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' Communicating letter from the

S

—

Poceedings of the Medras Government, Public Works Deperment.
' 28th November 1864

following Proceedings of the Madras CGovernment i

No. 551, Read the
Department :—

Collector and §pecial Agent,
formation required regnrdmg}(Here enter 11th November 1864, No. 322.)

South Arcot, furnishing the in i
the water sapply from the Arsolaur, which disembogues at

the French Settlement of Karikal.

ORDER THEREON, 28th November 1864, No. 3,402.

No. 552.
ng Engineer, 6th Division, with reference to paragraph

Communicatéd to the Superintendi
12 of G, O. No. 2,712, dated 17th September 1864.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) CHARLES A, ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
' Becretary o Governments-

L)

_'.ifo the Superintending Engideer; 6th Division:

Exdy S, T! Aug“-ﬂiﬂ.
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° Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,

11tk November 1864.

Read the following papers *— .
No.45.  Proceedings of Madras Government in the Public Works Department.

Communicating for mformation orders passed on

a report by the Supérmtending Engineer on the th September 1864, No 2712
deficient supply of water 1n the Eastern Talugs (Dated 17th September 0 )

of the Tanjore District.

No. 46. From C W. READE, Esq, Collector and Special Agent, South Arcot; to J. D SIM,

Esq , Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Cuddalore,

18th October 1864, No 199.

T have the honor to acknowledge the orders of Government, Political Department, under date
the 23rd July last, No 228, requesting me to state ¢ whether my records throw any Light upon the
subject in connection with the water supply from the Arselaur river, which disembogues at Kankal.»

2 It may be in the recollection of Government that in 1838-39, consequent on the remon-
strances of the French Government at Pondicherry against certain works then going on connected
with the 1rrigation of the Tanjore District, and which works were supposed to affect the supply of
water to the Arselaur river, a Commission was appointed, composed of one French and.one Enghsh
Officer, the latter being Colonel D Sim of the Madras Engineers, and so far as my records are con-
cerned, I submit a separate statement showing the particulars of the correspondence which then
passed between the respective Governments, and between the Madras Government and 1ts local
officers

.~8. 'The originals of all this correspondence will be easily accessible to the Government no
doubt, and a reference therefore to these papers, in the form and with the particulars I have given,
will, I think, be sufficient. Copies only are on my records as received from time to time fiom the
Madras Government, but I have not considered it necessary to submit these, or transeripts of them.

4. 1In 1861, the fears of the French‘ authorities appear again to have been aroused, owing to
certain irrigation repairs on the river Cauvery, and which 1t was thought were calculated to endanger
French interests, but these fears were apparently readily allayed, and since then nothing has trans-
pired connected with the subject so far as I am aware. )

" B. Copies of the correspondence which passed between the Governor of Pondicherry and my
predecessor, and as well of that between the latter officer and the Collector of Tanjore, on the occa-
sion referred to, are herewith forwarded for the information of Government, and any further remarks
on the subject seem uncalled for.

e

From His Excellency D'UBRAYE, Governor of the French Establishments in Incixa; to the
Collector and Special Agent, Cuddalore, dated Pondicherry, 4th August 1861.

The royts of the French territory of Karikal are much alarmed at the news, that the
Enghish Government are contemplating to divert the waters of the Arselaur, Vangiar, Nullar
and Natarvoikal rivers which #re in the Tanjore District.

2. Iam not aware whether their apprehensions are well grounded ; but, however, in the
event of any such projects being determined upon by the English Gévernment, it would doubtless
prove injurious to our ryots. I therefore request that you will be good enough to furnish me
with some information on this subject, to enable me to assure our ryots at Karikal that they
need not apprehend any undue invasion of their rights, and that they may fully rely on the
Jjustice and liberality of the Britigh Government. .

3. I shall feel much obhiged to your furnishing me with an early reply on the subject.

From H. WOOD, Esq., Collector and Special Agent; ‘Caddalore ; to the Collector of Tanjore,
dated Cuddalore, 9th August 1861, .
In transmitting the accompanying copy of a letter from His Excellency the Governor of
French Establishments 1n India, I have the honor to request that you will be good enough to
inform me whether 1t be in contemplation to divert the water of the Af'selaur, Vangiar, §ullar
rivers, and of the Natarvoikal to the detriment of French villages, as therein represented.




