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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Works Depqr~tment,:\ .

"' 90th February 1864.
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No. 427. Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the Judiciel
Department :—

Communicating to the Inspector General of Jails letter from ‘\ :
the Superintending Engineer, 7fth Divils'mn, togetli;er gi;hl ‘
its enclosures, onthe sabject of a fatal accident that befe
one of the Cox,lvicts on the Lawrence Asylum works, Coim. } (Hete enter 9th Febl‘uary 1864‘: NO. 163')
batore District, and directing the immediate dismissal of I
the Warder who was in charge of them at the time of J
the accident.

ORrDER THEREON, 20th February 1864, Neo. 517,

Communicated to the Superintending Engineer, 7th Division.
' (True Extract.) A

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R. E.,
Secretary to Government.

NO- 4‘28.

To the Saperintending Engineer, 7th Division,
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JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Public Works Department, dated 21st

January 1864, No. 234.
Read letter from Lieutenant Colonel G. W, WALKER, R. E., Superintending Engineer, 7th
Division ; to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Government, Department P’ublic
Works, dated Coonoor, 15th January 1864, No. 301. .

I have the honor to forward, in original, Captain Hankin’s and Major Farewell’s reports
of a fatal accident which.befell one of the convicts lately sent up for work at the new Lawinc
Asylums, accompanied by translation of the verdict of the Coroner’s Inquest; delay in fu f
nishing which latter paper has caused the transmission of all three to be deferred ’till nozv ‘

2. 1 visited the spot myself on the 28th December, and I have no hesitation in sayi-ng that
the Warder in charge of the gang was to blame for the accident. The whole of the work is in
ope straight line, and under easy command of view ; and large falls of earth are not got in the

_few minutes that the Warder’s eyes may have been off one particular spot.” Itrust that Govern
‘ment will order the dismissal of whoever was in charge of the convicts at the time, if no sever ;
punishment can b‘e_inﬁicted on him. The other persons injured have recovered. ’ ¢

« -

From Captain F. G. HANKIN, in charge of Convicts on Lawrence Asyl :
. g um Works
mund; to Major W. F. FAREWELL, Executive Engineer’-y OOtacagﬁz’d Oc;t:::c;
?

Lovedale, 24th December 1863, No. 12,
I regret to have to report an accident attended, I am sorry to say, with fatal results. The
H] . a

circumst.nces are as follows : — I
. 2, The convicts have been employed for some time on a heavy excavation: seeing that th
were generally unskilled in digging, I had, as you are aware, for you have wh;n s g tfxt ey
work often heard the order given, most strictly forbidden the practice of getting do[:;z lfnﬁ th:‘ N
bavedaily omuisiting g marken?>med +he eomvicts not to excavate below ¢ and d‘ 51(3
order necessarily involved slower work, I had decreased the task. On the 22nd I visit d, ;uu s e
2 p. M., and finding the task was finished at that early hour felt sure my order abo i t e work at
of earth must have been disobeyed. I therefore, before the convicts went to work on :h getllng.- falls
the 23rd, gave them the striptest orders against going underneath the cutting at all an; :;IOr‘mng of
Warder to see this order carried out. I sent the Jailer to give out the task :md a; i esired the
orders. Hé took the men down and put them to work on the top, He sta’ye d é thechlm the same
time, and directed them how to work, -Atabout 10 A. M. he was called to the Jail on beﬂf for some
before leaving he called the Warder in charge and the convict maistries up, and expl .“Slness._but
again that they were not to go underneath or to get a fall out. The part; was di‘lzi 213ef1 to them
gangs, working about 20 yards apart. The Warder after watching the men at the Io € lnt:,o three
ting, where it was about 10 feet steep, went to the highest cutting again, as he states (We(slths.lde cut-
ment is borne out by a Deputy Constable who heard him),cautioning the maistries auainaz \ is sta.te-

- to get a fall down. The moment his back was turned, however, the men immediate‘; bz attempting
£all down, one man digging below, and three including the maistry actually stan d)l',nugant lt;o geta
and digging the earth inside them, thus in a few minutes actually digging themselve;,;n e edge
earth fell burying the man below, who was killed on the spot ; and of the three men h°v;;n. The
dug themselves dov@, one is I fear hurt beyond chance of recovery., The other va: y:jnt.[;l:es

