the above order, on the 4th November 18631 addressed
‘W'(ﬁrwlar to.the seveml Superintending Encrmeers notifying the instructions of

Government, and requestmg them to fivor me with the required information.
4. In areply dated the. 13th November, Colonel Chambers stated, ¢ I beg to

" inform you that Iam not acquamted with any of the puplls from the Clvﬂ Enomeermn-
" College employed in the 1st Division.”

P

. 5. On the 23rd March .1864 I wrote again to the Superintending Engmeer,

‘requestmg him to give me the information sought in my letter of the 4th November _

preceding ; and Isaid in my communication, “ I understand your reply to the above
letter (i. e., that of the 4th November) to signify that when you wrote you had not
had opportun1t1es of forming an ¢pinion regarding the pupﬂs of the Civil Engineer-
ing College employed in the 1st Division. 1 presume that now you are in a pos1t10n
to furmsh me with the information I have been directed by Government to obtain.”
-6. 1In aletter, replying to the foregoing, and dated the 4th April, Colonel
Chambers says, “T regret that I am not yet able to ‘afford you the information

you desire.” . ‘
' 7. On the 3rd June I again addressed Colonel Chambers, asking for the mfor-

mation originally solicited, which, I may observe, I was desirous of introducing into

"my Annual Report.

*

. 8. The Superintending Engineer’s reply to the last communlcatlon is suany
“Ibeg to inform you that the- information asked for in letters as per margin was
furmshed on the 13th November 1863, and 4th April 1864,”

9. It will be observed that the Iast letter is utterly irreconcileable with those
to which it refers. The earlicr communications declared that the Superintending
Engineer was not in a position to glve me the information I sought; the last asserts
that the information was actually given in those letters.

10. It would, T conslder, be a waste of time for me to address further Ietters

‘upon the subject to Colonel Chambers; while it is clear I cannot without his -
eo-operation carry out the orders of Government I feel it necessary also to complain

of the discourtesy shown me by the Supermtendmrr Engmeer in the correspondcnce
now summansed

s Reqnested to be returned.

5

Colonel Chambers and office copics of
my own to that officer, along with this
- communication.

II Ibeg to forward the letters* of -




e WS RS e e e T

..

2 Proceedings of the Madras Goverpment, Eduéaiian?zl Department, |
. 2nd December 1864.

No. 8. From E. B. POWELL, Esq., Director of Pubhc Instruction ; to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 20th
July 1864, No. 1363.
In Order of Government, No. 266 of October 23rd, 1863, I was dn‘ected to ascer- _ !
tain from time to time, from the several Superintending Engineers, the result of the
training given at the Cnnl Engincering College to such of the ex-students of that ;

. institution as were employed in their Divisions. I now proceed to lay before Govern—

ment the views entertained by the respective Superintending Engineers. _

9. T am unable to make any report regarding the ex-students employed in the
1st Division, for the reasons stated in my
letter No. 1348 of the 14th instant.
3. In the 2nd Division Colonel Anderson speaks fa.vorably of the men upon the

: whole: one- he praises very highly, })ut :

. observes that complaints are made that*
some of the ex-students do not show sufficient energy of character, but allow the1r
Maistries to have too much of their own way. o

4. Colonel Hemery, the Superintending Enomeer of the 3rd Division, reports

. very unfavorably of the ex-pupils under
his orders. Ile says, they “acquire a
smattermrr of several non-essential subjects, which are never likely to be of the least .
use to them, and which they forget before they have been a month up-country, and |
they are not thoroughly grounded in any one essential subject.” . The studies he ;
objects to are Statics, Hydraulics, and Quadratic Equations. Colonel Hemery also
‘observes, that the Military students ought to devote more time to the Vernacular
_ languages ; so far as he has’ had an opportunity of judging, they do not Lnow a .
" Qozen words of Telugu on leaving College.”

5 Colonel Boileau sends in a tabular Statement of the quahﬁcahons of the :
ex-pupils employed in the 4th Division ; |

and in the letter accompanying it he says,
« It will be seen that, with one exception, all the men are spoken of in the highest °

terms by the Range Officers under whom they are respectively employed, and that
the whole aretlikely to prove efficient servants of the State.”

6. Of the men employed in the 5th Division Colonel Hitchins spedks favor-
" ably; he also says that the reports

i received by him from ¢ the different
Range Oﬁicers, regarding the pupils from the College, are very favorable.” The

Superintending Engineer then proceeds to observe as follows:—* I have often -
suggested to Colonel Carpendale, and I beg now to repeat what I have often urged - |
upon his attention, that the success of the men trained at the College would be com- -,
pleteif they were placed under the direction of some good executive agent for |
‘1nstead of being at once placed in executive charge of a Talug,

1st va:smu

2nd Dmmon

3rd Dmsxon

4th Divmon.

