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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depariment,
30tk November 1864

No. 613.  Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Judicial

-

Department :—

'

Passing orders on the papers relative to theY
transfer to the Mahals at Vellore, North Arcot
District, of the Convicts of certam Jails, who % (ETere enter 23rd November 1864, No, 1,685 )

are unfitted by age or other causes for out-door |

hard labour.

Ny. G614, .

ORDER THEREON, 30th November 1864, No, 3,431.

J

Communicated to the Superintending Engineers, 4th and 7th Divisions,
(True Extract)

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,
Secretary to Government.

.

To the Superintending Engineer, 4th Division.

Do.

”

Exd S. T. Augustia.

do,

7th Division,
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([ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
f{ R - 22rd November 1864.

o

/ Read the following papers —

'No. 212. From J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails; to\A:\L o
ARBUTHNOT, Esq, Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint
George, dated Ootacamund, 14th November 1864, No. 312:

The great mortality among prisoncrs in the Asylum gangs, since the transfer

of the Cuddapah gang to this, induces me to request, in anticipation of the thorough
clearing of the Vellore Mahals, permission to occupy ' some building in that fort as .
a Depdt for inyalid and aged convicts from this. They are here maintained at con-
siderable cost to the detriment, I think, of those in health, and to the impediment of
progress at the Asylum works. . .
A 2 Captain Hankin tells me that there are about 100 prisoners, who he should
wish to get rid of as unfit for labor. I cannot send them to Coimbatore, as the Jail
is there alrcady crowded, and I have been compelled to relieve it by the transfer of
100 prisoners to this place (50 of these must, for the present, be lodged in a detached
"building). g -

3. Tosend priéonersin bad health to the Coimbatore Jail, even if room could
be found for them, would be to incur a great risk of life. .

4. Thad thought of an exchange of Captain Hankin’s unhealthy party with the
Palghaut gang, but there is no Medical Officer. . .

5. In reference to the Order No. 1436 (30th September), I am unable to state
ihe exact nwubers I should diansfor fiow vadli Jail. The Jails 1 should relieve are,
1st, Chittoor ; 2nd, those on the line of rail as far as Coimbatore and Ootacamund in
the one direction, and Cuddapah in the other, the Jails of Chingleput, Vellore, and
Cuddalore (eight Zillah Jails) ; besides I think it probable some relief may be given

to other Jails. .
6. 1donot think the total numbers of the classes I specially indicated will

exceed 500, and for this number the larger, or Tippoo’s Mahal, would suffice ; but I

should wish the other, or ITyder’s-Mahal, to be also available for an increase in num-

bers, lclassiﬁcation, &e. L o

7. 'The Government must understand me as referring to the bodfr of the build-
ing not to the Courts and buildings occupied by the State prisoners, and amply suff-
cient for them on the east, and which formerly ' were occupied by the Begums and

chief persons of the two families. o .

8. The cubic space available for each prisoner will exceed 500 cubic feet each
for 500 prisoners. I am not prepared to state the exact space, but the cells exceed
in number 280 in Tippoo’s Mahal only, and each cell ex?lusive of verandah contains
‘about 1000 cubic feet of space, so tha:c, avoiding altogether the more confined compart-
and taking no account of the verandahs, 500 prisoners may be easily accommor

-~

ments,

dated. i : |
9. The system of Police guarding involves now 1 Policcman to 7 convicts. I

have not yet heard from Mr. Robinson :Wh}lt rediction he is prepared to make for
those in Vellore. The Government will, however, understand that a reduction not
an increased expenditure is thus involved. Mr. Robinson promised to see the building

and state his views. : - -
\10." The Joint Magistrate has a gang of 180 convicts for the work in hand.
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117 I coul ithout :
© -7 and greatly e:llh‘:nn?t,nwlthout destroying the character of the institution I propose
convicts here : b tcllib th.e cost, propose the confinement of other classes of mal
.. Central prisor: ‘fol; femi;ve mbmty 1;nlnd to propose the smaller, or ITyder’s Mahal, as:
, ; €s, but the subject i . . .
: some previous extension o;' tho Railwa Joct s one that requires consideration ant
+ .12, y 1 s . *
- viets ﬁomst;?;{dlga;ﬁ to this is the question of the immediate transfer of 100 com
» and 100 probally from Coimbatore which, if Government authoriz

!
) the *plan ,
L immfdia’ceg‘ .op osed (s?e P mcfedmgs 3Qtfl Septemger), I would be glad to adog
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tf?otrl:esﬂtonomble A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sccretary to Government
ant George, dated Madras, 17th October 1864, No. 2124.

. General Department.