" “only bruised. ’
3. These beirg the circumstances of the case, while deep! :
. y regretting the acci
but think that the fault thereof lies solely with the sufferers themselves. ?l'he ::::gj:lt, I‘ca,nnot‘
perfectly understood the order given, which they disobeyed- in the hope of getting :l:)ev;: ‘tliez
t-] 48K

sooner finished.” . . ,
4. I went at once and reported the circumstance to the Joint Magistrate, who ordered
= ’ ¢ an

Inquest to be held, which was done the same evening. ;
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’ the body of Pallan »aged 30
“plexion dark, laid on aeol, fuce Loty ¢+ N ¥, ag ! 30 ye

From Major W, FAREWELL, Eyecyg,, Engineer; o
WALKER, R. E,, Superintending Engineer, 7t D
mund, 24th December 1863, No. 2¢3. )

With regret I have the honor

Lawrence Asylum works yesterday

eutenant  Colype] G. w.
L . o4
Ivision, Coimbatore, dated Oo'aca- “d

!

to enclose g Teport of g fatg) aceid
>

ent which occurred on the -
forenoon, ’

2. I examined the excavatj dent bappeneq this morning, and foupq that
- my strict orders had been disobeyed, ang the conv; » 83 Teported by’ Captain Hackiy,

€ View of obtaining fa]]g of large

3. Tattach o blame whateyer to the Officer ;
_heard Captain Hankin reiterate g
ﬁaccoxtmt;eand the Constables guarg;

_convicts undermined the earth Whenever the Warder's bacls
) » b - ey » - . * g
* 4. Captain Hankin visited the work

.

on” Tuesday evenin

then sho‘jwed no'signg of‘undermining; but seeing that the men’
“ quickly SBuspected they had been getting fallg byjindermininé;
*atte‘inpt his dangerozus system of working ; howeve
zshow:e evident signg of his injunctiong
05 Eviden : L cbion

-

v B oThe Proceedings a-rld"\/erdl;ct

v 0w lhe proc of Inquest will be forwardeg 1mmednately on ’
«Tecelpt.”, - * » \ Tt , . .
F T ] Lo : N . - -
* o : TR . >
Proceedings of the Court of Inquest, held befope D

aivasagayam Pillay, 5 eilgher:

}» , . Magistrate, on the body of 5 ict, on the R3rd day of Decem

, ; . X :
We, the” undersigned, haye seen er 1863

ars, caste Coravan, ¢om.

o ixuviug,}?." H
“vation for the Lawrencg Asylum works, on which he, the deceaseq
the Officer in charge, and that blame jg

was, employeq by order of
*f an accident as before stated,

t is that
($igned), VUNOOGOPALN
“«,'(':';' ) VEERA 00,

) MOONEESAMYMAISTRY.~
((»" ) COOPpAy 00TTOQ,
Ly VIYAPOOREE, .-,
"ot ) 00RQOMUY, s M

., £» ) cHmNayy ;

o b ) NANgaN,

By

w )e D’AWASAGAYAM PILLAY
g‘ » u\’::. } \ ey *

e

AIKER, Town Maniagay,

Y oer

‘ i M ?@ib-ﬂ[agt’strale.
b (True Translation,) N
- KA ] v
é‘”‘é ‘ . J (Slgfl&dz WoFAfE’EWELL, Major,
: ‘ C e s Executipg Engineer,
I P—— f?‘ f;.
Congmunigated to the Judicia] Department, s s
) (True Extract,) o e

g (Slgned) C.‘A. ORB,, Colonel, R.E,

Secretary 1, Government,

¥ Talugq S\ub-‘ ]
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f te[ldl]l v g en lOSUleS wl” be COﬂllllunlCafred to the
t In En 1neer Wlth Cc
‘I ()r', [¢] he Supe 1 g

OrpER THEREON, 9th February 1864, No. 163

Inspector General of Jails.

i i time of
in Council directs that the Warder in charge of the convicts at the m
v 0 k|
2. The Governor in

the accident be at once dismissed.
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(True Extract.)
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