5th Division,

one year,

asthey are atpresent.” -

7. Captam Bean, the Acting Superintending Engineer of the 6th Division.
)

6tb Division. mentions that he had under him only two

ex-students of “the Civil E
College. He speaks favorably of both, but observes that he was not abl;l gt?i?;:r%

more in detail as he had only lately joined the Division, : |

)

4

-~e

» Pr oceedmgs of the Aladras Government L'ducalzonal Department
' 2nd December 1864.

8. WhenlI first wrote to Colonel Walker, the Superintending Eng'ineer, 7th
: - o Division, that officer in reply observed:
that the only one of the Civil Enginecr-
“ing Colletre pupﬂs who had been fa.u'ly tried at that time was Mr. Nordmann, the
Mamager of his _office, and of him Colonel Walker remarked, ¢ His efficiency
must be nnputed rather to the superiority of his general education than to the special
* studies of the College.” In a létter, dated the 23rd ultimo, the Superintending Engi-
neer says, he thought it would be of intérest to note the opinions formed of the pupils
by ¢ the most mtelhrrent and hardest working upper subordinates” of his Division,
and forwards reports from Superv1sors Smither, Wiffen and Nordmann. Colonel
ralker says, his own opinion is summed up in the following extract from Mr. Smither’s
report: «—-¢ There can be no doubt that the knowledrre imparted to the men under
tuition at the Civil Engineering College, greatly tends to improve them for making
good use of the details they may afterwards acquire.” Of the three Supervisors one,
Nordmann, is an ex-student ; his opinion therefore can scarcely be received as an
impartial verdict. The other two Superwsors consider that practical knowledge is
" much wanting ; they complain that a man is made an Overscer before he possesses such
knowledge, and they observe that the consequence is, he is laufrhed at and imposed

~ upon by the workmen. S . .

7th Division.

9, The Superintending Engmeer of the 8th Division, who has under him seven
. subordinates educated at the College,
- speaks of the men as follows :—

8th Dwmon

T« I cannot ﬁnd that they have shown any capacity to put into practice the -

“ theory, which, I suppose, they have learned at College ; as far as I have seen, the
¢ College has done no good whatever to the Department.

¢ J believe that the College may be made very valuable, if a change were made
“ in the system of education, which I am only able to judge of by its fruits, as I
¢ have never scen the working of the Institution. -

¢ T find ‘that none of the students learn any language in the College. I sce by
“ the papers that they study and are examined in Tamil and Telugu, but except the
“ East Indians, none will make the least attempt at speaking; they are consequently

K completely in the hands of the interpreter whom they must employ, frequently a

“ servant.

¢ I find that puton the ruined bank of a tank to make an estimate, they are perfect-

¢ ly helpless; they have, apparently, no idea of makmﬂ out on the ground the data .

, % for their calculations ; dimensions being given, they can make the estimate, but
“ this is not what I want Overseers for ; the end of it is, that they learn afresh from
¢ g Native Maistry who has some system of guess-work more or less accurate.

¢ T see that they learn mechanics at the College; judging from the questions
¢ set at the examination they study the theory far more minutely .than 90 per cent.
"« of them can ever need, while they simply know nothing about the practice. The
"« best Overseer that Ihave, carrics all his bricks, mortar, &e., up a rough’ramp of
« palmyra trees ; his College training has not apparently shown him the use of a

¢ light crane, or whip and block tackle.
-« Another student from the College rolled large beams of stone up the ramp of
¢ the Palamcottah’fort wall by help of levers moved by gangs of convicts about seven’

.

g

K/
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. 2ad December 1664.

“ feet a day, till Captain Paxton pointed out that in the stores were blocks and crabs,
¢ which, with slight arrangement, lifted a numb& of stones each day the whole
¢ height. -

“ T mention these examples, because I beheve that it is in such points as these
¢ that the College system might be vastly improved. If the students. learnt to use
¢ the various 51mple mechanical appliances, they could afterwardsintroduce them on
¢ public works in supersessron of the excoedmgly rude mcans employed by the
¢ natives. '

¢ T would suggest further that a small w orkshop should be set up, and every

.¢ student be obliged to learn at lcast how to use the various tools required for brick-

% layers, masons, carpenters, and smiths. I do not lay any stress on his being a

¢ finished workman, he can only become that by practice ; but if he can “show the

“ native laborers how to handle the more uscful En«rhbh tools he Wlll be doing w e

“ a vast deal of good. j’ L A e !
“Asan example, I may point out that in spite of hlcrher price for labor and

¢ materials at the Mount, work was turned out as cheaply as, and far better than, it

¢ is in Madura. In the WorLshop there I had a native Overseer WllO had learnt the

“ use of histools under a skilled Mechanical Engineer.” >

10. Assome of the ex-students of the Civil Engmeermrr College are employed

in M) sore and Hyderabad, I thought it fitting to apply to the Chief Engineers of ,

those Provinces for their opinions on the subject referred to in this letter.