, ) honozvzihrz(::;f Ize tt(I) GOVem.II_lent Order of the 30th ultimo, No. 1436, I have tl.n

: the Vellore fort wiichl]lgave visited and inspected the two vacated AMakals withir

. convicts from, al’l the nr: [r. Rohde proposes to use for the confinement of weakly

5 T © prisons under the Presidency. ' ) ,

¢ % The structures are wel] suited for tody, and can be

easily guarded, ’ purposes of safe custody, and 1

: R able-gédii\cllr ;ffgglde iays down that the convicts to be brought there shall not be

all be worked wiﬂ::gr ;Lmnm of weakly constitution : and, secondly, that they shak

go out occasionall‘l?' © walls of the prison, save only such men as are Fedwrc ‘

such gan Y for purposcs connected with the internal economy of the Jail ;

v, ; %S never o exceed 100 men, . !

/ Consta;bles Ifl‘der ;hcse conditions the Vellore Mubal prisons may be gnarded by 8¢

say 500, 35 cér 200 men, or 1 Policeman to 20 convicts. If the number be 161515’

-« = guarded, than (s)::alalbizzzﬂl be required, and so 01\1, Large bodies are moﬁe eas y

aconé’ideli})omt of economy of guards, the mode proposed by Mr. Rohde will effect

- . 6 Tt W‘;ﬁ?cgnomy under the head of Jail watchmen as at present charge h ed;

that cncursber ¢ e ézecessary to clear away the rubbish and old walls, and Zh 2
' to be so a ne Court yards, and to make a clear passage between the tW0

Ppropriated, and the Mahals still occupied by Stafe prisoners.

No. 214, " F1_-o§n. Colonel A, J. M. BOILEAU, R. E, Supcrintending Engineery
P vision ; to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government
1c Works Dcpartment, dated Madras, 15th October 1864, No. 3520

Wi o

. tth reforencs to the Proccedings of Government, No. 2197, da 15d;

1 Plan. . the honor
Scptember 1862, I have s Yelloro

. 1 Letter, No, 163, dated 11th October 1864, with Lst, submit herewith a plan © Distric t

t : : Mahals in the North Arcot :
- rzifz:ltlz V:;tilha letter from theActing Sub-Colloc tor, informing mo that the reqléliﬁe

use which can‘i):xtent of accommodation nceded for the present inmates; an,“
' and replied to in (I; ade of that not required for them, has alrcady been subo |
- % The At - 0., No, 1436, dated 30th Scptember 1864. s
® 2ieting Sub-Collector also forwards a list of the names of the Pe;f; I;_

cco

. liVin(Y‘ in
8 1 each Mahal, gnq explains in what way they may hercafter be 2

)

- dated,

>

No. 213. N — ‘ .
0. 213 From W. ROBIN DON, Esq, Inspector General of Madras Police ,

- T,
RSN,

-

" Proceedings of the Madras Government; Judicial Departmeni, 5
23rd November 1864. )

From W, F. IATHAWAY, Esq, Acting Sub-Collector of North Arcot, in charge of Stipend
Pay Office; to Colonel A.J. M.BOILEAU, R E, Superintending Enginecr, 4th
Division, Madras, dated Vellore, 11th October 1864, No. 165 - >

.. In answer to your lotter 2869, of the 19th ultimo, to the Acting Collector, rcquestiné a report
about the Vecllore Mahals, as called for in paragraph 7 of the Government Order 1465 of the
9th September 1862 (Judicial Department), I have the honor to state that the Proceedlngé being

on a letter from the Inspector General of Jails the report was, I believe, called for from Lim.

2 A report has been now sent in as to the use that might be made of such part of the
building as is not required, as you will see from the copy of it, which I enclose, m the Proceed-
ings of Government of the 30th ultimo (to be returned ), '

38 I have merely to forward, in addition to that, a list of the persons living in each Mahal
As the three persons ltving 1n Pasha Begum’s Mahal only require the front half of the whole
enclosure that they now have, I propose to shut up the entrance at A into the other Court yjard

" and set of buildings at the west side, and to give this portion, together with the small Mahal |
at the west of the Palikonda Mahal, to the eleven women, who at present live in parts of the
large Tippoo and Hyder Mahals, An opening would be made at B, so as to join this western
half of the Pasha Begum Mahal to the small empty Mahal next to it. This latter is perfectly
distinct fiont the Palikonda Mahal, there being, as you wiil see, no opening between the two.

4. Supp:)sing that more room were wanted, a similar arrangement might be wade at the
back of the Gumsur Mahal, as the present inmates only require half of it; or the whole of this
might be taken, by moving them info the adjoining Mahal occupied by the Kandian Stipendiaries,

as they are mere residents there and not State deténues,

o 4 5. The plan is returned. J
i iamprere— e SV S

e oS i

NP e . :
Referred to the Judicial Department, with reference to the orders in that

' Department, No. 1465, dated 9th September 1862.
' (Signed) C.A.ORR, Coloncl, R. E.,
Secretary to Government, P. W. D.

Crepacg, 18tk October 1864.

No. 215: ORDER THEREON, 23rd November 1864, No. 1685.