. With reference to your Excellency’s
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‘ roceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,

11tk November 1864.
s

From W. M. CADELT, Bs
4 qw Collect 3 . .
Agent, South Arcot, dateq \(f’;l(l):,: a;_)Ore s o IL. WOOD, Esq , Collector and Special

I have the h 9th August 1861,
its enclosure fro(::orH‘;: a%{;lovlvlledge the receipt of your letter, No. 145 of the 9th instant, with
. cellency the Governor of the French Settlements in India, and

requesting to be informed whether 1t i< :
1t is
Vangiar, and Nullar rivers, and of the N, ;;.r:?):l]z;nplatwn o chrert the watersof fhe A

) 2. InreplyI beg to state that, o
.become milted up, the Aiselaur has b

former river, and tor
oer Pu;)]m Wor(::stlfy '[Ezl: Some works have been undertaken and carried out by the Depart-
. se works have, to a certain extent, had the desired effect, but no

turther works are
» at present, under copnt ;
diverting the. stre ’ ontemplation, and at no time did anvy j ist of
irrioati:n o :m: of the two latter rivers. We are fully aware of trl)ly ’.n‘e““"" ems; the
nden . el 0
g p on the Arselaur both in the French terntories, ag well asr?portanz:m and
/) 11 our >

1r(1:deed of our own. I may add that the irrigation
auvery, at the bifurcation of the former niver, is

nearly equal, and I
qual, 18 Excellency will therefore at once percerve that our object is simply to see

that each stream receives its due share of water
—_—

Special Agent, Cuddalore; to the Governor of Pondi-
ptember 1861, -

From H. WOOD, Esq, Collector ang
cherry, dated Cuddalore, 3rd Se

-

(True Copies ) .
(Signed) C.VW.READE,. .
Collector and Speciql Agent.

s

For the more easy understanding of the correspondence in 18
Memorandum from the Collector is attached to his letter,

MEMORANDUM. '
In 1838 the French Government raise
going on 1n Tanjore, and which were supposed b

water to their own people from the Arselaur riv
three heads or points

38, and 1839 the accompanying

y them to operate injuriously on the supply of
er, and their objections may be stated under
~ s - -~

1st.—That in consequence of i N iy
h a sluice constructed at the he J )
ad of Arsel d also &
?am across }t near a bridge called the Sacottah bridge, the French ryots at K'ank:la::ﬁ'y:r:d reatly
rom 2wa:int oT }? proper supply of water for the irngation of therr, lands /’ ) )
) né —That the navigation of the said river, by means of which sup lle; f the interior of
the country were brought down, was also interrupted, and et rom fhe i

3rd —That the port of Kankal, which was formed and entered at ?he mouth of Arselaur, was

;::’%:;cghr ;l:ttfinoratetd, at,lnd dm cons;quence that the commerce of the place was jeopardized, owing
egree to the dimmished depth of water at the b i e i
i . ar, which r it
1mpassible for boats of ordinary size to come into the said rivel" would eventually rends
2. .
. arter'l('lhe lfIadras-; Government at first referred the matter to the Board of Revenue for report,
e ,u; ;}x:qulrles by the local authorities on the several points mooted by the French, 1t
o copor ed that the A.rSelaur had.for years received its supply of water from the Cauvery, and
. s flsle]quent on certain (iha,nges 1n the state of the bed of the river, arsing solely from natural
uses, it had ceased to receive its usual supply from the former river, and to remedy this evil

openings bad been made from Cadanoorthy, a branch of the Cauvery, which carried off a greater -

portion of water than usual from the main river, and by this means an ample supply of water had
been granted to the Arselaur for irrigating the lands of the French ryots, '

[
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~ " Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,
11tk November 1864.
— e

ent recommended that a Commit-
der to solve the questions rased

8. The Board in forwarding the above report to Governm
tee be appointed to consist of Enghsh and French officers, in or

by the French, should they still desire some other mode of settlement -
4. Copies of the Board's reports, as well as of those of the local officers, were accordingly

forwarded to the French Government, intimating that should they wish for a Co:nr.mbsmn special
to be composed of two officers only, the Madras Government were prepared to nominate an officer
on their behalf, - . . . .

5. The French Government then expressed their desire for a Commission, and accordingly

Lieutenant Colonel Sim, of the Corps of Engineers, was appointed on ourfsi:e, Ezzmd I;rince D’Eck-
’ -de-Camp, was appointed on the part of the rrench. -
e e Tun g 1890 Col 5 accompanied by the French Commissioner, visited

lonel Sim .
6 On tho 17th of May 1839 Colon ’ h in accordance with the views already

the locality and eventually submitted a report very muc .
er
expressed, and disproving the correctness of the fears of the French authorities as to the dang

threatened to their interests. The report is dated the 17th May 1839 .
7. Colonel Sim’s report treats of the rights of management of the water of these rivers flow-

ing through the territories of Government, and he strongly recommended that th;;lgilt sl;c:luldd
never be yielded to the French, to the injury of the interests of the English ryots. ke ah°° a ; ’
that the evil complained of by the TFrench would cease on the ?ompletlon of the .wcl)lr : t etzlun er
construction at the head of Arselaur (which bas since been finished), and by whic ltd e tsa-l r1ve§
would be secured in 1ts full supply from the Cauvery as previously, and which would at.once pu

At 1 f the French cultivators. .
op to all cemplaints on the part o 5 o quetion was duly communi-

8. The views of Colonel Sim with his final settlemen
hat
i 1839, and so far as the records of South Arcot go t
Covermamt e et a1 opinton was not furrished to this office.