11 Major Sankey, the Officiating Chicf Engineer of Mysore, furnished me
with a tabular Statement, showing the estimate formed of the ex-pupils employed
within his jurisdiction. The judgments formed of the men are gencrally favoralle;

- out of 14 students only two are declared to be unsatisfactory.

12. Captain Price, the Chief Engineer at Hyderabad, has only two ex-pupils
under him; of these men, one a European is reported on favmably In every respect,
except as regards the knowledge of the;Vernacular; of the other it is said he ¢ does
not show the effect of high training in the manner of conducting his duties.”

13. The subjoined table shows the opinion entertained in the several Divi-

sions, and in Mysore and Hyderabad regarding the quahﬁcatlons of subordinates
tramed in the Civil Engineering College.
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t Proceedings of the Madras Government, Educational Department, - ~5‘
2nd December 1864. — . :

. .14, Upon the w,lole the reSult is favorable to the College but it appears to
! me that Colonel Hitchins’ suggestion is well worthy of consideration, and I beg to..

recommend it to the attention of Government

e e o s A et ety ey TN T

t LT e Reguested fo be retarned,  _.__, | ‘ 15 I forward along with thls letter.
; T ' """ the original reports® of the Superintend.
L - ing Engmeers. -

;No 9 - ORDER TREREON, 2nd December 1864, No. . "366.

Tn the Proceedmrrs of Government reviewing the Annual Report on Pubhc~
he Drrector of Public Ins’cructron was instructed to ascer-
tain, from W
“‘%fﬁs‘“
stu Gty

W1th the letters »Qove recorded, the Director has submitted the replies
“given by thie Supormtendmo' ngineers, and by the Chief Engineers of Mysore and
'Hyderabad to the reference made by lnm The Superintending Engincers of the
2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th; and 7th Divisicns, and the Officiating Chief Engineer of Mysore,

laced under them, - - .

‘all speak in terms more or less favorable of the manner in which the ex-students of

thes College acquit themselves in the Department. -The Chief Engineer at Hydera-
"Da.d has only two ex-students under him. Of one he reports well, except as regards
a knowledge of the Vernacular ; of the other, m(hﬂ'erently Colonel Boileau states
that, with one exception, all the men are spoken of in the highest terms by the
Range Officers under Whom they are respectively employed; and that the whole
are likely to prove efficient servants of the State. Colonel Walker has “no doubk
that the knowledge imparted to the men under- tuition at thé Civil Engineering
College tends greatly to 1mprove them for making good use of the details wh1ch they
may afterwards acquu'e
3. On the other hand, the Superinténding Engmeers of the 4th and 8th Divi-
: s1ons, Colonel Hemery and Captain Moberly, make very unfavorable reports. Colo-
. nel Hemery states that the College students acquire a smattering of several non-essen-
tral subjects which are never likely to be of the least use to them, and which they
) forget before they have been a month up-country ; and that the European students
“learn little or nothing of the Vernacular languages lin which ‘they are supposed to
" pass. According to Captam Moberly, the ex-students “show no capacity to put
 into practice the theory which "they are supposed to have learnt at College ;” and,
“as far as he has seen, “ the College has done no good whatever to the Department.”
He adverts also to then ignorance of s1mplo mechanical apphances
4. Itis dlfﬁcult 'to arrive at a conclusron as to the actual results of the Colletfe
“from reports so essentially different as ‘those above quoted from. On the whole,
however, the Governor in Council is disposed to think that, while the students
trained in the College are generz'llly well grounded in the theory of the subjects
‘which they are taught, there isa deficiency in their practical training which proba-
. bly can only be supphed as Colonel Hitching suggests, by their being ‘employed
urder skilled Executive Officers, before they are invested with any  responsible dutics,
. The best means of meetmg this want will be considered in the Public Works Depo.rt-
ment.
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¢ Proceedings of the Madras’ Government, Educational Department, - _—
22d December 1884, )

5. The Governor in Councﬂ views with much disapprobatiqn the course taken . 1
by Colonel Chambers in pertinaciously declining to. furnish ‘the Dircctor with any 2
report on the results of the College training as shown by the men employed in his ¥
Division. 1If, as would appeat, none of the ex-studentsf:had been under Colonel g
Chambers’ personal observation, it was cleat B duty to obtair A requisite infor " = e
mation from the officers - in charge of the Ranges in which . they were employed, R
The view which the Government take of Colonel Chambers’ conduct in this matter, i
will be communicated to that officer through His’ Excellency the Commander-in- . i
Chief. : = 1
"(True Extract.) - 1
- S ]
-
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To the Public Works Department. | - - T ' {
»  Military Department, e .
- » Commander-in-Chief (Adjutant General’s Department,) - L
" Directoz: of Public Instruction, . - : i
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