.- Inthe Proceedings of Government under date the 30th September last, with -

reference to a proposal made by the Inspector General of Jails for relieving the
" most crowded Jails by transferring from them convicts, unfitted by age or other
causes for out-door hard labor, to the Mahals at Vellore, the Government directed
that officer to submit a report upon the following points :— '

. 1st.—What Jails it was proposed to relieve.
! 2nd.—The numbcr of prisoners now confined in each of the Jails in question,
and the average cubic space available for each prisoner in such Jails. |

3rd.—The number of prisoners to be removed to Ve\%lore.
4¢h.~The average cubical space that would be available for the remaining pri-

soners in the Jailsthus relieved. . |
Y 5¢h.~—Which of the Mahals, Tippoo’s or Hyder’s, 'should be converted into a
prison ; and what arrangements would be required for the accommodation of the

»

Prisoners. ]

" 6/h.—The number of i’oﬁce guards.
Tth.—~Whether the cost of the Jail establishment proposed by Mr. Rohde for

" - the Mahals would be met by reductions in the Jails to be relieved.

~

.
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6. The lotter from the Inspector Goneral of Police, under date the 17th ultimo,

should have Leen addressed to Mr. Rohde, and not to Government,

.~ . 8th—Whether the Mahals would not be a suitable place of confinement for any (Truo Extract.)

« . . class of convicts, except perhaps the most desperate, and not for those only whom

Mr. Rlohde proposed to confine in them.

© 2. Inhisletter of the 14th instant, the Inspector General of Jails has furnished ;e

replies to some of the foregoing queries. 1Ilo states, with reference to the first, that

. -=_" 7 - heis unable to give the exact number he would transfer from each J ail ; but proposes :
to relieve the Jail at Chittoor, those on the line of rail as far as Coimbatore and ‘

*. Ootacamund in the one dircction, and Cuddapah in the other, and the Jails of Chin-

e h . gleput, Vellore, and Cuddalore. He also thinks it probable that some relief may be ‘'
given to other Jails, . " . .
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it .-» 3. "The exact number of prisoners to be taken from each Jail not having been'* \
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Y ¢ > determined (why it has not been, the Inspector General does not éxplain), Mr. Rolde
' = is of course unablq to reply to the ?nd and 4th qugr?es. T, T s
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. . 2 4 .The answer tothe 3rd and 5th questions is, that 500 prisoners may be = - , v:‘\:“wj‘.«‘f‘ , ,";‘" ‘x.’,: L - ...\\’) ’ ’
! > ‘removed to Vellore and placed in Tippoo’s Mahal.’ Mr. Rohde, in his letter of the 10th ~ ' T 'fthe;;nspé'ctor Cerioral 8f J ml.s. o
o -7 " Septemberlast, esti{'natedthe number which might be accommodated in the Mahals, ate \ P AN of I:,Oh"e’ s:
; *,from 1200 to 1500 prisoners. His reason apparently for limiting the number tobe sent . * : S, o Joint Magistrato of Noith Arcot]
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dqes not exceed 5005 and, with reference to the suggestion made in the last of the . N S SRA

.above queries, he observes that, withontdestroying the character of the institution and . ’
o f‘gmé“)’ énhancing thj cost, he could not propose the confinement of other classes -
o7 Tor Iaid convitts ™ Lue tatad; duwevel ) HAE G CoITGIpIAtes Tecomen Uity ThAT T mene ™ .
3 smaller, or Hyder’s, Mahal should be uscd as a Central prison for fomales, but that
the subject is one which requires consideration and some previc;us extension of the
.. Railway.. Mr. Rohde does not furnish any specific answer to the 7th question, * .
viz., whether the cost of the establishment of Jailef, Warders, &c., would be met
by reductions in the J ails to be relieved ; _but states, with reference to the number
of guards which will be required, that a reduction, and not an increascd expendi-
‘ .ture, will be the result of.the proposed arrangement. The Inspector General of
Police, who was directed to inform Mr. Rohde what would be the number of Police ~
guards required, has reported, in_a letter addressed to Government direct, that if
the pumbe}' of convicts be 1000, 50 _Constables , will suffice ; if 500, 35 Constables;
and so on in proportion, The artangement will'thus entail a considerable reduce
. - tion in the cost of Police guards; and it is to be presumed that a portion, at least,
of the proposed exp'c:'dltu,re on the salaries of Warders™ will be met by reductions
in other Jails. .. p < “LT .
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A 5, TPending the thorough clearing of the Vellore Lfabais,‘which is now in pro-
gress, Mr. Rohde applics for authority to transfer to Velloro 100 sickly prisoners .
from the gang employed on the Lawrence Asylum works, and 100 from the Coim-
’ ‘ batore Jail. - This may be done at once, if sufficient progress has been made in con-
. verting the Mahals into a Jail to admif of 200 prisoncrs being confined in them; 54
but the Governor in Council must request that the. Inspector Gencral will at once 5
give his gtfention to the Order of the 30th September last, and’ furnish the Govern-
, ment Wif}l categorical answers to the several questions therein pu‘t to him. There !
can be no reason why he should not at once determine what Jails stand most in
need of relief; and having done this, hé should have ng difficulty in furnishing, in a
complete form, the information called for by Government, ~ ™~
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