Government seem to have approved, although their final |
9. Copy of Colonel Slprrx:'s rep(;rt wasoforwarded to the late Honorable Court of Directors

by the Madras Government, and in a Despatch dated the 16th 'September 1840, the Court f;‘uliy
approved of all that had been done by the local Government m.’chls dispute, as w(;all1 asl cé t ?
satisfactory manner in which the inquiry had been conduc.ted to its settlement by . c;( one f1m 3
and since then up to 1859 no further discussion or complaint was made so far as is known irom

the I t te, .
ecords of this Collectorate Signed) C. W. ’
Collector and Spectal Agent.

* Particulars of dates of correspondence referred toat length in the foregoing Memorandum.
F ding a lefter from the Chief of
01‘:;5 tll:)é: French Engimneer at Karikal,

\ by xil;\x t, to the i feepr:j:l%v the obstruction said to have been
N SA0m ne overnment, o th ation of the lands of French
MidrasG enf>in Ap#il 1838. <4 caus:%tt% ar:ak:irggy the constraction-of a sluice

)
I ry?ltl head of the Arselaur river
e .
‘ Lat eInfm-mlng that the loss complained of by

. From the English Garernment, to the }.p o French ryots would be .duly 1nquired
French Government, dated 10th Apnl 1838. into.

From the English Government, to the
Board of Revenue. .

Forwarding the above letter for report

- that the object of the works under-
takef (:let[;l% thead of thJe Arselaur was bto c%unl;
teract the g ffects of the natural causes by wh ls !
the supply pf the Arselaur had been diminished ;
further, that the value of therivers of Tanjore,

: tion, was Insig-
From Captain Cotton, Civil Engineer, 5th | for purpos of 111}:;23 v?iat}‘:]%l?elr s o for m'gl-
Division ; to the Acting Civil Engieer, th{ pificant when comp

. 1d the French Government
Division, dated 11th May 1838 ation ; and that shou here would be no objec-
el deem it of 1mportance, ga‘;’e under one arch of

much of the
tg’enst:czgtah bridge_being removed as to allow a

boat to pass.

sy



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Political Department,

MMM’\ -
From Lieutenant Ditmas,

of Tanjore, dated 18th May 1838.

From the Principal Collector of Tanjore
to the Board of RevemI:e, dated 31st May 1838’ %that the complamts of ‘the French

From the Board of Revenue, to the Chijef Cotton, suggesting that
Secretary to Government, dated 2nd J uly 1838.

J uly 1838.

Government of Pondicherry,
1838,

From the French Government,
1838.

From the Madras Government,

Acting Civil
Engineer, 5th Division, to the Puncipal Collector

Order of Government thereon, dated l7th{dam under one aich of

dated 17th July

11¢% November 1864,

- - TR v e e e, . —

Forwarding the above report, in reference
to his letter of the 7th May 1838,

Forwarding™the above report, and stating

ryots were

groundless, as explamed by the Engieer

Approving the views expressed by Captain
a Commission be ap-

pointed in the event of the French Government
desiring 1t. '

Authonizing the removal of so much of the
the Sacottah bridge as

would allow a boat to pass, as suggested by Cap-

tain Cotton.

red to, and stating willingness for a Commission
should

From the Government pf Madras, to the} Informing of the removal of the dam refer-

the French desire 1t.
Accepting the proposal of a Commission

ng the English Government to name an officer
on theirs,

to the s
Madras Government, dated 1lth December {nommatmg an officer on their part, and request-

Informing that Lieutenant Colonel Sim of

to the
French Government, dated 22ud January 1839, {the Engineers had been nomnated Jomt Com-

From Lieutenant-Colonel Sim,to the Go- '

missioner.
The purport of this report is given in the

vernment of Madras, dated 17th May 1839, ' \separate Memorandum accompanying the Col-

From thelate Honorable Court of Directors,
to the Madras Government, in a Despatch dated

the 16th September 1840.

Souvtr Arcor CorrEcTor's CuTCHERRY,
CuppaLorg, 1824 Oclober 1864,

No, 47.

lector’s present letter,

Approving of the proceedings of the local
Government, as also of the manner 1n which the
watter had been finally settled by Colonel
Sim.

(Signed) C.W.READE,

Collector and Special Agent,

Op———

ORDER THEREON, 11th November 1864, No. 322,

Ordered that the letter, with its enclosures, from the Collector 1n charge of the .Speclal
Agency Department at Cuddalore, be communicated to the Public Works Department, in refer-
ence to the last paragraph of the Proceedings in that Department above recorded.

~

To the Public Works Department.

-

Exd, J, Tallock,

(True Exfract)

Chaef Secretary,
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